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1 | THESE Letters are the reſult of Obſervations made 
upon Mr, Lawſon's Conſiderations, a ſhort time after their 


A 
— 
. 


to public inſpection Matters, however, coming evidently _ 


Author feels it his duty, by _ his views of the tenden- 
cy of preſent meaſures, to manitcſt at leaſt good will to 


prevent an event; which he conceives to be peculiarly. de- 5 


trimental, to the intereſts of religion. With what ſucceſs 


the attempt hath” been made, it is left with the impartial _ 


we Reader to determine. „ | : 
| | Conſcious that the fide he takes is by no means popular, 
according to the-preſefit current of what is called Liberal! 
Sentiment, he is far from entertaining any flattering hopes 


of general approbation. | Nay more, he is prepared to en- 


counter frown, and reproach, for what appears to him the 
word of Chriſt's patience.” The ſentiments he hath ſug- 
geſted are the reſult of the fulleſt conviction of what he 


concei ves to be · the truth as it is in Jeſus? and now he 7 ; 
preſents them to the public, accompanied with this earneſt ./ // | 
requeſt, that the Scriptures of the Old and New Teſta» _ - 


ments, not the preeonceived and ſpeculative notions of men, 


— 
- 


be the rule, according to which they judge, both of the 


cauſe he eſpouſes, ang of the ftaterhent he hath given, in 


— 


- 


W. 


publication z with very little intention ever to ſubmit them 


to a more ſerious crifis, than was then apprebended, the 5 
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3 . 
nEVERENU Sin, . + 40 | 
THE preſent correſpondence is far from being an agree» 
1 avle one to me. I enter upon it with the greateſt. 
reluctance ; well aware of the miſchievous conſequences 
of religious controverſy between brethren, profeſſing to 
walk together, in the fame church fellowſhip.: For, what- 
ever {ide ſhall gain the victory, the unavoidable calamities 
of the ſtruggle muſt be felt by all. 5 
You will doubtleſs recolle&, that, among other wiſe 
regulations by the ancient Romans, they decreed no tri- 
umphs to their Generals, who conquered in civil wars. 
The moral is obvious; and by it theſe Heathen ſenators 
preſent a Chriſtian Synod, with a great leſſon of wiſdom. 
Conteſts, in a religious ſociety, are. cauſes of mourning to ' 
all concerned. Even ſucceſs may make#he conqueror fad, 
and join with the vanquiſhed, in deploting the calamities 
produced by the conflict. As happened to the conquering 
tribes at the-conclufion of the exterminating war with Ben- 
jamin, inſtead of rejoicing, the gaining party, in a religious 
controverſy, among brethren in the ſame Kllowſhip, may 
well fit down, and weep over the diſaſters which have given 
them the maſtery. —Theſe remarks apply, alas! with too 
much propriety to our Aſſociated Synod, with reference 
to the melancholy conteſt, which hath agitated. and diſ- 
tracted its councils,” fince the time Mr. Frazer's petition 
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was taken up for diſcuſſion. © * 
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I never can think of that unhappy buſineſs, but with : 
much pain and heavineſs of ſpirit; nor ceaſe from refle&t- 
ing exceedingly, upon the raſhneſs of Fathers and Brethren | 

for attempting ſuch a meaſure ; by which they have diſ- 
turbed the peace and harmony of a moſt loving and proſ- 
pering part of the Church of Chriſt ; have diſturbed the 
fellowſhip, and greatly marred the comfort and edification 
of the Chriſtian people; have excited a moſt unfavourable 
alarm, and given too much occaſion for enemies to triumph. 
What a pity, the coſt was not duly counted, before ſuch 
movements were ſuggeſted ! and particularly, that men 
have not been at all due pains, to. datiafy themſelves, .that 
the articles of our profeſſion were according to the word 
of God, before they came under engagements, to walk in 
unity with this part of the Church, and manifeſt a zealous 
mad in promoting the ends of. our religious affocia- 
tion! _ | . | | 

But what aſtoniſhes me moſt of all, is, that, after our 

a peace and harmony have been ſo much loſt, by your ſcheme 
of alteration, and we ate in ſuch jeopardy of being ſhatter- 
ed to pieces ;z—after the darling object was of neceſſity 
abandoned, and every trial made, KF ſuccels, to ſatisfy 

the minds of ſcruplers, in conſiſtency with what. we pro- 
feſs, till it be proved to be wrong, — you and your Wacken 
do not frankly and openly acknowledge, that the ends of 
ce dification do not warrant you to carry matters any farther; 
and that, for the peace and welfare of the hody, you retain 
the formula as it was, and take ſuch other ſteps as are 
neceſſary, to reſtore the confidence Which is ſo much loſt. 
Till this: be done, I defpair of peace in our ſociety; and 
the ſooner it is done, ſo much better. „ 
Had the Synod, in April 1798, liſtened to petitions, from 
different dellons, to take your Conſiderations, and Mr. 

_ Dick's Sermon under review; and given ſuch a deliverance, - 
as to vindicate, and maintain, the due operation of that 
ſcriptural principle ; that no member of the ln is at 75 
to aſſert, teach, or publiſh any thing contrary to her profeſſion, 
e I had never ——_ you with theſe 1 The 
maintenance of this principle appears of ſuch importance 

. to your preſent correſpondent, as to be indiſpenſably ne- 

NI ceſſary, to the preſervation of purity and conſiſtency, in 

_ HR the profeſſion of the church of God. ty . 
The very ſtrong meaſure, however, by the Preſbytery 
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of Dunfermline“ in 1 8 the petition of the ſeſſion ß 
Orwel, becauſe that ſeſſion ſtated ſome of the objections == 


+ The hiſtory of the caſe here alluded: to, is ſhortly this The Seffion - 
of Orwel, jultly offended at Mr. Lawſon's Conſiderations, and Mr. Dick's 
Synod Sermon, agreed to petition the Synod, to review theſe publications, 
and give ſome deliverance upon them. Leſt it might be objeRed, that the 5 
petitioners had ſpecified no part of theſe publications to which their peti-?E 
tion referred, as cauſes of complaint, the Seſſion, by way of remark, in- | 
troduced into the body of their petition, ſome very ſenſible arid pointed 
ſtrictures upon theſe performances. The Preſbytery of Dunfermline, to 
whom this petition was preſented for tranſmiſhon unto the Synod, refuſed, 28 
upon hearing it, to tranſmit; becauſe, ſaid they, theſe remarks contain _ | 
ſuch perſonalities againſt two of our brethren, as we cannot allow to paſs. 
Againſt this ſentence the Commiſſioners, from that Seſſion, proteſted and | 
appealed to the Synod, and the Synod affirmed the ſentence of the Preſ- W 
bytery. BE e | N | 
go I all circumſtances conſidered, it is not much to be wondered, 
although the Preſbytery of Dunfermline adopted ſuch a ſtrong meaſure, to 
protect theſe authors; only, to have been conſiſtent, they ought to have 
cenſured the Seſſion of Orwel for calumny. But the pity is, that the Sy- 
nod ſhould have ſanctioned the Preſbytery's conduct. The petition was to N 
the Synod, and therefore, it is humbly apprehended, the Preſbytery had ITS 
nothing to do with-the merits of the cauſe, except, in ſo far as reſpected 85 . 
any informality, with reference to tranſmiſſion. f 
If there were im r things in the petition, when it came before the mg N 
Synod ſor judgment, members of the Preſbytery of Dunfermline, as —jÿ 
members of court, had then full opportunity, and were in their proper place, 9 5 3 
to ſtate every objection they thought proper to make. But to commence J 
judges, of a cauſe that never came before them for judgment, and refuſe to 5 2 
tranſmit, becauſe the petition was carrying up to the Synod, a buſineſs 
which they did not like, is, perhaps, the boldeſt thruſt, at the rights of pe- | 5 
titioning, and the privileges of the Chriſtian people, ever made in the Se- 3 
ceſſion. | | "2H; | . 25 3 
But the deſign was very obvious, as indeed a member 5 18 
when parties were pleading, before the Synod, upon that cauſe, They had 1 = 
been very much vexed, with petitions, from ſeſſions and congregations of | : 5 
laute, by which they had found themſelves under the neceſſity of abandoning _ 4 22 
a very favourite ſcheme. They would therefore try the patience of the * 
people, whether they could prevent ſuch uneaſineſs in future, by ſhutting 
up, as far as they could, the acceſs of ſeſſions and congregations, by petition, - 
to the ſupreme court. A privilege which ſeſſions and congregations, it is «> 
ſincerely hoped, will not very caſily ſuffer to be taken from them. W 
Whenever ſuch attempts are made, to withhold redreſs of grievances, and x 
ſtifle inveſtigation, it bath always impreſſed my mind very unfavourably, 8 © 2 
with reſpect to any cauſe. Truth is arr undiſguiſed thing. It courts inves . 
tigation. But whenever the advocatcs, for free enquiry. ſhrink, in any cauſe, 
from enquiry, it is a fure ſign, to me at leaſt, all is not right. If Meflrs, 
Lawſon and Dick had done no wrong, inveſtigation would bow done them 
no wrong either, but ſingular advantage and honour. It would have reſcu- 
ed their character, from public odium, at leaſt among their own connections. 
And if they had done king, why not, both ſor their ſakes, and the ſake of 
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good order and ediſication, liſten to ſuch an application, to call them to an 
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| it had to theſe publications by way. of remark, in.order to 
_ enforce their requeſt ; and the ſentence of Synod, affirm- 
ing the deed of Preſbytery, with the * 3 experienced, 


by ſeveral other petitions, to the ſame effect, have made it 


- manifeſt, that no redreſs is to be had, from that conſtitu- 
tional application. | | | 


The only alternative, then, that now remains, is either 


to allow the very unſcriptura! ſentiments, as I reckon not 


a few of them in your Conſiderations, to circulate among 
the people, as if they were quite unanſwerable, and ſo 


- ferment like ſo much ſour leyen; or try to vindicate truth, 


be Ne of rep, in appoſition to many things you have 
advanced, in that publication. 2 wi 


Whither the cauſe of truth, and the eredit of the ge- 


- __ ceſhon, would have ſuſtained any injury, although your 


Conſiderations had never ſeen the light, I am not at preſent 


to determine; although you will eafily gueſs what that de- 


termination would be. Nor will 1 ſay, that you would 


. miſlead the public by deſign. But one thing is certain, 


ſuch a view of our moſt unhappy diſpute, is given in that 
pamphlet, as is calculated to miflead the reader; both re- 


ſpecting the proper ſtate of the queſtion, and the conduct 


and views of thoſe members of Synod, who have-refiſted 
and will 'refiſt, the propoſed alterations you patronize, 
Neither can T help thinking, that you have caſt a moſt un- 
juſt odium, upon the principles hitherto profeſſed: by us as 
a religious body; and furniſhed our adverſaries, with wea- 
pons which they always wiſhed to poſſeſs; but never could 
obtain, till our Profeſſor of Divinity, with a miſtaken ge- 
neroſity, forged them in his fancy, and made them the 

I can fay, from perſonal knowledge, that the effects of 
which I now complain, have been produced, both in this 
and in other parts of the country. By not a few, who are 


much attached to our profeſſion, as a religious body, but 


are not aware, of the tendency of the ſmooth propoſals of 
alteration, which you recommend, the oppoſition which 


hath been made to them in the Synod, hath been conſidered 


as very unreaſonable. Nay, a zeal for the headſhip of 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, in oppoſition to all encroachments: 
upon it, by civil rulers, has drawn away others; although 


our anceſtors, whom you blame ſo much, encountered all 
the oppoſition and perſecution they had to encounter, in 


— "> 
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f By others again, the members of Synod, who cannot 
blamed for being ſo 


lic manner, and truſt, . your candour, good ſenſe, re- 
ligion, will bear with me, while I try, with as much tem- 


ject, by way of remark, upon your publication. 


cc of them, as men, liable to err, and to ſtate their miſ- 
e takes; and fo ſay I. „ Was Paul, you aſk, & diſre- 

« ſpectful, in his behaviour to Peter, becauſe he found 
fault with him at Antioch, and recorded his reprehenſi- 
ble behaviour, in one of his Epiſtles ? 


reckon me diſreſpectful in my behaviour, even to our Pro- 
feſſor of Divinity, although { ſtate to you, with much ho- 


reſpecting this 
be far from being pleaſant. .. _ "Res 
To allude to your own expreſſion, reſpecting our pious 
anceſtors, -as you very propery ſtyle them, & even the 
« moſt bigotted of your admirers, will be forced to confeſa, 
« that, in ſome things you have erred,” reſpecting the part 
you have taken, in commencing. author, in this affair. Of 
all the members of Synod, allow me to ſay it, you ſhould 
have been the laſt to ha 
Had there been nothing elſe, Sir, the very principle of 
equity, and freedom of enquiry, for which you are ſuch a 
zcalous advocate, forbade you. Who knows not, the 
itrong attachment of ſtudents of Divinity, to their in- 


uſineſs; although the office, I affure you, 


culiar views may have upon their minds? To publiſh, 


with what we profeſs, and ſay ſuch ſtrong things reſpeQ- 
28 Foun ens hath not only diſguſted many in the com- 

munity,. but muſt have its influence, in p eſſing their 
minds againſt theſe articles, and in favour of notions, con- 


\ 


pe as I can, to ſtate any thing I am able to ſay upon the | 
ub 3 


Neither you then, I hope, nor any of your friends, will 


defence of that very article. Never were men fa jealous 
of encroachments upon the royal prerogatives of the King 
of Zion, as theſe very confeſſors and martyrs were. 
ſee it their duty, to 50 into your views, have been much 
ng ſilent, in publiſhing a vindication, 
both of truth, and of themſelves. | On theſe and other ac- 
counts, after long heſitation and much reluctance, I have, 
at length, taken the liberty of addreſſing you, in this pub- 


In the progreſs of your Conſiderations, you ſay, it can 
« be no mark of diſreſpect for our pious anceſtors to ſpeak 


neſty, what 9 to me, reprehenſible behaviour in you, 


ve taken up the pen in ſuch a caſe. 


ſtructor, and of conſequence, the influence which his pe- 


* 


therefore, in ſuch an 6pen manner, your diſſatisfaction 


. 
” 


6 


trary to the profeſſion of thoſe very people, whom they 


are afterwards to inſtruct. Thus a ſtumbling block, al- 


though you by no means deſign it, is thrown in the way 


of their future edification, and comfort with one another. 


When your were called to our Divinity chair, you cer- 


tainly became the official guardian, 'of every part, of the 


profeſſion, of this church. Our confidence was, that-you, 
would teach it with fidelity, to the youth who were after- _ 


— 


wards, to fill our pulpits, and defend it with firmneſs. 


That, if in any thing, you diſcovered among them, a ten- 


dency to ſentiments and principles, contrary to what we 
profeſs, you'would give this timely check; and if perſiſted 
in, report to the. courts, that they might ſupport 


- 


out reporting the change to the courts, who called you, to 


ou. 

Theſe, certainly, were offices of fidelity, which the Nich 5 
truſt repoſed in you, rendered indiſpenſable. And if 
the change of principle happened with yourſelf, ought you 
not, at leaſt, to have adviſed us of the change when it 

happened, and offered your reſignation, with this as the rea- 

ſon of it? | „ 980 28 
But, to change your religious principles yourſelf, with-⸗ 


be the inſtructor of their youth; to know that they alſo 


were adopting notions which you deſign only “ plauſible,” 


aye, and to allow the matter to proceed fo far, that nine out 
of ten of our youth, according to your own account, are 
of this deſcription, without ever apprizing us, long before 


this time, of the growing evil,—what can we, what can 


your friends, what can a diſcerning public think of ſuch a 


- neglect ? Is this, Sir, of a piece with that candour, and zeal, 
and regard to your truſt, which might have been expected 
5 To this neglect, I cannot help thinking, a great 


of you 
deal of our preſent trouble, is to be afcribed. Did I chooſe 


to ſpeak ſo ſtrongly as I feel, I would ſay, by ſuch neglect 


or ſecrecy, the cauſe, hitherto profeſſed by us, hath furely 


been betrayed. 


Whether any of your friends, as zealous for a change, 
as yourſelf, rye © 


were he to commence exhorter to the community at large, 


and fo ſolicited you, to ſtep forward, you and they beſt 


know. If this was the attempt, and their expectations, in 


making it; in this as in other meaſures, in this moſt un- 


indulge the hope, that the reſpectability, 
of our Profeflor of Divinity, would break the oppoſition,” 


and theſe notions, in oppoſition to what they would, one 
day, have to declare, to be the confeſſion of their faith ; 


1 — 1 


7 


, 


dane they hoon beet miſtaken Y The 135 7 
we "Red, has brought down a prodigious torrent of odi- 
um upon you; has greatly marred your uſefulneſs as Pro- 
feſſor; and loſt you the confidence of the community, to 


Alterations in.church-fellowſhip, commonly lead to ſuch 


ſerious conſequences, that nothing, but the moſt clear, and 


poſitive deciſions of the Holy Ghoſt in their favour, £2 g 
the 


warrant the change. "Theſe ought to be preſented to 
church, in her councils, in the moſt regular and deliberate 
manner; and at a period, when the public mind is leaſt 
diſturbed; to prevent every thing like bias to one ſide, 
and give every opportunity to grave, and mature inveſti- 
tion; that all concerned may be convinced, and fatis- 
fed. The conſequences, too, of ſuch propoſed changes, 


ought to be fairly and explicitly ſtated; and the limits 


accurately marked out, how far they are to be carried; 


that no catch, nor undue advantage may be taken? by flat- | 


tering a community, into new things, ere ever they are 
aware, and involving. them in conſequences, which they 
did not foreſee. - 3» ; 


In this light, I have for a long time paſt, viewed our late = 


attempts, toward change, in our Aſſociated Synod, and the 
want of ſuch a candid apprizal, in your Conſiderations, is, 


to me, a moſt capital defect. Looſe as your reaſoning 
appears, from beginning to end of them, they are writ- 
ten with much art and great plauſibility. In your pro- 

greſs, you afſert many precious truths,. and lay {ome very 


| ſtrong things, expreſſive of your zeal for truth; and, am 
firmly perſuaded, that, according to your views, you are 


in earneſt. . There is, beſides, in many places, much ap- 
pearance of moderation and frankneis ; with which a 
reader, who knows no more of the buſineſs than you tell 
him, is ſure to be taken. The air of ſolemnity, too, with - 


which you treat the ſubject in ſeveral parts, is alfo calcu- 


lated, greatly to pleaſe. And, indeed, the whole diſcuſ- 


ſion is moulded into ſuch a ſhape, as inſenſibly to reconcile 


the reader, to the change propoſed ; and make him won- 
der, how any could be ſo ſtiff as to oppoſe it : and all this, 
| becauſe he is not apprized, of the miſchievous conſe- 


quences which the —_— involves. 
What logicians call, 
me, an error, which runs 


— 


— 


h ing the queſtion, appears, to Ls” 
rough the whole of your per- 
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formance ; and, therefore; however much you ſay, you 
prove nothing. Tou take, as granted, the very thing yo 


ought to prove; and reaſon upon principles, Whieh thoſe, 
who differ from you, poſitively deny. Tou proceed, upon 
the ſuppoſition, that there are ſome very material defects 
in our profeſſion. But ſurely, if you were reſolved to riſk 
2 publication of your views, to prove this, was the very 
firſt thing you ought to have attempted. on = 
We, on the contrary inſiſt, that every thing we profeſs, 
and became bound, at ordination, to maintain, be held, as 
-  _ agreeable unto the word of God, and founded upon it, till 
in a regular, and judicial manner, ſome ** of it be prov. 
ed to be erroneous. No man is to be condemned, as 
guilty, becauſe one, or two, or even more, venture to de- 
Fame him. Nay, even when accuſed, before his judge, he 
is not to be condemned, becauſe an evil report is gone 
forth againſt him, till, by a regular polen the 
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| charꝑ 
| eſtabliſhed by proof. And will you be leſs — 47 
impartial, to whice ou have hitherto profeſſed, as the articles 
of your belief? Will you either take up, or propagate an 
ill report againſt them, and condemn them, upon the foots 
ing of it, without bringing them to a fair trial? 9 
Tou, indeed, repreſent the oppoſers, of the overture, for 
forbearance, as averſe to all eng end as adhering to 
certain articles, becauſe they have them, without examin- 
ing, whether they be right or wrong. And, for ſuch a 
-degree of muliſh obſtinacy, you belabour us moſt ſweetly, 
in ſeveral places of your performance. But have you for- 
gotten, Sir, the tranſactions of the Committee, that pre- 
poet the overture ? You and your friends, you ought to 
have recollected, were moſt decidedly againſt all inveſti- 
gation; but urged forbearance, and carried it, as the pre- 
vious queſtion. Thoſe who refiſted forbearance, as any 
remedy, pled for an inveſtigation, in order to aſcertain, what 
part, of our ſtandards, was contrary to the word of God, 
and have them corrected accordingly ; but, in this fair 
. propoſal, you out-voted us. Had you recollected this 


e 


* - 3 s 
„ * P * 4 


— ̃ ¾ * the rods ith bs xa 
p "hp % a Ju | ' v C8 ; 


* _ 


"Committee's Minute. | . | 
„ 4 Briſto Seffion-houſe, 20th OR. 1796. 
* to conſider the formula queſtion by queſtion.— The ſecond queſ- 
ton being read, &c. it was objected to the firſt part of ſaid queſtion as re. 
quiving an. approbation of the whole doctrine of the confefſion, becauſe ſaid 


* . 
i / 


EY wing mn 


_ writing: might have ſpared. As, therefore, both' you 
N are 9 to _ every article in out profeſs} 


as truth; till it be proved to be an error; and to defend it | 
too, it is upon r e co 1 mean e procceg in my 


a remarks.” 


This, Sir, hath been a Wi melnche and Se. 


able conteſt, as far as it hath gone; and what the end ef 


it {hall be, God only knows. We have ſurely much rea- 


fon to be afflicted, to mourm and weep, before the Lord 
our. God, becauſe wwe have ſinned, and, in righteous: 


ment, he is ſeverely correcting us. Like Iirael of old, for . 
the diviſions of Reuben, there ought to be great ſearchings 


of heart among us: neither have any of us juft reaſon to 
put the blame, in this reſpect, away from ourſelves. Ever) 
miniſter and elder, every congregation and family, à 


individual, have had the ſhare in the provocation; 224 all 15 


of us are bearing our ſhare in the ſuffering, 


It is ſurely more than time to abandon an attempt, which 


hath hitherto been productive of fo much miſchief and 
ar to retain the formula as it was; to reſtore confidence 


tween the miniſters and people, by a declaration of gur 


attachment to what we profeſs; and ſuffer all ſtrife to ſub- 
ſide. And, indeed, Sir, although you had ſucceeded in 
or meaſure to your molt ſanguine wiſh, it would have 

en an extremely doubtful, and very hazardous exponent, 


to ſay the beſt of it which can be ſaid; and where it would 


have landed you, at length, it is hard to fay. But, amidſt 
all the uncertainties in which we have been involved, in 


cell Firexgreer power tothe fp in matters of rigi 
than to many ſeems agreeable to the word of God. The fame objection 
was alſo made to the matter of our covenants. 8 


moved, that ſaid doctrine of our confeſſion, reſpecting the magiſtrate s 


power, and of our covenants, be made a matter of forbearance. 8 
a vote was ſtated, that the above objection be made a matter of forbearance. . A 
ſecond ſtate was put, qe rs re pn ber A pre- 
vious vote was then put, whether the firſt or ſecond ſtate of the vote be 
adopted. The rl bin called, an woes marked, i carrink that te fir 
Nutt ofthe wa wy Alter this we had it it marked as our 
* opinion, that the robe ag ought to have proceeded to explain.” Let the 
2 F udge from this, who are the trueſt friends to freedom 
to retain no error in our profeſſion, any mare than 
—— C But 
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this bulinela of one.thing we are bent abe avenge bite 
8 e — 4 
cauſe of religion, for theſe years paſt, than, anly 
ſpeaking, we have a chance to do good for ten yeurs to 
come, although our labours were accompanied with very 
conſiderable .fuceeſs; and how far your: friends and you, 
Who have W ee and preſſed this matter, are to he 
blamed, as the causg, che day 6 combing. when the Jinlgo 
of all will determine. $4498 36-45 66-263 $5 ſhy” EO 

In my next, I ſhall examine. ur ſtate of the-qu eſtion, | 
* new ſcheme of fe you ſo warmly recom- 


mend, and the texts you adduce in it's ſupport. Mean time, 
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Tus terms « charity, forbearance, moderation, peace; 
are very amiable ſounds; and the things expreſſed by them, 
when properly explained, can never be ſufficiently eſteem- 
ed, or too much cultivated.” Only, as they are commonly. 
employed at preſent, in a ſenſe very different from their 
ſignification in the hol 8 might have favour- 
ed us with the preciſe ſenſe, in which you underſtand them, 
ſince they are evidently employed by you as a protection 
to you and your brethren, in your ſtrenuous endeavours to 
introduce the changes yen propoſe, For you certainly 
know that thoſe men, N adopt the moſt Alam, partial, 
looſe, and ungenerous ſcheme of religion; aſſume the cha- 
racter of the only catholic, charitable and liberal hearted g 
Chriſtians,” and blame all, as deſtitute of ſuch qualities, 
who expoſe the unſeriptural nature, and miſchievous ten- 
dency of fuck a ,jẽjð Tt age nh ol 22A 
Dr. Moſheim, deſcribing, if I miſtake not, the conduct 
of the Socinians, in propagating their errors, under the 
banner of great moderation, makes a general remark to 
this purpoſe; that charity, moderation, peace, are uſually 
the common topics of thoſe, whoſe ſentiments differ from 
the church to which they belong, and who want to introduce 
changes according to their views, r...... 
Nothing is more remote from my intention, by this al. 
luſion, than to put you, or any of our brethren, in your 
views, upon a level with Socinians, or to impute to you their 
abominations: only, in the predicament in which vou 
ſtand, with your new opinions, it is neceſſary you be very 
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to — mag for ſometime before, and ſince 


2 theſe 3 were propoſed, certain brethren ſhould have 


been ſo frequent, and ſo fluent, in in preſſing upon us terms fo 
greatly miſapplied. For really, Sir, in proportion as people 
grow warm with a certain kind of charity, lenity and forbear- 
ance, ſo do they become cold and indifferent to truth and 
conſiſtency: and their moderation ſoon degenerates. into a 
connivance with error, and a tendency ito tolerate the evil 
works of men. Hence then the A enger neceſſity of 
defining theſe terms, in your uſe of them, circumſtanced 
as matters at preſent are, in our unhappy eee 


in ö 
| Abe charity which «rejoices not in — but rejoices 


in the truth,” will never render us indiſferent'to any truth 
' which God hath revealed to our faith, nor diſpoſe us to- 


conſent to any meaſure, which. would be apprehended, in 
its tendency, to throw any truth into the thade. In this 


cCaſe we are not to give place to a brother, even for a. mo- 


ment. Tubing charity in this light, I heartily concur with 
you, that, of all the truths for which aue ought earneſtly to 
contend; none is more certainly divine, nome # more. "ths 
imprinted in the heart of the true follower of. | efus than this, 
that ** we ought to love-one another even as Chrift od nl 
But Chriſt loved us, not in adapting his — to our 
weakneſſes, and inſirmities, and prejudices, and errors; but 
in making the moſt compleat proviſion. for the mortifica- 
tion of theſe evils, and for preventing them from obtain- 
ing * leaſt ſhadow of nnn. in ih ee; * his | 
churc 

As to your e in the bi page, that « our 
corrupt paſſions too readily! diſpoſe us to judge ” haſtily, 
concerning our opponents, with your leave I will pre- 
ſent you with what appears to me pretty * proofs of 
the truth of it. "There are other truths which ought 
not to have place among our terms of communion, unleſs 
we wiſh to exclude from religious fellowſhip; all who have 
not the ſame meaſure of under flanding, or the. ſame meaſure 4 
Pride xwith ourſelves.” , Every man, ſays Luther, * ha 
a pope, in his own boſom. What will it profit us to be 
freed from his tyranny, if we are paper io one another?” 
« A blind deference for fathers is the folly of -bigots, in 


either * « We may be e to op things which 


1 
th) 


— 


TEL I ay, n fad n 
with us for f. them,” &e, &. n, ae * 
more in point, as) they are your own own! 


You obſerve. very properly, page d. . « in „ 
controveriics, it is neceſſary to attend to the ſtate of the 


queſtion, in the whole management of the debate, Tes, | 
Sir: and much depends upon both ſides agreeing to the ; 


ſtate of the queſtion, I heartily wiſh, if you, were reſolved 
to commence: author in the bufineſs,. a ou had paid a little 
more attention to this very matter. Much of the offence 


you have given, might, perhaps, by ſuch an attention, have | 


1 avoided, as well as much of the miſchie. 
«« The true ſtate of the queſtion,” you ſay, between 
« thoſe who urge, and thoſe who oppoſe an alteration in the. 
« formula of the Aſſociate Synod, is not, whether the M 
« ſtrate has any power in religious matters? or whether h 
« has all that power which is. aſcribed to him in our — 2 
« ſtandards ? but, whether the doctrine concerning his power 
« in religious matters, as it is aſſerted in them, be a matter 
d of ſo great importance in gur religion that all miniſters and 
« elders in«the-Seceſſion, ſhould be required to profeſs their 
« belief of it?—Not, whether our national covenants bind 


« the nation through every generation? but whether none. 


« ſhall be admitted to miniſter among us in holy things, or 
te to occupy a place in any Seſſion, unleſs they can declare, 
« in the preſence of God and the people, that the preſent 
« generation is bound, not only to holdfaſtthe principles of 
« religion ſworn to in our covenants, but to hold them faſt 


« on this very account, that they were ſworn to by our fore- 


« fathers; ſo that ve muſt be guilty of perjury as well as of 
« apoſtacy, unleſs we cleaye to that profeſſion of religion 
« which the ſwearers of the covenants bound themſelves to 
«© maintain.” But, Sir, you could not but know, that we had 
many. objections to ſuch a ſtate of the queſtion; and till 


theſe were removed, you could not take up ſuch a diſcuſ- 


ſion, with any proba ility of reaching conviction to us. 


The ſtate you propoſe might promiſe to ſtrengthen. your 
ſide, by LOTS people 1 — 9 views, who had not al the 
information that was neceſſary, to open their eyes to the ten- 
dency of your ſcheme. But ſurely 8 of truth, the 
credit of our confeſſion, and the maintenance of union in our 
fellowſhip, required, that the point be aſcertained from the 
word of God, how far theſe articles in queſtion were agree- 
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able 10 th fie: ne ing ord and for led upon them, 
Beſides, before onevin your circumſtances could om | 


tek a ſtate of the queſtion;'I'ſhould have 
{ov e conſiderations indiſpenſably neceſſary. 7 a8, 
far your ſtation as Profeſſor of Divinity; 4 warranted 
you to Gp into ſuch» a controverſy at all? How far you 
were warranted by your vows at ordination, which bound 
you to maintain, 2 and defend, the very articles you 
call unimportant, againſt all contrary errors and opinions, 
certainly until they 155 regularly found upon judicial inveſ- 
tigation, to be contrary to the word of God ? How far the 


ſcriptural balis * of all eee aſſociation, ve _ re- | 


— baſe: of all eels due! aneh. This to me a 
moſt material conſidexation, 1 controverſy. © Can an - be more. 
clear from the word of God, than that no public inſtructor, offi earery or 


member of the church of Chrilt, is at liberty to aſſert, eee or 12 * 
teach, or prench any contrary to what is proſeſſd, by CERNER. 


church of which be is a member? If he ſer errors, in her profe 

which he cannot remain t. let him bring his grievance. before the courts, 
and abide their ifſue, If their deliverance. relieve him, his end is 
But if not, he muſt then confult with himſelf, whether ſeparation be his 
duty: or rather the courts, how far he can be allowed to remain, except he 
fatisfy them that their principles and regulations ſhall be maintained 2 him. 
la the event of his ſeparation, then, I humbly N is the pro 

to ſtate his views to the pubhe, and account for his conduct. E 

tinue in the boſom of a church, to be intruſted with the inſtruction of her 
members, to live by her bounty, and enjo F 
undermine her intereſts, ſo far, as to My. tr views of 
his own, in oppoſition to the known articles of 23 and which he 
ſwore at ordination to teach and defend; is linly a ſpceics-of the yileſt 
diſhoneſty, diſlimulation, and fraud, 8 of the ſmalleſt re» 
gard to conſcience, or character, can be guilty, I make this obſervation in 
the general, in order to awaken the attention of the Chriſtian people, leſt, 
ia our preſent convulſion, either preacher or miniſter in our connection, 
thould have the effrontery of treſpaſſing, in ſuch an egregious manner, up- 
an the comely order of 0 the houle of God, ag to carry to the pulpit, ſenti- 
ments in fayours of the preſent rage, and in oppoſition to any of the articles. 
which we profeſs as a 2 rech. For if once the breach be made here, we are, 
left as to the preſervation of purity of doctrine, as 2 hody. For 


upon the ſame principle, a Baxterian may „ 


ture, an 2 wy them up in legal and, indeed, by what error 
may not ge 3 "who have committed themſelves te our. 
care" for Which ob and congregations be turned a mc. archers 


ee eee 


T hat. the principle of conformity to. the church ner e for which 
I am row contending, is moſt expreſely ſanctioned b 13 great God ev 
our Saviour, in his word, will appear, I hope, eas corrviction of alt; 
from theſe three examples; Acts xi. 2.—18. © When Peter was come to Jeru- 
« ſalem, they that were of the circumciſion contended with ham, ſayings 
« thou wentcit in to men uncircumeiſed, and did cat with them. But Peter 
* rchearſed the matter from the beginning, and expounded la order unte 
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lation in which'you ſtood to your brethren and your peo ©. 
you to appear at che bar of the public, -with: a queſtian — 
which had never met with a judicial diſcuſſion, nor any 
deliverance given upon it by our courts But above pf IS 
how far you could in juſtice to the articles in diſpute, and 
in conſiſtency with a regard for truth, propoſe ſuck a queſ- _ 
tion, about their relative importance, at a time when che | 
public mind was in fuck, a ferment, and the public opinion | 1 
ſo compleatly afloat reſpecting every thing in which te "oF 


Magiſtrate's. power was any way concerned; and when the 5 | — M 
rage againſt, the arrangements and deeds of former times, | = 
was ſo violent and general. To appeal to the public in 1:30 
ſuch circumſtanges, was certainly offering but a poor co. 0 


* 825 6 * # e 
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« chem,” Ke. be. , From hence i i. obrus, das thels Jer hd n. be 
cuſtomed to this rule in their former church relation, in che old teſtan | |. 1: 
church, that hohe of their teachers were to deviate from the profeſſion they = - **. "I 
maintained. ONTO rr will eontend 1. Wien an 1 
apoſtle, Again, Peter g conduct oftabliſhes the principle in the falleſt n- Yall 
ner. In aſſigning his reaſons, he acknowledges theſe, brethren's right to b. | 2 
Tatisfied, and of conſequence their right to call him to an 5 | 
his reaſons not been "there is 4 conſequent acknowledgement, that be | | 
As xv. 24. © Foraſttiuch as we have heard, that certain which wentour ttt 
from us have troubled\you with words, ſubverting your-ſouls, ſaying, xz 1 
« muſt be circumeiſed, and keepthe law; ts whom: tve gave no ſuch commants  - | 
« ment,” Here again, by the folema deciſion of this venerable ſynod, fuck CY 
as preach or publiſh any thing contrary to what is fan@ioned by the church 5 41 
in her courts, are ſtigmatized as _troublers of the people, and ſaubuerters o b 1 
their ſouls. Every preacher and miniſter muſt have a commandm:-nt {rom thoſe | _ 
to whom they profeſs ſubmiſſion in the Lord, before they are at liberty to 
teach any new articles to the pzople. To do ſo without a commandments 
x very bold thruſt indeed at the authority of Chriſt in his courts, and the 1 93 
comely order in his houſe! A well authenticated complaint againſt fu, e K 7 
would oblige any of our eourts, I ſhould think, to paſs a very pointed ct 1 5 
ſure againſt him. y 1 . wes 3 | Mi ig ol 
AQ. xxi. 20.—26, By the advice of James and the Elders at Jeruſalem, ES, 1 
Paul is directed, to conform to the uſages of, that part of the church, in ; 1 
their re the law of commandments contained in ordinan- 
ccs. Paul obeyed, and thereby ſot an example of this great Chriſtian 'daty, HR 
That if it offend our church connections, to deviate from the accuſtomed = 3 9 
order in that church, - ewes although there be no direct proof for it in the wordef = % 
God, it is our indiſpenſable duty, for the fake of ation, to conform. i 2 
Where then is the bot, or even good ſenſe, of any preacher or miniſter, 
putting conſcience and obligation to ordination vows, or vows at licence, out 
of the queſtion, to rap lis head againſt a pulpit, and [diſturb a (church, or 
offend its members, by introducing his own : notions, contrary to what he 
knows to be their avowed profeſſion ? Even common ſenſe recoils at uch an 
outrage upon all good: order. Any civil ſociety in the kingdom Would. 
mon ; le, expel the member who would act thus, in ſubverſion of d 
er an 8 | | 5 


K 


15 
* 
5 
4 
3 
; & 
pA : 


39 
12 


£ 


% 


) 


uv & - KW 2 iy 
, : 8 ; © * * i 
ö 5 - | o —— 9 
-. . ' | 7 » 4" A Y . - 0 
Good Bon a al; al; — ned re — Ae — | af ; 2 * hs A 
— * 96 —-t—ꝗꝑ — K * 1 


N 
* 
—_— — RR... 

— 


* 


* > 


_ 


ſiderations, I perceive we have got a new ſet of terms aud 
diſtinctions introduced i _ the Se 


| their Committee, of which the Rev. Mr. Campbell of Stirli he IP 


you 
> nem Lo AE os or you eee 


ot eee e eligious 

we had hitherto maintained; and was bringing your panne 
Ker an influenced judge, and 1 jury, without 

him even the Kol fs of objecting to ſuch an un- 
fair 2 of trial. Put the queſtion bout the importance 
of ſuch articles; in theſe circumſtances, and it ; wi No 
degree of penetration to anticipate, nw . mul 

KW would be the deciſon | 

At the ſame time I cannot kelp thinkivg; Mii * | 
a moſt honourable diſplay of the Getotning Bet ed | 
many in the Seceſſion, to their religious profe 85 
although involved In the political ſpeculations of * day, 
like the reſt of their fellow ſubjects, they Feered ſo clear 
of the influence of. politics upon religious principle,” when 
a propoſal of alteration, in ſuch very unfayourable circum- 
ſtances, was put to them. And is it not pretty curious, chat 
_ thoſe, who complain loudeſt of the influence of che ſtate 
opon the church, and of their connection, thould bring 
Forth Tuch a queſtion, at a time when it Was "morally im- 
poſſible to decide upon it, without the influence, of polig 
cal opinion operating mightily. in ſuch a deciſion; and ſo 
were themſelves moſt ſtriking examples of the 
connection.—If a change be N in any article we 
profeſs, let the article which 1 is to undergo 1 it, le at las 
a fair trial. , 

Upon comparing Mr. Frazer's petition with your Vow 


ceſſion, which both n 

and he, had very pointedly'condemned, only about 26 

ago, in the Appendix of the Act and Teſt ſtimony 2055 
» Pages 179, 180, to which I refer you in the foot rome? 


fait 


* According to the minute of Synod upon that kh abs Ai 4 7 
. . d, after 


ſurviving member, had prepared them for the preſs. You 
know, were members of Court at that time. A NOS 


< 'The popular plea advanced in ſu of ſuch vague and extenſive terms 
of Communion, is, that all the chil of God have an undoubted right to 
I aver oor, and that it is not lawful to keep it from them. But 
miniſters in the or Synod an 
rr 
_ they not often be in a miſtake as to this matter? Hath the crarch 26y other 
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hd „e eee nag Si. 6 
Now wwe mmm THE NAME of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
that ye WITHDRAW yourſelves from ney brother that walxkrn D3SOR- 


or, if 2 PISORDEALY in che 


and refufeth to hold communion with him „V 

What has led thoſe. of the Relief principles, ns well as « vaſt number of 
others in Scotland, many of whom, it is hoped, ious perſons, to adopt 
and defend ſuch and unwarrantable terme of communion, is an ve- 


inſpired volume is this diſtin rene e x 
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e not after the tradition which he xzczyzD of us, whether, it he 
by i and diſeipline, which Chris by his 


criminal neg of &, ene thing eee 2 ell s iv gener par of 


happy diſtinion which, they make between-thoſe.things in religion that are 
fre ential, and thoſe that are. cire entin{"or indifferent. _> | 


18 | * 
an to ITY 1 gegen, for * 
pea boſe of inveſtigating the. propriety, of a Eu ps ue — of 
he ought unqueſtionably to ha 
"Lord, add act the laws thereof; and mark well the I 
ow, if or Sage ey Ke on aft — 
Now, if any t 
FFP 
| prop comings in, goings out of it; ee 
che worſhippers may enter it, e which they may * 
out frotn it, might be theſe circumfantiel and indifferent things, Far um it 
It is given in charge to the prophet, and to the whole houſe” of Tirach,”t» 
MARK WELL, and obſcrve tly the faſhion of the houſe of God, in a1 
Tur Yorms thereof, and ALL THE '0RDINANCES, and ALL the laws there 
of to ſet their mind to the ſerious ſtudy . 
' 2 as if they were things of IxDIrrERE Nx, about which they 
wot agree, and yet hold copmunier with one another, but as Ti 


IMPORTANCE. 


" It will be ſaid, perhaps, chat the wil of this pſig in Fackiel 


| mie reſp ihe Jah dentin therefore; is not a 
3 er be Go eee 
ny that this whole paſſage, us well as the context, is a ic 
See bee to reaſon with 
222 ature at Clif, the alone and head d 
"Be oe fm charge wh aw Ow here king on 


S * Go,” ſaid Jeſus to the Mat. 
wi 19,30. and reach ll atns—s ole all things tſocver 1 
| have commanded you.” Did che King of Zion appoint a particular form of 
ernment oe diſciplins-in dhe charch, whictr is bis fp tual kingdom, to be 
8282 ˙ to vinvent ofthe weekly or did he leave it as a thing 
AMBULATORY to be accommodated to the temper of the times, which pto- 
Chriſtians in future ages, might practiſe in what form they pleaſe; ur 


— it in a great meaſure altogether, as a * 5 INDIFFERENT er ei 
CUMSTANTIAL, provided this ſhould ſuit either their inclinations or inte- 


reſts? If the blefſed Jeſus has appointed (as certaink he hath) a particular 
"=_u of government und diſcipline to be obſerved. in 2 church, can we 
if we think and reaſon ke Chriſtians, that he took no notice of it 

is inſtructions to his apoſtles, or that he left. tham at full liberty to reckon 

000 

3 « Teach them to obſerve all things whatſoever 1 have com- 

is the expreſs commiſſion; and half who under the karge 

of miniſters of did teach met echerwiſe, by cal ſome things" uin, 

and others indifferent, with reſpect to the form and of the houſe of the 

Lord our r 


— inciple of adherence ; 
5 Prin our as a 
Os ordinamce, to every n 

of the church, ——— 
. e 
' circumPantial and indifferent truths, is aſſerted eſtabliſhed in the cleareſt 
manner. For you and Mr. Frazer to act fo diametrically oppoſite” to; your 
33K ey 


e oe ara yore: fe 8 fy 
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ed his right, to adopt terms condemned by the Synod, and then 


to define theſe terms in his uſe of them, and. claſſify his 
articles. For my own part, I would eſteem it a ſingula 
favour if Ty could ſhe me your warrant from the word ' - 
pf God, firſt for taking 38 Jou. to uſe terms, and pro- 
agate notions condemned b 


y the Synod,. and ſet ſuch an 
unſcriptural example before the youth committed to ore 
are; ſecondly, your warrant for the uſe of ſuch diſtinctions | 
at all; and then Rate the advantages to the cauſe of truth ß 
nd godlineſs obtained from them, by other denominations oo =_| 
mong whom they have been hitherto in uſe. I would | 

ih you, like a botaniſt with his flowers, to claſſify ane 
prone the various articles of divine revelation under their + 
eſpective diviſions according to theſe terms, elſe you will pe 
ſurely bewilder us. Under e/ential and fundamental trutils,. 
t is ſurely neceſſary, you arrange all the articles. of belief 
hich you require men to profeſs as the confeſſion of their - 
aith, in order to admiſſion into your communion. Under 
ircumſtantial and 4% important, all thoſe about which you. N 

ill leave every man to think for himſelf, and teach for 
imſelf, and you will claim the ſame toleration. The ma- 
giſtrate's power about religion, and the obligation of out 
ovenants on poſterity, we are ſure, will ſtand firſt in this 
olumn, With your liſt, it will be highly- gratifying to 
ave your rule; and be ſure it be ſtamped with the broad 

eal of heaven, as the only ſure guide to direct us, in read» - 


” 


ng our bibles, to aſhgn to each claſs. its proper article. 


. 
* 


or without this, people who have not arrived at your 
neaſure of illumination, but are ſtill involved in the miſts - 
df a « blind deference for fathers” may be greatly at a loſs; - 


- 
* 


"FT. 


nd find your propoſed change to be a vile, uncertain leap 
n the dark; and all you fay upon your ſtate of the quer 
lon, an attempt to reaſon without any fixed principle.“ 
* Your friend Me. Dick in hisSyned Seaman, which, perkap alchongh 8 
ad never ſeen the light, either from preſs or pulpit, would un been little 
ls either to the preacher, or the church of Chriſt, makes this acknowledge» 
nt. That an attempt to ſelect and claſlify articles, to eount their number, 
e,, apt yen re protrs 1) 75 
om the charge umption. It is an uſurpation of the prerogative of _.. 
od, who alone can determine the exact meaſure of knowledge which is re. 
ured to ſalvation.” An acknowledgement fiifficient, ſhould think, on more 
e the credit of the ſcheme even with its fondeſt ad- 
urers: For if, by your own acknowledgement among yourſelyes, jt be a · 
:rdou and not free from-prefumption, to make ſuch an attempt, and our. 
ders are to teach all things 2obatſoever Chriſt hath commanded, it would 
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VFo0yur proof, Sir, your proof from the holy Scriptures, war 
_* ranting you to propoſe ſuch a plan of fellowſhip in the 
Church of Chriſt, before we concur with, you. in ſuch 2 
_ gels Oe 


A - 


Sand of inferior importance the next; and becauſe no itand. 


ther conceives to be only of inferior importance; but both are 
- good men, and for the ſake of charity and moderation, 
- ' ſhould « agree to differ.” Thus under the ſpecious pre. 


_ famefellowſhip; and opportunity is given to change ground 
© cireumfſtances'of the occaſion, ſhall require ny RA e to 


0 circumſtantial to fundamental. | 


and honourable, to have had ſome confiderations, apprizing 
them of their tendency. And here I wiſh both to be pn- 


ſerve. I would not wiſh to affix to any man's words i: 


Jo miſreprefent you or your brethren who have co-operat- 
ed with you in th 
my intention. But, Sir, when I compare Mr. Frazex's pe- 
- tition with the proceedings of the committee of Synod, wha 


your Conſiderations in commendation of all; this concluſion 


| furely be both wiſeſt and ſafeſt for you, coenplestiy to Abenden the enfin 

and content yourſelves with the advice of the apoſtle Paul for once. Where 
exhibited in onr-fubordinate fiandards; and profelled by. us 60 8 chibredy"th 
ys walk. þy the ome rule let & mind the fame se 


JW Bad 3 bag 8 


Except theſe things be done we have no proper ſtandard, 
according to which any terms of fellowſhip can be fixed. 
What may be bn efential and fundamental truths this 
rr may be diſcovercd by the advocates for liberty of con. 
cience and freedom of enquiry, things only circumſtantial, 


ard is fixed, no check can be given to the change. What 
one man may reckon very important and fundamental, ano- 


tence of a more liberal and catholic ſpirit, men of the mol 
diſcordant views and principles are huddled together in the 


to ſhift ſides according as the humour of the times, and 


be transferred from fundamental to circumſtantial, and from 


Theſe appear to me the native,and neceſſary conſequence 
of your {0AM Beyond all doubt, you muſt have foreſect 
ſome of them at leaſt; and therefore, as a candid exhortet 
of the community to accede to your views, it was but fai 


derſtood, and to declare my impreſſions, without any fe- 


terpretations which he diſavows, unleſs they be ſuch as be 
cannot diſavow without diſingenuity, or without, abſurdity.” 


is unhappy conteſt, is moſt remote from 


prepared the overture; when I read the overture itſelf, and 


to we have already attained,” in that b connection of revealed truth 


Kann prof ee is church flu "TY b 
Words, che ae of e of ſentiment in many things 
revealed in the punk we the Oh 

that the affair 5 fiorwer- 1 

e pon act articles mg likely, at #his. n 
favour the attempt with leg, fg 13 the "I 

and the end is. gained... Introduce, the principle, _— N 

unity of profeſſion as a church is gone. Iutroduce the i” 
ciple, and a * is laid to apply it as the remedy | 
upon every. kate essen where farther, devietinn from 
1 truths we profeſs, would render it neceſſary. In hw: 
point of view the artleles in diſpute. were of t e green 8 
magnitude; and if I am right, it was moſt dilingenuous. 
indeed, for the friends of -theſe changes to endeavour to 
perſuade their people that the tings in diſpute were mere 
trifles; and that none, but ſuchas were ignorantorcontentious, 
would refuſe to yield ſuch a ſmall matter to their brethren. 
Theſe are my views of the buſineſsg and if you diſclaim all 

ſuch. intentions, if you. difayow every thing in-your Con- 

derations that would fayour ſuch a deſign, and declare your 
entire ſatisfaction with every part of our Confeſſion and 

Catechiſms, except theſe two articles, I declare myſelf ready 

to apologize for my miſtake. But, without ſuch an aſſur- 

ance, I muſt be permitted to retain my. obs and; agus: 

the dangerous tendency. of A evil. 

Io give the reader an nity of judging for kings 
ſelf, I beg leave · to ſolicit his ls attention for a few: 9 : 
to the following ſtatement. 5 

Mir. Frazer's Petition. The. CoArine of 16 
« reigning through the righteouſneſs. of Jeſus, Chriſt, to the. 

« eternal life of men, . in connection with all other | 
© mental truths, reyealed in the oracles of God, is; {hogs 

« a doctrine” cordially believed, and explicitly — by: 
s all the miniſters belonging to the Synod: and to their great 

« honour, no Socinian, Arminian, or Neonomian error, re- 

« pugnant to it hath hitherto yon tolerated by them. But 

« we profeſs adherance not on Arad — — truths; but 

« alſo to many! other doctribes 9 3 importance. oo 
© theſe are the power of the civil magiſtrate in negurd to Fry 

ce ligion, and the p4 obligation of our public — 2 

j covenants upon poſterity,——Doubtleſs the profeſhon of a 

ugh r her zeal princi- 
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eric; and —— — 
« bo profeſſed which is not fully believed? 

at have we got here? (1. 9 A wund aſſertion of the” 
unſeriptural diſtinction of fundamental truths, and doc- 
trines of inferior importance: of eſſential and circum- 
ſtantial doctrines, in the preſence of the ſupreme court, who, | 
in their act and teſtimony, have condemned it. (2.) Infor- 
mation that the doctrines of inferior importance, to which 
we profeſs our adherance, are many; and that the magi- 
ſtrateꝰs power in regard to religion, and the perpetual obli- 
gation of our covenants, are of this deſeription. Of r 
 lary conſequence then, if forbearande be a remedy for d 
ing 'theſe from our profeſſion, we have only to repeat 
preſcription, to be relieved from the reſt. But what theſe 
ate, as yet we have no information. (3.) Mr. Frazer's ap- 
probation of adherance to fundamental truths; but wind 
regard to adherance to the many things of inferior import- 

ance, his language, although couched, is an indication of _ 

diſſatisfaction. If members of Synod adopt principles con- 
trary to any of theſe articles of interior importance to which 
we profeſs our adherance, he will not mention this to 
their diſcredit,” and the 4 tolerant ſpirit that bears with” 
ſuch, he does not abſolutely code" And the whole 
is followed up, by at leaſt a very unguarded and unhappy | 
mode of expreſſion. '* Nothing either effential or circum- 
ſtantial ought to be profeſſed which'is not firmly believed. 
This ſeems to intimate; that the meafure of our belief is to 
be the ſtandard of the church's creed; and that according 
as the belief of church members changes, ſo are her articles 
to change alſo. If, of conſequence, it thall happen, that 
the Dot. — of a church ſhall apoſtatize from £ Buh, 
that church muſt renounce theſe truths, becauſe er mem- 
hers do not believe them. The good old is ſurely in- 
mts ly ble to this. Let the church of Chriſt Fart 
110 apticte from her ſtandards, till it be proved from the 
word of Cod to be wrong. Let her take care of the mem- 
bers ſhe admits, that they be of the ſame faith with herfelf; 
but never change her creed, to anſwer the views of unbe- 
lievers; and if they be diptegied,- moft TA Cones 
her community in peace. Eads 

The proceedings of the Committee of Synod. Np ee 

The majority refuſe to inveſtigate, wherein the diſputed | 
articles * to the word of. God; chat if r 


＋ 


bi 8 
: ese 


the civil magiſtrate, in faid confeſhon and larger catechiſm 


as alſo in the national covenants of Scotland, and in the 2 


ſolemn league and covenant, has been, and Keil is à matter 
of doubtful diſputation among good and faithful men, che 

Syaod-no longer make it à term of mittiſterial or chriſtian 
3 16, will exerciſe forbearance with brethren, 


vhatever their ſentiments be on theſe articles This Com- 


mittee, let it be recollected, was a pointed by the Synod to 


bring in an-overture, to, unite the ſtntiments of bath fides ib 


theſe articles: but inſtead of making che attem og wy the tuajo- 
rity carry this meaſure at once. It is obyiou 


the petitionz and the tolerant ſpirit which Mr. rats does 
not abſolutely condemn, N es the fulleſt ſanction whict 
unavoidable conlequence 


the Committee could give it. 


is: let good and ente men have doubt diſputation a | 
any other of theſe many des of 1 — importance, 


cannot but in 5 of conſiſt the lane e 
—— 245 by 5 6 ie 57 —— 5 


| — Ang Shue 


do not 14 oh. of ſuch import ande as ory e retained. 


But who will aſſure 184 that ſome. truths which-axe now = 
reckoned fundamental will ll not, before this time, hare i „ 


1 the ſame fate? N e N 
Mr. Lawſon 8 Con (derations throughout;—F, ee WY 
tence or two as a ſpecimen. - © There ave: abe ans 


Which certainly ought not tg have plate among our tertns ; 
of communion, unleſs we with-ro-extlude frond zeligious 


fellowſhip, all who have not the ſame-meaſure* of: unger- 


ſtanding, or the ſame meaſure of pride with ourſelves. 
% Allowing che artieles in queſtion to be truthe, if they 
belong not to that claſs of truth which, ought'to-he” articles 


of church communion, it muſt: imply ſome: degree, at leaſt, 


of tyranny, to exclude perſons-fram communion with 4 


who dare not ſwe 


that they believe them his ig ſurely 
plain enough. 


to require an vs to e 


I, 


* N * 
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ES eng ne i 
but paſs their act of forbearanee as the previous 
queſtion in the following terms: * As the r 1 . 


elaſs cot effentials, only, ought to be | 
articles of ae communion. It is 1 _ 
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queſtion. © The fate of the! queſtion is not, whether the 


i knical Cee 0 afforded: 48 favourable — 


a 2 
an POTTY to leerer 


is claſſes, is evident from his ſtate of tlie 


magiſtrate hath all the power which is aſcribed to Him in 
our public ſtandards, but whether the'doQrine 'concerning 
his power in religious matters, as it is aſſerted in them be 


df ſo greats in out religion, that all miniſters and 
elders ſhould be required to profeſs their behef of it!? 
Fm this compariſon, the evidence to me at leaſt, is ir- 


reſiſtible, that the eſtabliſhment. of the general principle 


was the GRANDOBJECT; and as it was neceflary th introduce 5 
the principle: by an opp of it to ſome particular caſe, 


at firſt; the-magiftrate dT noon pore 


—— 


— Had this not been the darling obje 
an oppoſition to ſuch an = 
ch offence at the moſt undue methods taken Wo 

gate it, not taken a firm hold of the minds of members un 


other, perhaps the ſcruple about the extent of the ma- 


E power, by ſome explanation, might have been 
more eaſily removed. But nothing tefs then a compleat 


2 our. ſhon and fellowſhip, appears to me (o 
ect in the iſſue, 2 


pered at firſt, as the ſcruples © of ſome 


NG of the magiſtrate's'power to religio 
Multitudes in our connections; ang ov the beſt 'of — oy 


| have become friendly to change, becaule they perceive not 


How far the change will carry them. By this compariſon, 
however, let them examine for themſelves, and take the 
alarm iu time, before meaſures be ted that will not 
afterwards be ſo eaſily counteracted. For I am ſtrong} 
e be See 


Neither 


ra 


"I fo 1 — who, 1 it 

much, to perceive: attempts to bring any dated thigh 45 
ſaid in theſe letters into diſcredit,” by a vague refuſal, that 
ſuch a change as that I have ſtated'#bove was meant. Thats 
it never was * individuals who have ue 


2 — eee 1250 
tion. dn 


. * 
25 
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gone along with preſent ures than make a 
3 unto them, 1 will rgadily grant. But Fe K. 
duced my evidence: and till the authors, to Whm I have 
made the sppeal for what I have ſaid; ſhall, in'agipointed 
and preciſe a manner, ſatisfy the public that they intended 
no ſuch thing, by deelaring their ſatisfaction with, and at- 
tachment to every thing elſe in our confeſſion, I beſecenh 
the candid enquirer to judge, the evidence: adduced, for 
himſelf; and not be Ae e by any unfavourable re- 
marks againſt us, till he ſee the error with his own'eyes- 
A few examples may perhaps be of ſefvice, to open the 
eyes of many as to the tendency of your forbearance. Preſ- 
bytery, in oppoſition to Epiſcopacy-on the one hand, and 
Independency on the other, hath: been feckoned by us a 
very important part of reævelation; and we profeſs that the 
Lord Jeſus, Chriſt bath, in his word, left this particular 
form of government for his church: but perhaps the = 
od is not far diſtant, and I with your Conſiderstiona have 
not been the /openimgunt6.it, when it ſhall be denied even 
by ſome of ourſelves, that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath fed 
any particular form of government in his church, but left 
it to the diſcretion of her office-bearers, to adopt what form 
the circumſtances of the times ſhall point out. A ſpirit of 
Independency appears to be. the rage of the times. And 
no wonder, when, Preſbyterians teſtify ſuch a predeliction 
for ſeveral of their peculiarities; and trifle ſo ſhamefully 
with their engagements, to maintain the OT 
Where is the Independent who will afford ſuch cauſe of 
triumph, to other denominations over them? Creeds and 
confeſſions, as. teſts of orthodoxy and bonds of union, have 
hitherto been found of the greateſt uſe in the church of 
God; neither can à church continue any time in unity.and 
purity without them; but the native tendency. of your pro- 
poſals is to ſet theſe aſide, as in a great meaſure uſeleſs, 
and, in a great many articles of religion, allow men à tole- 
ration to think as they pleaſe. Neither will what you call 
fundamental truths be long ſecured; from attempts towards 
a d Y Appropriation, for example, in the na- 
ture of ſaving, faith, hath, in this part of the church been 
kitherto reckoned a very fundamental truth: but what ſhall 
you ſay, if ſome of our young miniſters and preachers teach 
a doctrine the oppoſite of this, and n your divinity-hall ſome 


{cruple not to ſay, that the evil hath had/its origin? 
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_ "the" ereature; or done by it, is, according to Mr. Frazet's 
Petition, the grand fundamental truth; but by Blently bear- 
ing for a while with the introduction of Arminian phraſes 
into our pulpits, our minds will ſoon become reconciled to 
Arminian ideas. It may be ignoranoe of the doctrine at 


per principles and fources from whence evangelical holi- 
neſs can be drawn. Upon no topic of holineſs ought- a 


holding theſe up to the faith 


door is opened for every deviation from 


26 „ oY 


5 Juſtification by the imputed righteouſneſs of dhe Lon 
Jeſus Chriſt, to he exeluſſon of every thing wroughtt in 


firſt, rather than bad deſign, a e books of taſte 
without adverting to their errors, and neglect to ſtudy: di- 


vine truth in à connected arrangement of it. But what- 


ever be the cauſe, a fe inſtances of theſe allowed to paſs, 
in the ſpirit of miſguided charity and moderation, may ſoon 


enſnare men's ſouls with another goſpel, chan the goſpel of 


Jeſus Chriſt.— The full, free, and unlimited offer of the 
Feel to ſinners of every deſcription, hath been profeſſed 
by us as a very leading article of our faith: but if any of 
- your ſtudents ſhall become preachers, and reſtrict the bleſ 
ings of the new /covenant to penitent and /enſible fenners, 
a few inſtances of this allowed to paſs, will ſoon operate 
to a" ſpecies of legality, the more dangerous, as it is both 
plauſible and popula. Ny | 8 


Hlicherto we have taught, that union with Chriſt; Juſti- 


fication by his righteouſneſs, à new covenant relation to 
God as our Father and our God, and the exerciſe of a con- 
ſtant faith upon the Lord Redeemer for all, are the pro- 


- preacher to diſcourſe, OF to our profeſſion, without 
his audience, as eſſential 
prerequiſites to all acceptable obedience. But if onee 


preachers, or miniſters, either not eee en the ſub- 


ject, or not reliſhing ſuch an arrangement, or perhaps both, 
hall, as the great reformers of our age no doubt! by the 
mmtroduFion of practical 5 talk away about the ne- 
ceſſity of holineſs and good works, without bringing theſe 
fully into view, or perhaps not ſtating ſuch principles of 


holineſs at all; only tolerate this mode of preaching in a 


few inſtances, and charity, forbearance and moderation 


will ſoon be preſented as a ſhield of protection for ſuch 


want of ability, to teach others . 
by your forbearance, and our preſent rage for change, a 

* | 4 truth. c 
evils muſt reſult too from your neglect of the firſt and mol; 


\ * 


3 ; 
fix the nature and the number of your fundamenta truth * 85 | 5 
and then aſcertain the number and the names of your'doe=” 
trines of inferior importance, or eireumſtantials, with w 
« thus ſaith the Lord,“ in confirmation of the Whole 

You have indeed ſaid, page 65, that t it is neceſſary td 6 x 
hold thoſe doctrines as terms of communion which are Tr. 
ſential to the Chriſtian life, or neceſſary for maintaining | 5 
the peace, the liberty of the Chriſtian church, and the * 3 
vernment and diſcipline eſtabliſhed in her by Chriſt. T“ | ® 1 


But even this is quite too vague: for what ſome. reckon * 
eſſential to the Chriſtian life, other good and faithful men 1 
may not: and thus we are as much at a loſs as ever. We) 
What ſome reckon. neceſſary for maintaining the liberty of 1 
the Chriſtian church, others may not. Lou reckon it | +, 
« ſome degree, at leaſt, of tyranny” to make what you call BE 
circumſtantial, or unimportant truths terms of fellowſhips © 1 
We, on the other hand, conſider it as the moſt diſnonour- i _ = 
able of all fetters, to be ſo entrammeled with unſeriptural- = f 
notions of liberty of conſcience, and freedom of enquiry, 1%, i 
as to abandon any part of revealed truth in the profeſſion © . 
of the Chriſtian church, to render her fellowſhip conſiſtent 5 . al 
with theſe fodohig) EH tr I INH: 15 WE 
One very important conceſſion you have indeed made, a 
in this little you have ſaid concerning your terms of com- (1 1 
munion, and that is, that what «is neceſſary for maintain -. 1 | 
ing the PEACE of the church, ſhould be one.“ Since then | \ 8 
your meaſures of alteration have ſo compleatly broken our i | 
peace, by your on conceſſion, you become bound to 5 1 
abandon them, and for the ſake of peace retain our formula „ 0 1 
as it was. However unimportant the articles in diſpute Pt 1 | 
might appear to you formerly, yet in as much as the preſſ- 
ing of your 3 would deſtroy our peace, the retaining 


of them is now a matter of the greateſt importance; and, 
according to your own poſition, it is neceſſary for the peace 
of the church, to hold them as terms of communion. Yes, 
Sir, and till you prove them to be contrary to the word of 
God, you are bound alſo to conform to them. Paul did 
not think that the « obſervance of the law of commandments 
contained in ordinances,” was of that importance as to be a 
term of fellowſhip in the Chriſtian church, becauſe it was | 3” B 
done away by the death of Chriſt; and yet when he came WD . 
a _ D 2 ef" B Wh” is Wl” > | "BoA . 


* 


! 


= A. —— —ͤ—ę——'' . —— 


« 
— 7 
** 


— 
* 2 


N 


" A 
7 
— : $4. > 


be alſo conformed... There was indeed this difference 


nat Ut rey 


Jeruſalem, n ak all 2ealous-of.this;yſo 
did he ſtudy. the peace and edification oi his e 


between you and him: he had come under no vou at or- 
dination to maintain this againſt all contrary opinions: but 
you, Sir, with the example Ie of Paul on + wig one hand, and 


your own, vow. on the other, with the conceſſion yow have 


made reſpect the peace. of. the, chareds; ate- ſhut -upit 
the ae ble neceſſity of renouneing your ſcheme, and 
reſtoring our WO 15 A, 2 en that —_ 
have done 25 | 
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Ter Ba Scriptures is TW unerring -Randarll of at 
doctrine, reſpe ecting either faith, or p ice, and by which 
all dotrine - to be examined, is a principle Which, I truſt, 
is held ſacred by all of us, It..is- a principle which. thoſe, 
who differ from you in e conteſt, are as zeal- 
ous in maintaining, and preaching to our audiences, as you 
and the reſt of our brethren can 5g It hath therefore both 
aſtoniſhed me, and pained me not a little, that ſome of you, 
eſpecially of our younger Gene perhaps with as much 
zeal, in this buſineſs, as prudence, ſhould have talked ſo 
much of late, in their public diſcourſes, about. judging dec 
ourſelves; about 8 all things by the orgs % and 
not believing as our fathers AE ae ey believed, 
&c,&c. | Exhortations,abſtraQtly TIER pro- 
we and Te N deſirous ſhould be 


TY: in the preſent exiſting 3 cb ex- 
hortations from thoſe in your views, haye had ſo much of 
an air of ſuſpicion, if not accuſation, that the oppoſition 
as have experienced, hath ariſen. from-inattention to mY 

ly Scriptures, from à « blind deference to fathers,” as 
you expreſs it, and an ignorant perſeverance: i in error, in 
oppoſition to God's revealed will, that it might have ſerved 
the ends of edification much better, if theſe exhortations 
had been ſpared. By the extenſive circulation of inſinua- 
tions of this nature, much injury hath, been done to the 
credit of what we profeſs, and much injury to the cha- 
racter of thoſe who are for eg it, till you prove 
it, by your examination of the word God, to be wrong. 
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principle, is not a ſufficient warrant for a _ n 


ſwer is obvious. 


And; if ureſe brethren have fach fears, that we are ſo ve 
ignorant of the Scriptures, and deficient in examining them, 


it would have been extremely obliging, if they had. mixed 


ſome appoſite portions out of them, for our conviction, with 


the looſe, general, and unſupported aſſertions, which have 
been ſo frequently detailed by ſome of them. Often have 


I wiſhed to hear, from the word of God, our brethren's 
warrant for their novel notions ; but the loſs they have al- 
ways diſcovered here, with the miſapplication of Scripture 
when they had recourſe to it, hath confirmed me ſtil 


more apainſt your ſcheme. 


After your ſtate of the queſtion, e, indeed refer- 
red to ſeveral 2 and caſes in the holy Scriptures, for 
the purpoſe of reconciling our minds to the forbearance 


you propoſe. But, to me at leaſt, there is not that native 


application to the point you with to eſtabliſh by them, 


oe who know your accompliſhments, to be mighty in 


Scriptures, and am perſuaded the character is juſt: 


From you, then, it is to be expected, that the fulleſt 

f which the Scriptures contain, will be adduced m 
upport of your opinion; and I candidly confeſs, you are the 
only one, as far as J have had the opportunity of Hearing, 


who hath, with any degree of plauſibility, looked the Serip- 


tures in the face upon this ſubject. And yet, they are th 
men, that make ** greateſt noiſe about examinin 
things by the word of God; about being honeſt, and yield- 
ing to the force of truthz about making the preconceived 
notions of men yield to the authority of God ſpeaking in 
his word! At the ſame time, to uſe your own language; 
your, c examples do not afford a clear indiſputable proof,” 
of the point you wiſh to eſtabliſh, and, upon your own 
"You tell us, page 6: that « our Lord, in perſon, was the 
teacher of the firſt miniſters that appeared m the Chriſtian 


church. But, you aſk, did they underſtand every article 


of truth; before they were ſent forth to preach in the Holy 
Land, or even before they were ſent forth « into all the 
world, to preach the goſpel to every creature? The an- 

| No! they did not. And what miniſter 


or preacher, now when the canon of revelation is compleat, 
does fo any more than them? But prays Sir, what makes 
"this to your purpoſe ? Did our Lord te 


58 2 185 of 2 


' 
* 


which is neceſſary to convince and fatisfy. You are allowed 


"os Jed wt + =, 


aa © — of 4, — — 


ao £ 
F = 
. 
1 * 4 
* - 


doftrines which he had t it them, 404 us ide al 5 
which he had commanded them to preach to others, ſome 
were fundamental, and others of inferior importance ? The 
fundamental were to be the terms of fellowſhip in his 
church, but thoſe of inferior importance, <« 3 not to 
have place among them.” Without you can ſhew that he 
gave them ſomething like this in dharge, it is extremelß 
difficult to perceive, how his example, 2 A you: have 
alluded, can ferye your cauſe. iS 
The wr Peter is your next ene oe? I 9 | 
to the unprejudiced reader, if you be any more ſucceſsful _ 
with hith. 1 I man of God was honoured to 
introduce a moſt extraordinary change into the fellowſhip 
of the church of Chriſt,” when it pleaſed God to viſit the 
Gentiles, to take out of them a people for his name.” Nei- 
ther would he venture to deviate, in a/rg/e jota, from the 
acknowledged profeſſion of the church, -till by an expreſs 
command, in his viſion from heaven, he was authoriſed 
to do ſo. Immediately upon his conduct giving offence, 
he met the queſtion fairly, and allowed a full inveſtigation: 


and it was not till the church was ſatisfied, that they ac- 

quieſced, ſaying, “Then hath God: alſo to the Gentiles 

8 repentance unto. life !” Support your new ſcheme, 
ins 


by as clear and expreſs authority from the ſure word 
of prophecy, and let us-ſee it; and the church will have 
every reaſon to thank for the information, and will ac- 
cede to your views. Fer till then, you muſt excuſe us, 
although. we ſay we are far from being pleaſed at the con- 
fuſion, yexation, and grief, which you and your brethren 
have occaſioned, and at their refuſal. to allow an inveſtiga- 
tion of your conduct. 

You tell us here, that the Tewith, Freren at Jeruſalem, 
appear to * haye had contracted and narrow views concern- 
ing the grace of God to the Gentiles.” But, aſk you, Did 
Peter ever imagine that they ought to be cenſured for theſe 
miſtaken notions?” And who would imagine this any more 
than Peter? Peter had no better notions about the grace 
of God to the Gentiles than themſelves, till by a viſion 
from heaven his miſtake was corrected: and whenever the 
revelation was made known to them they rejoiced in it. 
But could Peter have n! them no Le about the 
change he introduced, you will. pardon me for ſaying, than 
you have * about ange you with, I have no doubt 


| | 5 | | 72 
| Hits tines che e and otic r 


another caſe to which you refer, i h with Hm ta'the 
"fect betaiiſe d uu to be Hamed?” On the: other hand, after 
fuch a clear revelation" of the will of heaven, reſpecting 
the calling of che Gentiles, they would have been extremely 

cu de fad they ſhut their eyes agamiſt this lighri . 
The terms bigotry, and ant den e. brethren, however 
applicable to the cafe to which you refer, abſtractly taken, 
pet, conſidering the matter at iſſue to which you mean to 
make the application, r Ar might have been 10 
impropriety although you had ſpared them.. They are 
both vapueand ſenſeleſs,” in the modern uſe of them at any 
rate; and, conſidering the profeſſions of charity, meeknek, 
Arnd gentleneſs, you have made in your introduction to thoſe 
ö Conſiderations, ſuch terms from you were ſcarce to hate 
been expected. Was not your method of conciliating us 
ho differ from you to have been the fame with Paul! 
Were not you and your brethren, the apoſtles of: charity 
and moderation, Wh imitated the meekneſs and gentle 
- nels of Jeſus Chriſt ?” How then comes it to paſs, that in 
this unhappy difference, all who have moſt to ſay againſt 
our confeſſion, the obligation of our covenants, and à con- 
_  ſoientious adherance to our religious profeſſion, till it be 
proved to be wrong, obtain ſo much applauſe among you 

as the men of ſenſe, underſtanding and ſuperior enlarge- 
ment! While thoſe, who, from their reverence: for the 
- oath of God, ſtand up in their defence, and complain of 

17 | being offended at ſuch indecent liberties, in brethren-who 
4 - are bound by the ſame oath with themſelves, obtain no 
ot other redreſs, than the epithets, ignorant, bigotted, narrow 
minded, contracted and uncharitable ? How comes it to 
paſs, that ſuppliant brethren for moderation to themſelves 
on account of their ſcruples, no ſooner think they have got 
any thing in their favour, than all the forms and rules! 
difeipting are rigidly adhered to, in their application to thole 
people of our fellowſhip who are ignorant of forms: but 
who wiſh to adhere to what they profeſs, till they ſee it to 
be wrong? This is ſurely ſomething different from 4he 
meekneſs and gentleneſs of Jeſus Chriſt! While you make 
a claim upon us for the exereiſe of charity and moderation, 
oughit you not to ſet us the example, by behaving towards 
us more reſpectfully, and by putting an interpretation upon 
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conſiſtent with truth? In x to go along with you- 
we do Jou no wrang; but in the Jau haye taken 10 


accompliſh Os. we think both our religious. Ly 
feiion, 


' thoſe who: in its defence; are 
exceedingly. have been the harm of alen: 
ing an honeſt ani commendable zeal for truth, to the conduct 


<< youz eee e you had reckoned 
them weak uppoſing us to be ac · 


tuated by a fear of violating our engagements at ardination;. 
and of eee ourſelves and our people in ertor and tous 
fuſion in the } Theſe, am certain, are the feara of 
ſome. And as ta the people who want no alteration, 


ines 

pour fide of the queſtion are beyond all doubt parties in the 
zauſe, has it not ſomething of the air of injuſtice, and per- 
haps is little ſhort of the proſtitution of diſcipline, ta en - 


ereiſe it even to the 2 e eee 


— | | 
Won, rr. nh 1g Give you 
you want, and you will ſoon make us feel, 


of your diſcipline, chat we muſt either conform to "wo your 


alterations, or you-will render it a moſt afflicting condition 


to remain in counection with you. I am ſorry to bring 


this forch: —— ͤů wm. >. i 


But — income — 
ample of Chriſt as a teacher, and ete 


me at leaſt, quite a new one] t If,” zou ſay, te the diſ- 


ciples of Jene bad nor learned from lum, during the at- 


tendanee of ſome: ag ne ove, way Mg 5 
ſuppoſed that idates for the miniſtry will 2 | 


courſe of a 7 
men like themſelves; ee eee eee, ns dl 
tament, and be ſo well 

truth, as to be qualified for entering into a ſacred vo that 


they will hold it faſt 20 the end uf Weit lips r . Te W-. 
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ſttudies. Of conſequence all formulas and ereeds, as ſtands 


your general concluſions from fuch a peculiarly cireumſtan- 
tiated caſe then, is ſurely not fair. Neither can the parti 
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to be admitted to ſerve. in the goſpel of Chriſt, juſt accord 


ing to the extent of their knowledge, and progreſs in their 


ing teſts of orthodoxy in the church; ought to be ſer afidez 
and every youth you train up for the miniſtry have a for. 


mula for himſelf,” according to the progreſs he hath made 
under your inſpection. I have no wiſh to miſrepreſent 
you but this concluſion appears to me fair and neceſſary, 
| that their 


is ſurely a great misfortune to the ſeceſſion 
Profeſſor of Divinity entertains ſuch ſentiments, and can 


allow hirnſelf to publiſh them. And if he does not enters 


tain them, it is very unfortunate that he hath ſtumbled 


| upon ſuch language as ſeems fairly to imply them. I keave 


it with you to determine, whether the ignoranee, unbelief, 
and carnality of the diſciples of Jefus; during their attendance 


en him were not peculiar, and defigned of God as ſome very 


bitter ingredients of the curſe lying upon him. To draw 


cular commiſſions which they executed in the time of this 
miniſtry: ſerve. as a general rule to us. It is with their or- 
dination after his reſurrection we have properly to do, 'as 
an example to us with regard to the point in hand. And 
1 * to their commiſſion, Mat. xxviii. 19. 20. if their 
0 


8 ation was not to teach to. others all that he had taught 
them. Much that he had taught them they had forgotten; 
„ Buy,” ſaid Chriſt, “ the Comforter which is te Holy 


Ghoſt, whom the Father will ſend in my name, he ſhalt 
teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembratite; 
ewhat/aever I have ſaid unto you.” They were ordained apoſtles 
it is true, before this promiſe was'accompliſhed;- but they 
were not to enter upon the work of apoſtles till the time of 


the promiſe ſhould come. They were 2 in thut 
city of Jeruſplem until they were endowed with power 


from on high.” Theſe things taken together, deſtroy 
apprehend, the premiſes you intend to A 

Is it to be ſuppoſed: that candidates for the miniſtry 
will learn in the courſe: of :a few years attendance, &. 
every truth contained in the new teſtament?” Sec. This 
is ſurely intended to repreſent it as a-moſt-unreaſonable 
thing, to demand a vow at ordination, '«© to hold faſt what 
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ſtated the matter fairly. Our confeſſion of faith and cate | 4 
chiſms larger and ſhorter,” the doctrines of which we be- 1 = 
came bound to maintain at ordination,'contain _ a --= — 
y of the truth of revelation, not every truth. In man „„ 
of have we been inſtructed from our youth up. And | 
with regard to the inveſtigation ef them, and of the reſt, 
from the word of God, fo as to ſwear * to hold them faſt 
all the days of our lives,” I cannot fee it to be ſuch an un- 
ſuppoſable caſe asg 2 would repreſent it.—As to your = 
mode of expreſſion here to learn every truth, to be eftabliſhed 
in every truth, and to-vow to hold it faſt, &c. the defign of 
it is abundantly obvious; although perhaps it will ſerve no | 
good purpoſe either to admire or imitate it. If you can , 
rſuade your readers that it is unreaſonable to require, and 
impoſſible to ſwear in truth, in judgment, and in righte- 
ouſneſs to hold faſt all the doctrines in our confeffion and 
catechiſms, then you ſucceed in ſinking the eredit of out 
ſubordinate ſtandards, and in prepoſſeſſing the minds of 3 


candidates againſt a vow of adherance unto them. This 
is ſurely a moſt ſerious matter; and a ſtrong confirmation 
of what I have aſſerted before, that a great deal more than Es 
the extent of the Magiſtrate's power, is the ultimate object Le. 
of this Dumme on £1105 Chapter ents - h 


— es apt mean by every truth contained in be  \ | 
new teſtament. Do you not inſtruct our ſtudents in the „„ 


holy Scriptures at large, including the old as well as the 
new teſtament? If not, when did you receive inſtructions, 

and 2vho gave you them, to reſtrict their ſtudies to the ne- 
teſtament? When I was favoured with the inſtructions 

of your worthy predeceſſor, and he was your Profeſſor as 

well as mine, he made no diſtinction between the old and 

new teſtament, in inculeating the ſtudy of the Scriptures | 
upon us. He taught us after the example of Paul, and ! 
thought it had been the uniform doctrine of all the prieſt . 
hood in the Seceſſion, that LL Scripture, the old te- 
tament beyond all doubt no leſs than the new, 4 is given 

by inſpiration of God, and is profitable for reproof, for cor- 

rection, for inſtruction in righteouſneſs, that the man of 


God may be perfect, thoroughly furniſhed unto all good - 
works.” N. B. The old teſtament with a ſmall part of the F 


new, if he had any at the time when he wrote this epiſtle 
to Timothy; was Paul's bible! «© Whatſoever,” he adds, 
« was written afore fime was writtenfor our learning, that 
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wr? — 4b in the new teflament.” This is a curious 
limitation: and I ſheuld be glad to know, upon what au. 
| thority, yon or any religious inſtructor, although be were 
not connected, as you are, with a body who is known 0 


who have 


| profeſs the very-oppolite, is warranted. to make It. Tbe 
| x Bi Tale of lack i limitation hath often been cauſe of fur. 
* prire to me. And whether it be to, get rid of the very 
0 Kee 1 — difficulties, reſpecting the Magiſtrate's power. in re. 
\ ligion, and the obligation of our coyenants on poſterity, 


- which are contained in the old. teſtament, they 

| recourſe to the limitation beſt know, I will by no means 
3 gaſſert it: ehough it be the only probable conjecture for 
. 5 he reſtriction which hath occurred to my own mind, I 


am very loath to ſpeak in ſuch language to our Profedor 
of Divinity, but am conſtrained to ſay it, by what yau have 
aid before me. I neyer had the remoteſt ſuſpicion you 
. were a man of ſuch ſentiments, and it hath grieved me ex- 
_ ceedingly, that, in your profeſhonal ſituation, you {bould 


5 have it in your power, to impart and to recommend ſuch 


doctrines to the youth, from the different parts of the ge- 
© - cefſion, who are afterwards to fill the pulpits of our con. 


wid allow ſuch leaven to leaven the whole lump- 

- Apollos is next example, page 8. And becauſe he 
fer, that uniformity in profeſſion, ought not to be m_ 

of all the public teachers, united in the ſame n 
Jowſhip. -inference is not expreſſed in your words, 
but 1 hope I have fairly hit the idea, But, Sir, can you 

_ demonſtrate that the circumſtances of the church then, in 
which he pbtained licence to preach the goſpel, and ou 

are parallel? Can you inform us beſides, of the vanous 
articles contained in John's baptiſm? From whom di 
Apo los obtain licenee to preach? or did his hoence autho- 

rize him to teach any thing, ceptrary to the doctine f 

| Chriſt and his apoſtles, which the church profeſſed? Me 
know he was © mighty. the Scriptures; he was inſtrutt- 

d in the way of the Lord he was fervent in ſpirit,” which 
imply very - diſtinguiſhed qualities of à preacher of dhe 
— — A ſolution of theſe things will enable us better de 
— judge of the propriety of your inference. | 
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——— and chat the Synod, by reſiſting an enquiry, 
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fetly. than he did, they did not req: 3 
to deſiſt from preaching,” Bre. Aqui gnd-Prite 

know were private chtiſtians; and L thong 7 
byterians had held it as a principle of Scriptural ſubongli- 
nation, that it is not the proyince' of any private ariſtian 


— 


licence, to defult. 
couple, and the opportunitics'of the apoſtle Paul, 


2 1 an * 


knowledge of many thittgs 


not for the commiſſion we curry, could better inſtruct us, 
than we ſtand up to inſtruct 
ſtance in general, nothing furely-is more foreign f 

deſign of the Holy Ghoſt, in bringing Apollos forward in- 


the canon of revelation is compleat, and the church 
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and connected view of divine truth, | in the various parts 
der to favour ſome miſtaken notions, about liberty of con- 


men, I will not yet ſay of my brethren, of corrupted 


be preferred againſt them. 

happy inſtance for your purpoſe you could hive adduced, 
You fight moſt 9 vi in the courſe of a few ſentences, 
and carry off the palm, with much triumph, becauſe: you 
had none to combat! Meat, whether they 
unclean: days, Whether they be 


dially. It would 
to impoſe ſueh things upon his brather. 
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„ , ber him: (nnd 


t that we. Pref- 


to requeſt. an 8 hom the rulers mw church 
religious experience: of e = 
| te Inch 
they had enjo' gave them a larger and more acourats . 
- 1 ** than, perhaps, be had. But 
can any thing elſe be inferred from hence; than this, that 
we may ſometimes addreſs private chriſtians, who; were it 


i? And ad to the in- 
ien fromi the 


to view at all, or in tranſmitting the abridged- account he 
hath givep us of him, than to ſerve'as a proof, that, _ J 


Chriſt hath attained, by much labour, and patience, and 
perſecution, and watching, and prayet, to 4 comfortable 


of it, ſhe ſhould caſt all or any of theſe away: and, in or- 


ſcience, and freedom of enquiry, fit down again, upon a 
vague, and indetermined ſcheme of fellowſhip, to: pleaſe = 


minds,” although if they perſiſt, the charge will inevitably 
aul is the next example you quote. „Abd the woſt un - 


not regarded: Theſe are proper objects of forbearance-ac-. 
cording to what Paul hath faid in the zath chap. to the 
Romans. What you ſay here, ur will ſubſcribs muſt cor- 

che higheſt preſumption in anf of , 


n , 2 


be clean ot 
regarded to the Lard ot 


no warrant, from dhe word of God, to-do fo. Things = 
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about which the Holy Ghoſt is either altogether ſilent, or 
about which he hath given no certain ſound, are properly 
the objects of-forbearance. But wherein the Holy Ghoſt 
| hath intimated his will to the church, and the church hath 
recognized that doEtrine as part of her profeſſion, all her 
| r her otfice-bearers, being bound by 
church cowenant, to walk together in fellowſhip, become 
mutual guardians of the truth, and of one another. In 
ſuch à relation, it would be an inſtance of unfaithfulneſ 
to à brother, ad well as unfaithfulneſs to our adorable Re- 
deemer, to a toleration of ſentiment, contrary to 
what we profeſs, and the Holy Ghoſt hath revealed. 85. 
tisfy us, then, that the different articles, you aye for eaſting 
out of the place of terms of fellowſhip, are of the ſame na- 
ture with Paul's meats and days, and I have no doubt, but 
we will moſt cordially harmonize. But till then, we will 
reſiſt to the utmoſt, all your attempts to preis upon us, 
ſuch an unſoriptural wh orien J 15 5 * $ 
Tuoour next qubtation is from his epiſtle to the Philip 
pians, the 3d chap. and 15th verſe.” I wiſh you had Tooked 
this text, à little more fully in the face; for if theft 
be a, paſſage in all the book of God, that enjoins any 
thing like unity in ſentiment, and profeſſion, this is cer- 
tainly one of the moſt ſtriking. Let us, then, as many | 
as be perfect, be thus mended: And if in any thing ye be 
otherwiſe minded,” nom mark the remedy! Does the 8. 
poſtle enjoin them to frame an overture, and paſs it into 
law, that, in future, they ſhall purſue ſuch a line of cons 
duct, as to corttinue, and increaſe this ſuppoſed diverſity o 
ſentiment, and tolerate each other in maintaining contri 
dictory views? Does he adviſe them to diſcuſs the quek 
tion, of the relative importance of the thing, in which they 
are otherwiſe minded, to ſee whether they can drop it out 
of the liſt of their terms of fellowſhip, or not? No, Sit, 
No] He gave them a very different counſel.” He exhorts 
them, by all means, to; preſerve the unity to i 
had hitherto attained, in the things of God. And, 
upon any article they had different views, to wait on God 
in prayer and inveſtigation of the holy oracles, for light x 
the matter; and, for their encouragement in this, de 4 
ſures them by promiſe, that God will vouchfafe the nrg 
. that their unity in ſentiment, and profeſſion, 
ec not interrupted. - But what is there in all this to favou 
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ane thing? They muſt poſſeſs an uncommon talent for 
criticiſm, indeed; who can reconcile this, with Mr. Fra- 
many dbetrines of inferior importance and with your at- 


tempts to perſuade us, that theſe ought not to be terms o 


* 


communion. Nay, upon 0 plan, how is it poſſible, 


that this apoſtolical W be put in practice ?; for 

it we © agree to differ,“ that is ſurely an agreement, a 

to walk by the ſame rule, nor to mind the ſame thing. 
Dick have ſhewn, to preſs this text into your ſervioa, it 
completely baffles all your endeavours, and calls upon the 
generation to renounce your unſcriptural ſcheme. What- 
ever attainments the church of Chriſt. hath made, by the 
united wiſdom of her office · bearers, directed by the word 
manded, by this injunction, to abide by theſe and to fee | 
that her members — in nothing, from them, Thus 


uniformity in ſentiment, uniformity in rule and 1 wo 7 


ment, is injoined upon all the profeſſed. friends of . 
deemer in as direct terms, in this paſſage, as language dan 
allow. 6 Far am I from ſayings; Sir, that᷑ this article is 
not written with great plainneig. ofſpeech.”: Paul, honeſt 
man, like our venerable anceſtors, was not quite up. to aur 
modern doctrine of ic liberty of conſcience ?”; and therefare, 
to allude to wur on ſaying, it would be more honourabhle, 
becauſe it would be more candid, to allow: that our vene- 
rable apoſtle had not clear views. of the natural riglii of 
man, than to attempt to twiſt his words into a conſiſtenss 
with thoſe notions of toleration, that are nom ſo common, 
and that wert ſo rare in the Chriſtian church, upwards of 
ſerenteen hundred years ͤch!o)!)!h)ß A 
It ſutprized me not à little, to ſind the late Mr. Broms 
authority preſſed into your ſervice, in your foot note, ag 
9. although it is well known, in what abhorrence he held 
the ſcheme, ydu would oblige him to patroniae. Lou quote 
him to proug, that every religious dafrine-ſhould not he an 
article of fellowſhip among Chriſtians: But all he ſays is, 
« that men may have different views of manyadivine * 
ern Thut, Sir, is. very different from dolfriner,ofo = 


ready attained; let us walk by the fame rule, Jet us mind the. 4 
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wn | Tau ion about Conſtantine's ladder, and mnfiqu- 
1 AStion as if we, who reſiſt your meaſures, wers acting the 
xl | part of che pope, . him, are ſureiy 
r | exceedingly -unhandſome. I am ſorry to ſay, that to me 


| ele Condraton to pon out + 8 
| Confi to out a ſtrong an ; 

the principles profeſſed in the Seceſſion, and the 

2 and we get pretty broad 
1 , that we reſemble the man of ſin in many 

e his And: this is charity and moderation! s 

893 pleaſed, at ſuch 3 from brethren 


ſo contrary, a8 as we think, to the mu · 
6 nee | 


to one 
end what we profeſs, till it be proved: to b 
ſoft anſwer arte away weeth: It is z'pit) 
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the views of your neighbour. It is the duty of all to bring 


Nn ene T 


* 
- 


* A „ 
EO "ul. . > Ep | 
that you are-under-no-miſtakes in+your judgment?. about = 
theſe diſputed points, and the alterations.you are for. integ- 
ducing; and that ad undue rage about /berty.hath, not, in 

any reſpect, miſſed you? 4. Ate. there no remainder of 

blindneſs in your mind, uncertainty and error in your 
julgement, as wel as corrupt eee heart” . 

ſpecting forbearance, about certain doctrines of qur holy re. 

ligion, as unimportant articles in chur h communion? 

« You know but in part,” and you and Mr. Diek ſee . 

through a glaſs darkly,” When you. impoſe all your no- 

tions upon your neighbour, are you ſure that you. impoſe = 

no errors upon them? Before you eu to your. brethren / 

to ſwallow down, all your notions”. reſpeQung important 

and unimportant doctrines, and the changes you are: for 
introducing upon thelg, * make. . that, cyery, — 


one of them, without exception, is true. 


But, what hath been adopted as the public profeſſion or 
opinion, if you will, of the church, according to the Serip- 
tures, is not my opinion, nor e either, 8ir. And there- 
fore neither charity, nor forbearanee, warrants you to ac 
commodate thãt profeſſion, either to your own N | 


their minds to the mind of the Holy Ghoſt; but by no | 

means to model his , inſtructions, to their peculiar. yiews. 

When the articles of a church's profeſſion. have been found 
by 
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and acknowledged to be agreeable unto the word of G 
prieſthood, are bound by the authority of her head, 4 to 
walk by the fame rule, and to mind the ſame things,” and 
in walking thus, they walk upon ſure ground. But if any 
fall out with the head, and reg kon theſe too ſtrict for 
them, who is to blame for this? The church days them 
under no compulſion, either to join in her fellowſhip at 
firſt, or even to- continue when connected: but — 202 4 
reſt act an unfaithful part, in ſubyerting the conſtitution 
of the church, contrary both to convictions. and the-lacrgd 
obligation of a vo, to pleaſe them?.+. + 17 4 
But let us hear your argument from the ins, of daily prac- 
tice, and which- N. Dick hath employed in his Synod Ser- 
mon. Are ſuch miſtakes in judgement as are conſiſtent 
with vital religion, ſo much worſe than the fins of gur 
daily practice, that we muſt be excommunicated for the 
former, vchilſt the latter are univerfally-tolerated, as the 


and founded upon it, all, in her ae e e 
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inſeparable attendants of erring humanity. in the . beſt. 
e e have we got vere, Sir? e 11 
don't miltake you, the moſt wild and extravagant, that 
ever were uttered, by any public inſtructor in our connec- 
tionF I hall examine firſt your premiſes and then your. 
conclufſon. Tout premiſes contains a, poßtion at once 
ny and ſhamefully looſe, in point of morality. - 
Are e the fins of our daily practice univerſally tolerate 
as the inſeparable attendants of erring humagity in the beſt 
of men?” This is what Jou ſay; and in your preſent uſg 
of the position, approve of it, as right that it ſhould be ſo. 
A moſt horrible ſentiment! nor could 1 think it yours, cl 
I perceived the uſe you were making of it. Let ug bring 
it to the word of God and fee how it will ſtand the teſt in 
this trial. * Thou ſhalt not ſuffer fin to ly upon thy bro- 
ther; but thou ſhalt in any wiſe rebuke th brother.“ I; | 
this Sf, the ſms of daily practice? If © it be in; 
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Whether the inſeparable attendant of erring humanity in 1 
the beſt of men or not, we are not to ſuffer it to ly upon; P 
him,” Nay his 2 * ood man, renders it ſo much the : 
more criminal. „ Ye fal not add unto the word Which p 
I command you, neither ſhall you diminiſh ought from it.“ | 
This is ſurely a flat contradiction of your poſition: only, 4 
Sir, the quotation is not from the nw teſtament: it is taken. * 
from the old! But the new is as direct, in condemnation, T 
of fuch a ſhameful relaxation of morals, as the old. Who-. 
ſoever ſhall break one of theſe leg commandments, .apd. 2 
ſhall teach men /o! he ſhall be called the lea in the Ki ge. th 
dom of heaven.” And ſo infolef unt was Paul to his broken 8 
Peter, that he would by no means let an « inſeparable at- 3 


tendant of erring humanity” in this good man pals, but p 
withſtood him to the face, becauſe he was to be ane, Wil 
If this be the tendency of your tolerant principles, may. q 
God of his abundant mercy prevent the generation, from. 

being carried away by its influence! Let this maxim. of. ſe 
yours once become Pop ilar, in the world, and the intereſts. 


of morality will not be much indebted to you, for giving it 0 

your ſanction. And this is your ptemiſs , 10 
Let us next attend to your concluſion. Are d ſuch 0 

miſtakes as are conſiſtent with vital religion, ſo much 

worſe than the fins of our daily practice, that we muſt be. ye 


excommunicated for the former, whilft the latter are uni- te 


verfally tolerated?” This is ſurely plain enough. Accord-. BY c: 
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N \ 
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ing to 1 "He che preſent wawnüng 13 muſt 
ny yoo 125 that is 1G with 9 755 religio 1 5 8. 
our terms of fellox ſhip will * imply à degree, at Fk, ar 
tyranny in them“ And theſe ate the e our 375 
nod refuſed to examine! I beſeeck my Chriſtian 5 . 
in the Secefion to mark this; and ponder its tendency; 


a conſtitutional intimation of their Vp een unto it, 


. 


beſt i of men os Ae tolerated,” 
ſuch a relaxation in morals, to plead for an DEF tolera- 
tion, of religious fentimen C9 ent awith vital religion, 


if I underſtand” "you, means, co iſtent with a racious | 
ſtate, And is'it poſſible, Sir, that you would be or tole- 


rating all miſtakes i in Judgement, as you deſign error, if 
conſiſtent with 4 gracious ſtate? This would make very 


doctrine, in the Seceffion'! 
Roman Catholics are in a gracious ſkate, 2 and will you plead 


poſition. Quakers, Anabapti 85 Epilcopalians, | ethodiſts,. 
Independents,” Baxterians, Ar rminians, . &c. may e 
rital godlinefs, and 1 doubt not but many of them do. 


gracious ſtate, antl therefore vou muſt tolerate them!? 
fondly hope you have no intention oft cartyi gs matters 
thus far. But it is not with your intentions, bu bak ee 7 8 ” 
expreſſions; and dectirations; I have to do. Theſe 84 

far and neceſfaty confequences' of what. you have. 7 


principles of toleration, you ate fo zealous to have intro-- 
duced among us. 2 


ſelf for uſing ſuch language, and em loying ſuch arguments 


ſo a calculate 
ous plan. 


you produce, to Warrant, as you think, the A der of W 
terms of fellowſhip, you propole; Ta take the 


contraſting, with your ſtatement} thoſe” texts of dos fol | 


7 F 2 


ay even alth 
that t the: ſins 01 a pra per 5% an 15 | 


nfair from 3 


ſpeedy work indeed; in deffroying any thing like purity of 
1 Po doubt but — 1 | 


Their miftakes of jud ement are conſiſtent then with a, | 


Blame me not for drawing ſuch Ulerenckt. Plane yout- . 


3s involve conſequences ſo deſtructive to religion, and, for i 
the mercy of the + e if they will fee it, conſequences 


to expoſe the tendency, Fl your danger- 
Having inveſtigated he paſſiges from Kcripture while} | 


for a toleration of their miſtakes in' judgement ? ?” But you -# 
cannot do otherwiſe if you, be conſiſtent with our own, 


aye, and the neceſſary conſequences in the iſſue, of "vg 3 
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which favour the principle of church communion, we hase 
hitherto held, and then leave it with the unprejudiced 


* C 


reader, to determine, whether your's, or our's, have the 
moſt natural, obvious, and extenſive application of the 
word of God, in it's fayours? We aſſert then, that, unity 
in ſentiment and profeſſion & all that Gad bath revealed 
our faith and practice, as an indiſpenſably neceſſary bond of 
union, in affettion and love, is- uniformly :held out, by Girl | 
and his apoſtles, as the GREAT OBFEGT, all the members of hi N 
church were to have cogſtantiy in view, in their avalking. tage- 
ther in haly fellowſhip. If then we can eſtabliſh this to have 


been the original principle in church communion, it fal. f 
los of conſequence, that no part of the Chriſtian church, N 
is warranted, in ſucceeding ages, to depart from it. t 

Without having recourſe to the Old "Teſtament Church, t 

in eſtabliſhing this principle, let us proceed at once to the | 

apoſtolical e which. it is hoped you will allow | 
to be the commiſſion of the miniſters 'of the goſpel, in a ? 

ſucceeding ages. Go je into all the world and peach t 

the goſpel to eyery creature. teaching them to obſerve ſ 

all things, whatſoever I have commanded you.“ Ne d. t 

inctions, you will obſerve, between important and un- f 
important doctrines, here! No ſcope for variety of ſpequs c 

lation,“ here! Whatſoever Chriſt taught them, or this h 

word. and Spirit were farther to teach them, the orders 0 

were expreſs: all theſe things, they were to teach to others, p 

and teach them to ob/erve_ them. But how could they n 

t teach all things whatſoever he commanded, if the mi- «| 

niſters of religion, in ſucceeding ages, were to agree to 
tolerate contrary opinions among themſelves, with regard er 

tp theſe all things, and in order to favour ſuch a tolexa- ol 

tion, ſit down, and frame an overture of a law for thatpur- ar 
- poſe? No, Sir, the rule is moſt expreſs, You are-to th 

teach theſe all things, I am to teach theſe all things. And ſh 
in order that we may commit the ſame truſt: to faithful ed 
men, Who ſhall teach others alſo, we. mult ſurely. be fati- A 
| fied, as to their belief of theſe all things, and their aft. Wl th: 
e teach them to others. And as to an 4 agreement do 
to differ about things of leſs. importance, recollect, I en- Jet 
treat you, Sir, what Chriſt ſays, in his ſermon upen the f pre 
mount, of the miniſter who, would teach men ſuch à ge. wi 
tion. As if foreſecing how fond ſome would be, of fuch tat 
un: 


a vile conceit, he geclares, „ Whoſocyer ſhall break-one 


o 


* o 


be called leaſt in the kingdom of heaven.“ 4 If any man 
ſhall rale ama from the words of the book of this prophe- 
cy, God ſhall take away, his part out of the book of life,” 
Declare any article of faith of ſo little importance, that 
men may think or teach as they pleaſe concerning it, and 


it will ſoon ſink into ſuch general diſrepute, that you might | 


| almoſt as well expunge it from your bible. But to pro- 
Whenerer-the Chriſtian church was modelled, and an 
acceſſion made to her members, by means of Peter's ſer- 
mon, it is expreſsly ſaid, They continued ſtedfaſtly in 
the apoſtles doctrine . in the all things ſurely, the apoſtles 
taught them to obſerve ; „ and in fellowſhip.“ Their at- 
tachment unto, and uniform profeſſion of the doctrine, 
laid the foundation of their fellowſhip; and their '/edfaf# 
continuance in both, was the glory of the primitive church. 
No toleration of opinion, different from the apoſtles doc» 
trine, is allowed the primitive converts; nor did they de- 
fire it. 5 They continued with one accord. The mul- 
titude of them that believed were of one heart and of one 
ſoul.” From all which we draw this concluſion; the 
church of Chriſt ſet out upon the principle of unity in re- 
ligious ſentiment, profeſſion, and affection, as the bond 
of fellowyſhip ; and the nearer any part of the church ap- 
proaches to this order, in ſubſequent times, ſo much the 


* 
4A 


more of the ſpirit and influence of the goſpel of Chriſt, 


does it dice rr p p ß 
After the diſperſion from Jeruſalem, wherever the teach- _ 
ers of the goſpel travelled, and planted churches, it was an 
object of their ſpecial care, to inculcate this ſteadineſs, 
and uniformity among her members. Barnabas exhorted 
the converts at Antioch, that with purpoſe of heart they 
ſhould cleave unto the Lord Barnabas and Paul conſirm- 
ed the ſouls af the diſciples at Lyſtra, and Iconium ane 
Antioch, and e exhorted them to- continue in the faith, and 
that we muſt through much tribulation enter the king- 
dom.“ When, accordingly, certain men came down from 
Jeruſalem to Antioch, and brake the unity of the churchs 
profeſſion, by their new light notions! Paul and Barnabas 
withſtood them, and had * no ſmall difſention nor diſpu- 
tation with them.“ Upon their perſiſting, to break the 
unity af the church's profeſſian, the caſe, was tranſinitted- 
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neſs and gentleneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, to bear with-one ano- 


ance. too F 


Bae inſtead; of this, theſe holy and zealous men for the 


| PR) CFR re eee derne, pon he 


queſtion, ſo full in proof of. this point. nia; | 
Here then we "45 ph g 3 ty ney objeRtion 
The former inſtandes, it may be' pled, did very welt; when 
the church was of one mind, about Chriſt's al rhings: but 
cannot apply to the caſe of a divided church. When this 
ns, as it is impoſſible, in this: 1 


| ſtats, for 
men to think perfectly atke. in all things is it not much 


more agreeable to the ſpirit of the goſpel, and to the-meek. 


ther in their different views, about things of leis impon- 


zes dan to oblige men either ie ſeparans. Fee, 


. — 
o 
1 


rites? _ 

would ſay in reply, that the objeRtionris. 3 a 
refleQtion on the wiſdom of our great Maſter. Ir Was 
a8 4 impoſſible for men to think: perfectly alike in all 


things,“ when he gave the apoſtles their commitſiony-a$'it 


is now ;, and yet lie hath not provided in the teaft for ſuch 
an impoſſibility. Either then the apoſtles muſt refuſe ſuch 


2 8 or they muſt become hypocrites'in accepting 


it —But perhaps he lefe it with his ſervants, to malte pro- 
viſion: for tliis inconvenieney, whenever a caſe: of diverlity 


col ſentiment ſhould: occur. Here is ſuch; a caſe, then 
and let us hear how the rulers. of the church; mer in 6: 


Ns decide upon it. Never perhaps did a queſtion come 
before any court of Chriſt, i in which. there were ſuch dan. 
of | dividing upon it; and of conſequence, where ſuck 


: 2 reaſons might be pled, for the expediency of paſſing 
an 


of forbearance, as a principle of toleration in future, 
The Jewiſh converts were zealous of the rites of Moſes; 
The Gentiles were extremely averſe to ſubmit to them and 
a diſeuſſion, eſpecially. in the audience of Jewiſh ſpectatort 
muſt jnevitably throw every thing in confuſion. Forbear- 


many members of court, affair in diſpute is only 4 
delia about words, things of inferior importance, that is. 


truth, met the queſtion: fairly, entered-compleatly into the 
merits of the cauſe, reaſoned from the word of: God Tun 
that happened to be the old teflament!} condemned thieſe men 
for their conduct, and aſſerted and eſtabliſhed the principle 
of unity in the church, in all its vigour. And Which is 
Rill more remarkable, even although the ſentence of ch. 
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1 tha Geadionca ace % 
the ceremonial rites gf Moſesz Jet, for the ſake of unity 

in the body, and harmony among the diſciples of Chriſt, | 
they, in their decree, ſtill retained certain reſtrictions -»: 

the Gentiles, as terms of fellowſhip. From whence 1 
would draw this neceſſary concluſion: that peace and har- 
mony in the church of Chriſt are ſuch very deſirable ob- 
c, that even articles, about the propriety: of retaining of 
which, lon may have their 1, ought rather to be 
retained, th "binds up the of centention, by mov- 

ing and preſſing an alteration, I ſpeak as to a wiſe man, 
judge ye what I ſay l. Foraſmuch as we have heard, 

« that certain which went out from us have troubled you 

« with words, ſubverting your ſouls, ſaying, 2 muſt be 
cireumciſed and keep the law ; to gave no 

© ſuch commandment: it ſeamed good to the Hol "Ghoſt. 
and to us, to lay upon you n greater burden than theſe | 

© neceflary, things: that 'ye- abſtain from meats'offeret to 

© idols, 6 from 7 e og ſtrangled, and 
from fornication: from whi you: ene 

* ſhall, do well. Fare ye well.“ WM 
This decree, for the more perfect conformity of all the 
hurches, was. carefully circulated among them: and uni- 
ormity in doctrine and in profeſſion was the privilege, auc 
he ſtudy of theſe happy times. You: will furely not 8 | 
of theſe men, as you fay of our anceſtors, that they had 

ot clear views of the natural rights of man, and thoſe | 
rinciples of liberty, now yniverſallycurrent-among us 

nd yet they gave no more lantuce to freedom of enquiry, 

an our anceſtors have given. 
Perhaps it may be ſaid 4 that: the artiales of doftrine 

vere but few. Whereas in latter times, the numerous 

rrors, and various parties, into which the church hatt 
deen divided, have greatly multiplied the articles of the bw 
hurch.” —Let us only recolle&t our Lord's commiſſion to 

he apoſtles, and we muſt acknowledge ne 6p far Rem 

ting ſo few, as ſome would imagine. Old Teſta- 

nent was the bible of the primitive Chriſtians, containin ing: 

|| the doctrines in Moſes and the Prophets, and the book. 
f Pſalnes, concerning Meſſias then eome. Befides this, 
he expoſition of Sheng prophecy: by the goipels, and the 
ntents of the various epiſtles, as they were circulated- 
nong the „ rendered the articles: of the Chrit- 
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. tian's profeſſion; even then, pretty numerous. But {rc 
ſtead of inercaſing errors, giving occaſion to "tolerate di- 
verſity of opinion, in any thing which Chriſt had injoined; 
it rather required the edge of truth to be directed, more 
ſteadily againſt that error, by a more fretjueht and full 
exhibition, of what the Spirit hath ſaid unto the churches, 
in 1 unto it. But how could this be accompliſh. 
ed, it any of the teachers of the chureh were allowed, to 
entertain, or publiſh, diverſity of opinion, reſpgfting that, 
or any other part of the church's profeſſion 7. The church 
of Epheſus is commended by Chriſt for not bearing them 
which were evil r who held erreneous principles, as well 
as followed immoral practices. „And thou halt tried 
them which ſay they are apoſtles, and are not.“ The 
church at Pergamos & held faſt his name and did not deny 
his faith.“ But wherein ſhe tolerated the doctrine "of 
Balaam, and of the Nicolaitans; he blames her, and calls 
her to repent. Thyatira is blamed for tolerating Jezebel. 
The church in Sardis is exhorted to hold faſt as he had re- f 
ceived, And to the church in Philadelphia, he faith, a 
% Hold that 7% which thou haſt that no man take thy ſ 
crown? ⸗- 2 eas ab 
Paul, writing to his ſon Timothy, ſpeaks of at form of tl 
. found words,” which he exhorts him to hold faſt. Whe⸗ 
ther that was the formula then in uſe at ordination, Ileave m 
it to others to determine. But one thing is certain, what- ol 
ever Paul taught Timothy, Timothy had orders, ta com- nd 
mit to other faithful men: but with reſpect to atticles of ſe 
inferior importance, as matters of forbearance, we hear Wl ©: 
not a word about them. « The things which thou haſt — 
heard of me, among many witneſſes, he ſame commit w 
thou: to faithful men, who ſhall be able to teach others de 


alſo.” . | | ſe 
The church at Philippi c were to ſtand ff in one ipi- an 
rit, with aue mind, ſtriving together for the faith of th 


goſpel:ꝰ for all the truths received and profeſſed by the en 
church. All were to frive together. No toleration of diver- 
- ſity of ſentiment! Alas, what came of the rights of con. yo 
ſcience, of the rights of men here]! And then he adds, tio 
C If there be therefore any conſolation in Chriſt; i any Il 0 
comfort of love, if any fellowſhip of the Spirit, if any in 
bowels, and mercies, fulfil ye my joy, that ye be i Bl Bl: 
minded, having the ſame love, being of accord, of 0 i | ; 


age hae —_—_ already 


2 ener nn 

of God od, t e ” ths 
bros pots -- fiſt, 10080. and built "Ir Hf 
eftabliſhed in the faich, -as they hail been taught, abounding 


rofeſſion & Jet us walk b the /ame Wer 
nen thee . TED 


therem with thankſgiving, Beware leſt any man ſpoil 
you, through philoſophy, and vain deceit, after the tradi- 


tion of men, after the ruUinefits'&f this world, and not af- 
ter Chriſt.” And this, I fay, was his declaration above, 
« left any man ſhpuld beguile you with enticing wo 
This is a moſt ſerikiug paflage ! and is perhaps as applicable 
to us, as if Paul were riſing from the dead, and delivering. 


ſuch a charge 1 in perſon, to the men of this generation. 
Very enticing words, about © liberty of conſcience, and free- 


dom of enquiry,” whieh you know is the yery ſoul of 5 8 
new ſcheme, have been uſed to beguile many, and wi 


much ſucceſs alas] our good Profeflbr not he hene "Th This 


is a principal branch of the faſhionable philoſophy of th 
and vain deeeit of carnal-men,'-as wa unto, any 
ſubverſive of, the true ſpirit of the goſpel of Chriſt, as that 
could be, to eh our apoſtle here refers, and therefore 
there is equal need for us to beware of it. 
Timothy Rath expreſs orders c to withdraw from an 
man who not to wholeſome words, even the — 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, be they fundamental truths, or 
not. 
ſent to theſe; if a conſent be not neceſſary, but men may 
© agree to differ about many of the revealed truths of God? 
* Me are to hold faſt the profeſſion of our faith without 
wavering. We are to contend earneſtly for the faith, once . 
delivered to the ſaints,” And Ferant as we have heard, 
ſeveral of the churches in Aſia the Leſs fell from this rule, 
and tolerated opinions contrary to ſome articles of the Faith, 


But what need to withdraw} or to demand his con- 


they were e agg on th Soom _ ſeverely” threat-. 


ened?!! * 
Now, Sir, migbty as you wer this 


* 
18658 


$: challenge 


you to produce a feries — examples, precepts, and exhorta- 


tions, in their native, obvious, and unconſtrained meaning, 
lo decidedly in point, to prove. the loofe plan of aſſociation 


in fellowſhip, Which you are ſo zealous of meroducing. . 


Blame me notꝭ then for — 2 _ Ar language, althoug 
I pronounce, your" ſcheme iptural, ae, 
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Iris is an nn 25 Volney oY 1 5 RO 1 
an opinion is in vogue, every one diſcovers new proofs of 


its W eee The caſe will perhaps be found to hold 


a truth, hath the misfortune of becomin Fund de Aſo As, 
the general diſlike increaſes, every one thinks he diſcovers, 
new abſurdities init. The adyocates, e c liberty. 
of conſcience, in the undefined uſe of theſe terms at preſent, 


and of c freedom of enquiry,” imagine that ſcarce any axiom | 


of Euclid can be more certain than theſe notions, and the 


principles of liberty upon which they are founded; and of 


conſequence, every thing, that is ſuſpected of curbing the 
operation of theſe principles, is inſtantly — and dif- 
miſſed the ſervice, with little: ceremony. 

Repeatedly hath the church of Chriſt, ex 


ing favourite maxims, or principles of philoſophy, and ar- 
ranging and explaining the doctrines of revelation, in con- 
ſiſteney with them. The Arminians became fo enamoured 
of their principle of li of will, that the freeneſs of 


grace in à ſinner's juſtification was offered up to this Idol, 


and the Seriptures compelled to blaſpheme, in teſtimony 
of the other points, N thought t conſiſteno ae. 
ed them to maintain. The Socinian, in eſtabliſhing 
favourite principle, that all the doctrines of KI 15 
to be explained in conſiſtency 
man reaſon, hath been forced to abandon the N arti» 


6 2 
* 
5 x 
e - Fl , 
' FF : . wh. 


equal , true, in an inverſe proportion, when an opinion, or 


10ed the 
baleful conſequences to the purit of the co of adopt- 


with the conceptions of hu- 
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; | 62. | e 15 
cles of our faith, and our hope. And if : liberty of conſei. 
ſhip of Chriſtians in the church of God is now to he modelled, 
then the beautiful uniformity and unanimity, enjoined upon 
her members in the Scriptures, and examplified by them, 
in ſtriving together för the faith of the goſpel, muſt be loſt. 
The toleration ſo neceſſary for the operation of this princi- 
ple, muſt introduce a ſtrange mixture and confuſion of 
ſentiment and doctrine, as far as that toleration extends; 
and as to diſcipline, as a guardian of the purity of doctrine, 
that of neceſſity is gone. To give the ſcheme a greater 
air of plauſihility, and that ĩt may take better with the bulk 
of m̃ankind; an unſcriptural diſtinction between the truths 
of God is inſtituted, and under the deſignation bf leſs im- 
portant, many articles of revelation muſt be ſunk into de- 
weer And this is the native tendency of your favourite 
orbearance. . | 


From the beginning fo the 12th page of your Condes 


* 


ations,” ybu Have afferted the. principle and ſketched, 38 T 
ching, ce barlines ef. «> low 22er of things?? and the 
MUG IH Heath? TINT : r N77 
Magiſtrate's power, and abligation of our coyenants,. are 
fred upon as the articles, for bringing it wore eaGly, into 
operation. © This T Trußle not to altert as my conyietions 
and in order to correct me, if miſtaken, I requeſt an.expli- 
cit declaration if chefe be the only, e t which you, 
and the teſt, th your views, are at à loſs? are you, ſatis ed | 
with every thing elfe, in chat confeſſion of Hub, the copi- 
ouſneſs of which ſeems nqt a little" to vex you, eſpecially 
: with regard to young ihfrants into the Ra Of are 
4 theſe two articles only an opening unto farther alterations? 
— The ae nfo a ptineiple which may afterwards 
be carried fuch len as the circumſtances of the 7 
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members of Synod, in the exercile of. 
« free enquiry,” may require ? Should this laſt be the caſe, 45 


©. 
4 
— 
122 
a 
S 
'S. 
2. 
2 
= 
2 
— 


— — 
* 
Fo 
85 
—. 
my 
8 
=] 
= 
— 
3 
5 
Qs 
a 
E 
— 
= 
2 
my 
= 
8 
= 
2 
«© » 
* — 5 
Ly 
"ed: 
As 
8 
8 


** 


As to the two requeſts which you make of dd qu 


: n We oF 5 
e alittle eee the firſt... Before 
— W a ſentence farther; you requeſt 3 1 
ind conſider anew, the paragraplis in our ſtandards which 
are the ſubject of debate.” And for their accommodation . 
you throw theſe: paregraphs, into a; foot note. But, Sir to 2 
fav done juſtice to 
paragraphs, whom you ſo highly reverez-to- have! 5 
jaſtice to the character of the Seceſſion, as a religious 
$ have done juſtice to the preſent controverſy, and Jade 
to your readers, you ought, I humbly apprehend, to have 
requeſted of them ſomething more. — That they read and N 
ponder the texts, in illuſtration qx in confirmation, of theſe e 
paragraphs.— That they inform themſelves particularly, of. bb 
the circumſtances in which. theſe men were placed: n - ö 
demned for difloyalty on the one hand, and preſſed by a | | 
moſt formidable combination of Roman Catholies and High- f 
Church-men, on the other That they make one part . . | 
| 
| 


their principles to explain the ſenſe, in which they under- 
ſtand another.— That they read apologies which have been 
ritten in their defence; particularly letters by cur wo 
Profeſſor of Divinity, upon toleration.— That i in a word, e 
ey carefully peruſe the light, in which theſe thin _—_ 2 | 
all along been received and profeſſed, by the Sornilicn, | , 
order that they may ſee the ſubject Gio both hg 2 Oe | { 
de better able . ar with equity. But in f f 
nanner in which your foot note is preſented, with your | 
eycre ſtrictures; upon its contents, in your progreſs, the 
und, even of one pretty well informed upon the fubje&,” | 
ould ſcarce” eſcape conceiving prejudioe againſt them: and 

o wonder although the minds of many have thus become 5 
prepoſſeſſed. 7 — taken in this connected view, where is 
he cauſe for making the mighty noiſe- and _— 3 | 
ele articles, which have been made? ' + | egy drei 
As to the « ſolemnity of ſwearing by the great nameof 
od” which is the ſecond thing, you wiſh your readers to 
onſider, I hope y our charity will iuduce you to beliere, that 
ve deſire to be as deeply impreſſed with this, as you can 
de. You will allow, beſides, it is hoped, that thoſe Who 
ave not ſeen the ſante cauſe for an alteration, nor are 
qually ſatisfied, as to tlie manner of alteration propoſed, 
dave, in no inſtance, diſcovered leſs. reverence for the oath i 

t God, than their brethren. Nay, Sirz it is becauſe we 
car an oath, + Dy eh you, and we, are * a 
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ſtrong. It would have given a new turn to your future 
reaſoning, and prevented many unneceffary; and unjuſt re- 
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ert, maintain and d;fend all the do tries in our 6. 
to tlie utmoſt of our power, againſt all' erer did 


mand contrary thereto,” that we cannot fe e mes. 
ures, till you fatisfy us from the word of God; that it ebn- 


uins articles, contrary to that unerring ſtandard. 'Do'this, 

and we will renounce them immediately.” Do this,” and 
ve will cooperate; with you, to the utmôſt of our power, 
to forward reformation from error of every kind. 


Ide iſt objection you ſuppoſe made to the propoſed 


- alterations is certainly very deſicient as you have ſtated it, 
and whoever hath uſed it in this form hath not been aware 


of the advantage, which might be taken of it. They, 


+ the articles in queſtion that is, have been already received, 
and therefore ought to be retained.“ But this, with "ra 
leave, is the fair ſtate of the objection. They have bee 
already received as agreeable unto the word of God and foundel 
upon it, and therefore ought to be retained; till upon m 
ture and judicial inveſtigation, they be proved to be wrong,” 
The objection, according tv this ſtate of it, is certainly very 


floctions againſt your brethren. ' Nay, what ſurptizes me 
moſt, is your annexing ſuch appoſite Scriptures to the ob- 
jection, and yet not perceiving the equity of ſtating itz in 
the manner, which hath been juſt now exprefſed. '« Whete- 
to we have already attained we ought to walk by the fame 
rule, and to mind the fame thing. We muſt hold that faſt 
which we have, that no man take our crown. And Having 
bought the truth, we muſt by no means fell it.“ Theie! 
ſhould think much in point againſt your plan of alteration; 
and your buſineſs Was certainly to endeavour to take of 
the force of them, or ſhe w, by ſome appoſite reaſoning, that 


they could not apply in _— of the objection. Inſtead 


of that, you fairly beg the queſtion, You ſuppoſe the 
doc trine of the confeſſion, about the Magiſtrate's power in 
religion, and the obligation of our covenants, to belong to 
the claſs of truths, whith Chriſt never intended to be terms 
of -communion in his church. But ſurely, ſuppoſition i 


one thing, and a ſatisfying proof, another; and 3 


prove this, the argument remains untouched. Tour afler- 
tion, or the aſſertion of any man, is by no means an autho- 
rity ſufficient to eſtabliſh a principle, which is the very 
point in diſpute. Tour diſtinction between truths which 
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ovght 40 be terms; of  fellowſhip;-and/truths which ought ; 
— coulider as both unſeriptural and looſe inthe hig u- 


eſt degree, in point of fair and ſolid reaſoning; and till you 
define terms, enumerate, and 2 ee eee 
adduce your proof poſitiye for theſe things; from thæ word = 
of God and then demonſtrate that the Atidles in -quettion 

are preciſely of this deftription, the objection, I humbl 
apprehend, temains in all its fore. 


and profeſſion this article of ; Chriſtian liberty; that men 


may eat any kind of food they pleaſe ez but lie did not hold 
it Al 2s a term of communion. And a good reaſon why, 
Becauſe it was a r 37 outien? in its own nature; and 
left ſo by the Hoh : and if you prove the things in 
— as far as we can ug 2 this'is-a favour the public ure 
Here it may perhaps be proper once for all, to reftefn 
your memory, and inform the reader, of fome circumſtances, 
which you certainly had forgotten, when you compoſed 
theſe Conſiderations, and the retollection of which might 
have ſaved you ſome labour. Don't you recollect, Sir, for 
you too were a member of the Bynod's Committee; dont 
you recollect, that the ſirſt queſtion, upon which the Com- 
mittee diyided, related to the meaſure of diſcuſſion and in- 
veſtigation, hich one, unacquainted with the bufineſs, 
would think, from what you have ſaid, we had reſiſted ? 
And this, I know, is a cireumſtance which hath miſled 
multitudes, in the opinion they have formed, and ſide they 
have taken in this buſineſs. We repeatedly declared, that 


we were as averſe from retaining any thing that was not 


founded 2 word of God, as the moſt zealous advo- 

change could be: and w ſay ſo ſtill. We requeſt- 
ed the articles in queſtion to he tried by that unetring 
ſtandard. We urged that the Committee proceed: in the 
firſt place, to explain, fo as to aſcertain how far theſe things 
were agreeable to che word of God: and if, upon due en- 


quiry, any thing in the confeſſion and covenants wete: con- 


trary unto it, to ſay ſo in our report, that the Synod might 


ſay ſo to our connectiona, and to the world, and thus give 
a certain ſound, upon the matter. Don't you recollect too, 
that ſame in your views e inſiſted, that all diſcuſ- 


ſion ſhould be avoided, preſſed forbearanc 2s/the-prewous _ 


py 
, 


* * . 5 
* — ate, << 


the reſult would warrant, you certainly liave great 
fa ines ce elf, when: you uſed ſuch language, as if we 
; giv 


we 


ion, and, as were FRO care i 
gecko bete — 


at a time when free enquiry was fo proper and net 


for edification and mutual underſtanding of one 5 
views, was denied; and at: e eee alvoentes, 
for freedom of enquiry! De enen 21 3 & 


[Sond yand'a6ifait amazed; auth erbeten 


to an explanation. We were truly at u loſs t aſcertain 


the meaning of it. We had heard a great talk about 
and ſcruples concerning certain expreſſions in our — 


books. It appeared therefore, to ſome, the beſt metholl of 


removing theſe ſeruples, either to convince the ſorupleꝶ 


that they were in a miſtake, or to make others ſeruple 
well as they, ſo as to lead to ſome neceſſary explanation; if, 
after a fair diſcuſſion; it was found there wete oceafom för 
it. But when it appeared that a majority were againſt this 
I could not help being impreſſed, from that moment, with 
what your Conſiderations fully warrant to ſay/ that, under 
of. ſcrupler, ile great object ey thei CHANGE" in ile 


terms of our Chriſtian fellewfbipi iii 0 


— allidifcuſbbn; had: we- poſitively refuſed 


. amendment to the better, after, upon ſerious inveſti- 
gation, any part of our religious principles were found to 


be wrong; then perhaps you miglit have had ſome reaſoh, 
for the ſtrong things you ſo frequently ſay, againſt e making 
ſinful vows and nat retracting them; againſt re .- 
ing an error and not making free enquiry into je —3 
gainſt « regarding our views in oppoſition to Chriſt's in- 
violahle laws,” fee. But when we requeſted an inveſtig 
tion, in order to determine how far there was aſon . 


che alledged ſcruples, and to propoſe ſuch alterations is 
8 


ven occaſion for ſuch ungenerous inſinuations. 1 
hurt at the manner in which this part of 


* — bath been ſtated to the world; and wonder 

much, that although yon had forgotten, fore of your 
friends, ho peruſed aur manuſeript, did not abſerve and 

correct the miſtake. We think too, that in pröpoſing to 
take up the buſineſa, in the — 

ed, we had moſt expreſs ſcriptural example for our rr 
Witneſs the Conduct a ot the Synod of: Jeruſalem, 157 
which we have offered ſome remarks already. See p. 47 


Committee rej ſekt- 


you. 
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2. before they. renounce them either di 
rectly or indirect on 5 It is equally true and important, that : 


\ 


God, in ſupport of a profeſſion which he: does, not, believe; 


next paragraph, page 17, Near the foot, in which you. very 


formally eſtabliſh a truth, which none, I ſhould think, 


that ſuch as oppoſe the overture. are in danger of going in- 


to this abuſe. And yet it hath much of, the air of ſuch an 
inua this pecu- 


iaſinuation. In peruſing your Conſiderations, t 

liarity in your manner has repeatedly. ſtruck. me. ; When 
you. are about to aſſert ſome. new and uncommonyjopumen, 
in oppoſition to what hath hitherto, been ꝓrofeſſed by us, it 


- 


— 


is commonly prefaced with ſome very poi Utd declarations, 


in fayour. of | truths. peculiarly, acceptable and yaluable. 
Such are the judicious remarks ls c 
vowy here. "But let us mark the ſequel}. -. 


4 
. 2 
into 
117 9mgt BY nj g<dl 1 
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concerning 


AS ae "a 
Page 19. % t ought alſo to be.obſeryed, that no intrants 
the miniſtry, or elderſhip, come under any vow bo | 


418 
- 
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maintain every article in our Confeſſion of Faith, as a term 


. dination, tbat the doctrines in our ſubordinate ſtandards 
tain, affert, and defend theſe truths to the utmoſt of his 


not require the intrant that ſucceeds him, to do the ſame! 


_ and declarations at ordination, of their ſoundneſs ani 


What do you mean then, by aſſerting, that no intrani 


ton of Faith, as a term of communion to be impoſed up! 


— 


ple, as we were never called on to ſay, that they ougil 
tion is too nice for me. I am fo dull, that I cannot pe! 
commanded to commit the ſame truths you have receie 


trants.“ And pon thus concludethe paragraph ie 


725 


* 


\ 
8 . 
( Q K P 
. 0 
5 5 5 2 . | 1 
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* 


of communion, to be impoſed upon all ſnccorting, in. 
I ſee no 


reaſon, therefore, for the alarm that has been excited 3. 
gainſt the overture; for in departing from the things in 
diſpute as term of communion, there is no Fam vs. 
principle; as we were neyer. called on to ſay, that they 
' oupht to be terms, but only that they are truths, be 
di 1 introduce here is What I do not well com. 
prehend. Is not every n to your own' po. 

tion, required to fay before God, and to the church ator- 


are truths; and does not he come under a vow “e to Main- 


power, againſt all errors and opinions contrary unto them?” 
f Being bound to commit theſe to faithful men alſo, muſt he 


This was ſurely the light in which Paul viewed the matter 
The things that thou haſt heard of me among many wi. 
neſſes, the ſame commit thou to faithful men, who ſhallhe 
able to teach others alſo.” Thus the very nature of aſſocia 
tion and ſucceſſion to oflice, as well as the preſervation,al 
purity in doctrine, requires, that the ſame vow demandet 
of me © to aſſert, maintain, and defend the truths of God 
againſt all errors and opinions contrary unto them, 
' ſhould demand of others, who are called to a ſimilar ter- 
vice. You cannot, in conſiſtency with duty, and . your 
vow, admit men of con views, for you are bound u 
defend the truths you profeſs, to the utmoſt of your power! 
and therefore muſt be fatisfizd, by the ſame previous triak 


friendſhip to all theſe artleles that were demanded of you 
comes under a vow to maintain every article in our Conf 


all ſucceeding intrants?? ? +4 AY 
| In departing from the things in diſpute 'as terms d 


communion, you add, there is no relinquiſhing of pre 
to be terms, but only that they are truths !—This diſtin 
ceive either the propriety, or juſtice of it. For if you b 


o faithful men, the moment you paſs à reſolution, chat IR 4 
you will bear with any one, whatever: be his; ſentiments IN 4 
n W-oncerning any gf theſe” rruths 3. .from that instant, 19 7 
ace, you oblige yourſelf to hear, without any uneaſy. em- _ 
on, or expreſſion of blame, whatever ſhall be ſaid by thoſe. W 
nn your fellowſhip, againſt the articles ie the for- 
of Dearance extends. - - And 1s this.no relinq i | ing of. princi- R 
e? Is it no felinquiſhing of principle, no renounein g 
er engagements, both Ae diy %%% ͤ  . 5 


. to liſten to a brother, condemning any article which 
on, edged yourſelf, by oath, to maintain, aſſert, and 


efend;“ and become bound, by that agreement, that you 1 
all not contend with theſe contrary errors and opinions 7 ä 
in. 10 ſees not, that by conſenting to your meaſure, princi- f '$:3 
e muſt poſitively, be lng del and yet you aſſert it is | 

ot. Thoſe, who differ from you about the prefent or any 

ber articles, muſt either be perſuaded to accede. to you 


cws,, and relinquiſh principle, or, be guilty of . 
heir engagements, at ordindkion, in order to pleaſe and 
accommodate you; which is ſurely a thing you would con- 

demn as much as I do. e 
I am truly ſorry, you are at ſuch pains, to impreſs your 
readers with the idea, that our Confeſſion of Faith is a 


deli noſt bulky and unmanageable performance. Conſider- 7 
0088"g the great number of articles in it, you think it no eaſy AN 
ö Watter, , eſpecially for young men, to conſider, them all 

ich ſo cloſe attention, and to be ſo firmly eſtabliſhed in 
dure belief of them as ſcriptural truths, as to declare before / 

| God their firm belief of them. But they would need per- 


haps more than a liſe- time to examine the. importance of . 
them, before they could conſcientiouſly promiſe, never to — 
hold communion with any miniſter or elder who does not, | _— 
believe all of them without exception.” —Forbearance re- 
pecting the extent of the magiſtrate's power, and the obli- 

gation of our covenants, can be no relief. to you here]! 
Our fellowſhip is radically wrong, in your view, as long as 
olfice-bearers, with us, become bound by oath, to main- 


ain the various articles in our Confeſhon ! By what ou 
have ſaid above, you excite prejudices in the minds both . 
aher young men and others, againſt a profeſſion of adherence | SY 
nente all the doctrines of our Confeſſion, . in oppoſition to con- 
rary errors. Tou give us reaſon to expect too, that when 
N * | TR 
3 
5 * 2 by ; _— þ 
— — —-—„— — — — — eee *S , 


# 


my \ — * * 
y * - 
— ; — ” 


jou, and brethren in your views, try your {kill in erecd, 
making, we ſhall be favoured with a fnug, little, portable 
Confeſſion, incomparably more eaſy for young men to ex. 
amine, and far aber for intrants to take, at ordination!" 
But if you pleaſe; Sir, we will let the attempt alone ; and 
ſatisfy ourſelves with the Confeſſion we have. For although 
I pretend not, to be either à prophet or a prophet's ſon, yet 
I will hazard a prediction here; upon the-ſuppoſition'qur 
reforming brethren were to make the experiment, we would 
OWN no better from them, and perhaps not ſo good, ei. 
| for promoting the glory of God, or contributing to 
the edification of his church, notwithſtanding all 1e new | 
light we have got among us. Neither is there much need, 
Sir, for you to'fripht either our people, or ſtudehts in D. oo 
ems of at our Confeſſion, on account of its bulk, and the fe! 
number of its articles. And as to its © requiring. more ce 
than a lifetime to examine the importance, 8&c. that de. {tr 
pends much upon the length of che life. But underſtanid- ter 
ng it, of the ordinary period gf human exiſtence, I cannot Wl afl 
help differing moſt eſſentially" from you; notwithſtanding WI m: 
our profeſſional ſtation, and very ſuperior knowledge. Wl as 
he inveſtigation is doubtleſs, moſt ſerious and import. 

ant; and every intrant ought unqueſtionably to werglt'and Bi co: 
-ponder every article, with the cloſeft attention, previous ou 
to his ſubmitting to the vows at ordination: but, by che 50 
bleſſing of God with a conſcientious diligence, it does not i wc 
appear to me at leaſt, the very impoſſible thing, both to'ex- De 
- amine, and conſcientiouſly to promiſe adherence to theſe, Wl an- 
in oppoſition to all contrary errors, which you repreſent it me 
to be. And pray, Sir, muſt” all Who have taken thele Bi as 
vows, long before your objections were heard, have been ter 
ſuch blind, implicit men, and ſo abſblutely deſtitute of for 
tonſcientious tendernefs, as to ſwear adherence to they Ml in 
know not what, and live and die in a deluſion ? , "This is WM cn: 
- ſurely no great compliment, either to their head or their me 
heart: and yet it is the native conſequence of 'your ſtrong, BF che 

aſſertion. 1. 5 | 


ON, e Seceſſion, however, have been as diſtin- 
guiſhed for faithful, honeſt; intelligent and conſcientious 
miniſters and other office- bearers; have been as, harmoni- 
pus, happy and Sctiptural in the unity of ſentiment,” pro- 1 
feſſion and affection among them;—the doctrines of the feſs 
everlaſting goſpel have been as powerfully and whos it: 
preached; and its members as much refrethed, ediſied, au 


OY” 6 gue 5 
__ Ta the NOT: of 6ur (ple as UYhey 1. 8 


now by ourſelves; who; with our new Cifcoverics, have be- 


* * "Es 


come ſo very conſcientibus and ſerupulous l 
Beides, ff young chen would perhaps be more hah" * 


ein in examining, Kc. then the reaſon of changing the” 


term promiſe in our formula inte reſolve, ' as was propoſed 1 
in the overture, is obvious; and according to your, views: " 
becomes abſolutely neceſſary * Reſolve reſp 08 the preſent 
conviction of the mind; but leaves the on ſomewhat i fl 
liberty to act otherwiſe according, as he ſhall change Ei 1 
views. Promiſe implies an engage ement e and * na 
manent. 


According to „bat 9 . Aeclared above, a chan: e of | 


our Confeſſion becomesindiſpenfably wer Creeds,Con-. 
feſſions and bonds of union if continued at all, muſt be redu- 
ced to a very few articles. Our un weildy Confeſlion muſt be 
ſtripped of all the maſs of truth, which ought not to be 
terms of communion, and compendized, into fuch/an hanty ; 
aſſorthent of plain fundamentals, as will enable a young 
man conveniently to 15 examine the importance of them, fo. 
as conſcientiouſſy to promiſe,” c. 

Thus the church will be bleſſed in future wich a ſet b 
conſcientious miniſters; miniſters, who-will act conſeienti- 


ouſly at leaſt upon the day of ordination hut, Sir, were 1 5 
you not aware of another conſequence from your declaration, 55 


we have been examining? Did it never ſtrike you that 
Deiſtical objections againſt the divinity of the Scriptures, / 
and perplexing difficulties about them, are, ſtill more nu- 
merous than all the articles of our Confeſlion, and perhaps 
as difficult for a young man to examine, with ſo cloſe at- 
tention as the ſubject requires. Young men would there- 


fore need perhaps more than 4 Lifetime, to examine the 


importance of all theſe Objections, befote they can conſci. 
entiouſly declare the Scriptures of the eld and new teſta- 
ment to be the, word of God, &c. And t this ta er is 
the firſt e of our formula. VVWÜV'ö!, 8 


n * 2 


* egy: 


esnerion 1 u. = 8 e 
If expoſe with a little vanabaen; is one lich, 1 con- 
ſeſs, hath taken a very firm hold of m mind. A5 conſider 


it as very dangerous, eſpecially | at this time, eto recede 


from nz part of our 9 3 * * aſ- : 


\ 


ef 
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8 | t ne wen. J 8 
1 03.5: Nh Wo 
certained to be contrary to the word of God, leſt this be 


only the beginning of changes, bath in fellowſhip and doc- 
trine, by no means. to. the better. For according to your © 
own remark, 4 if, without the moſt ſolid reaſons, we make 
any change in our, received, artieles of faith, we are like 
thoſe women ever learning, but never able to come to the 
knowledge of the truth. —Inconſtancy, when we can give. 

: ; Ae q es rr 7 5 5 
no good reaſon for change, is certainly to be avoided.“ 
Now, Sit, it appears to not à few, that no good. reaſon hath 
hitherto been given, for the changes you want, particularly 
for the manner, in which you would have theſe changes. 
introduced. "We have never ſeen your warrant from the 
word of God, Among all che quotations you have made, 
ſome are quite at à Joſs to perceive the ſhadow of an autho- 
thority for diſmiſſing theſe articles in queſtion, eſpecially in 
the ſummary, manner you propaſe; till you demonſtrate 
their contrariety to the unerrin 4 $26] of all truth, or 

1 bn prove, that they belong to your ſecondary claſs of doctrine, 
= 75 which ought not to be terms of fellowſhip. To ſuppoſe 
* or inſinuate, as you have done, that this is the caſe, can be 
no good reaſon to any man. Thus to Boas your views. 
upon others, and then blame them for obſtinacy, in not 
coming into them, ſo readily as you would with, is ap- 
proaching pretty near to the very evil of which you com- 
plain. Is diſcovering a greater regard to our on pre- 
conceived notions than to the word of God; and I will 
add, than to the profeſſion we have bound. ourſelves to 
maintain. The partial and covert manner too, in which 
6 meaſures have been brought forward, in this buſineſs; the 
Y looſe way, in which innovations have already been made, 
N „ have given juſt cauſe of alarm and excited Gy appre- 
5 henfions of the conſequences. „„ b 
ö How fond again, page 20th, to inſinuate a reſemblance t 
between the Seceſſion and the church of Rome, and to te 
draw a compariſon between the advocates for forbearance 
\] | and the moſt diſtinguiſhed reformers from the abominations y 
| of Popery! Luther and Zinglius, ta whom you refer, had it 
been conned ed with a moſt corrupted x Gas i and there- v. 
fore the more univerſally they unſettled received principles, fi 


„ 
Hd. as A - — _—_— —— 1 1 99 PX 


0 


| FY they had better opportunity, of accompliſhing reformation, tl 
: But are the caſes parallel, in the remoteſt degree, ſo as to w 
- warrant the ſame mode of procedure here? After a church h 
hath arrived at a certain degree of ſoundneſs in the faith, of 
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orſhip, as I will yenture to ſay the Seccſhon hath attained, 
after kf the faults you ud With it, the IT the riſk. 
unſettling received principles; leſt by. the attempt, ou 
change greatly th, the worſe. © Hence 'thtn"the propriety | 
and ere . ou of ſiftin I e 5 mea- 
ſures you propoſe, to the bottom, and of being duely aware 
of the aretcl they involve. [Nor Gg 1 800 ſtep _ 
toward à change to be taken, till we ſee ourſelves fully au- 
thorized from the word of God, that the change is 2 * 
tural, and calculated to promote real reformation: that 
unity in ſentiment and affection are to be promoted by it, 
and the kingdom of Emmanuel advanced. Without ſuch - 
ends as theſe, it is N a riſk too dangerous and great, 
to trouble the church, and excite the alarm you and your 
friends have occaſioned, by any doubtful experiment. 

Lou take occaſion, from this pbjeCtion, to preſent your | 
reader with a conſiderable variety f conſiderations, in com- | 
mendation of freedom of enquiry; and the , zeal, with | 
which you urge it, makes it obvious enough that you reckon 
the care hitherto uſed in the Seceſſion, for preſerving unity | 
in the faith, and profeſſion of her teachers, and membets, 
very much calculated to check it. But, Sir, who, T befeech- * 
you, are the moſt conſiſtent friends to freedom of enquiry? _ 
—thoſe, who, upon ſcruples ariſing in the minds of any in 
our Synod, about the articles we profeſs, propoſe a fair 
diſcuſſion, in order to elucidate truth, and, if necefſary, to 
explain the matter; or thoſe, who, although they ſay they 
ſcruple, avoid all diſeuſſion with the greateſt caution, and 
by, an haſty act of undefined forbearance, preſs upon us 
the adoption of a ſcheme, which we can by no means ſec, 
to be either expedient or Scripturaas2?? 

And here I beg leave to ſubmit another remark upon 

your ſtatement," concerning freedom of enquiry. Would 
it not have come with a good grace from a Cabyiniftic di- 
vine, and perhaps been indiſpenfably neceffary, from a Pro- 
feſſor of Divinity, to have reminded His readers, of the Vai! 
that is naturally upon the minds of the «children of men, 
with regard to ſpiritual things; —of the averſion of hut 
hearts to retain God in dur knowledge of the neceſii j, 
of ſpiritual illumitiation to conduct ſuch enquiries; and of 
the great danger of puffing theſe, too far; or of being car- 
ried away by an itch of novelty, by a variety of ſpecula- 
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ſtanding and gonſelence, in bordination to the autho- 

_. ity! of, reylatien? Perhaps you do not apptebend auf 

” _ great danger on this head, and therefore. { ſuch pre- 

_  - cautions unnecelſary. But it hath, ſtrongſt epreſſed the 

minds of. others, that the preſent rage of Things is not: 
ee eee by thee. Vert e 

.MHOns. - 15 * r en as 3 ao ao 4 

Let. the word of God in its plain and native application 


. BEE be the ſtandard, and Chriſtian men be eſpecially.ypon. their 
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be eſpecially upon their guard, that henceforth they be 
not like children toſſed io and fro, and carried about wit 
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to hay remained ealm and undiſturbed il r 
the conflict;—to. have examplified a dignified ee ; 
to the influence. of political opinion upon religious profeſs 
fon! And if in-any thing, our principles afforded reaſon- 
able ſcruples, that they were not exactly according to the 
mind of, the Holy Ghoſt, let that be tried in a time of 
tranquillity, and;when the public mind was leaſt in danger 
7 n by the undue influence, of any notion of 
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- 2 ou ſuppoſe is « the reſpect we owe to our forefathets 

4 of the Seceſſion, or of the ſecond reforming peri 
® of the church of Scotland, as the reaſon why we ſhould 
F< make no change in the articles of fellowſhip which 
they approved.” — And here you take occaſion to cha- 


. ' * tiſe, with a conſiderable. degree of ſeverity, thoſe ? wel 
meaning perſons' whom, in their attachment to our anceſ- 

1 | tors, you compare to the followers.of Mahomet, who upon 
1 his death, threatened to kill any man who ſhould ſay be 


was dead! Thoſe * vulgar! deſtitute both of ſenſe and! 
conſideration. Who think it a ſufficient argument of the 

N ſoundneſs of any doctrine, or the rectitude a, any religious 
obſervance, that they received it by tradition from their 
pious anceſtors!'-——« The only argument in the, mouth of 
Hi , many, whoſe zeal againſt the. overture is very warm. 
= % \ © Thoſe bigots who ſhew a blind deference for the fathers, 
who ſeem to think that the ſentiments of our fathers ought 

to have the ſame influence on our judgments as-a text from 

the Acts of the Apoſtles! If this be your charity and mo- 

deration, Sir, I wonder what kind of language you uſe, 

when your charity ceaſes to operate, and indignation and 

wrath take the place of your gentleneſs and moderation! 

| Truly our corrupt paſſions too readily diſpoſe us to judge 
1 haſtily concerning our 3 This ſurely is not the 
REF temperate language, you fo 5 recommend in the fir 
page of your Conſiderations. ere is the charity which 
ſufferetu long and is kind; eſpecially where it is difficult u 
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might have treated the people in our connection, with; a 
itte more gentleneſs and reſpect, than thus to hold them 


— 


up, to the contempt of the public, for faults, which, if 


they really exiſted, your Maſter and mine has taught us 
to endeavour to remedy, in a very different manner. There 


can be no argument r N illumination in ſuch hard names, 5 
whoever uſe them. And indeed, Sir, in ſpeaking thus of 
the © vulgar, as you are pleaſed to deſign the common peo-—- 


ple, who are againſt your meaſures, you blame yourſelf; 
you blame us! hy are they not better inſtructed? Why 


ſurely thoſe mini 


rs muſt be greatly to blame, under whoſe 
"pion BET are found. * ther there be any ſuck 
u /r about Selkirk, deſtitute. of ſenſe and conſideration, 
ou muſt know beſt, But I ſhould have thought, your 
oon ſenſe and experience would haye ſuggeſted a « i 
nd methods of correcting theſe errors, and rendering the 
eig copie better informed, than the one you have adopt d. 
N The people with whom I haye had occaſion moſtly to 


onverſe upon the ſubject, are perhaps of the claſs yo call 


enſe, who have read their bibles, and make it their ſtudy, 
aſſure you, I never heard any of them, plead the authority 


ourite overture. They will tell you what is extremely 


Tut, and none of us would be the worſe of liſtening to its 
pit rce a little more deliberately, that . theſe doctrines and 
em riicles, in defence of which many, 5 emineiitly approved 
I! Cod,“ ſubmitted to impriſonments, and fat ich yer 
e ge to the ſtake and the ſcaffold, ought not to be haſtily. 
an ven up by us; till they can be ſhewn, by very direct 
10 roof from the word of God, to be wrong. They aſk, if 


pon their memory, and have moſt to ſay againſt 


riſon, would mount the ſca 
| I 


* 


are the vulgar who, for ten, twenty, thirty, forty, or per- 

haps fiſty years, enjoy all the advantages of a ſtated and 

regular miniſtry, ſo extremely deſtitute of ſenſe and conſi- 

deration? If t Pl be the bigots, you repreſent them to be, 
e 


0 5 They are not, by any means, of the moſt elevated 
rank in life, They are plain people, poſſeſſed of common 


o underſtand the profeſſion they have eſpouſed. +, But Ido 


pf their fathers, . as their © only argument” againſt your fa- 


ur new light brethren, who are fondeſt of caſting duſt. 
| 92 CO- | 
enants into which they entered, and againſt ſome of the 
octrines for which the) youly contended, would go to,a 
old, and embrace the ſtake, 
2 85 


% 


with the ſame cobl and unſhaken magnanimity, in defence 
of their notions, about toleration, the rights of man, nd 
of conſcience, and againſt a profeſſed belief of the oblj 
tion of our covenants, as they examplified in their defence 
of them? They think that it is but a very ſmall degree of 
reſpeC they owe both to themſelves and to their E 
to give them at leaſt a fair hearing. To reſpect their ſen. 
timents and examine them with much deference; and be- 
ware of raſhly condemning, or rejecting what was the re. 
ſult of the united wiſdom, and piety of that age, till ps 
the cleateft evidence, the error be made manifeſt. | Nay, 
if any part of their compoſitions in our ſubordinate ſtand. 
ards U doubtful, or can admit of two interpretations, they 
think a regard to truth, and candour to their memory; 2 
they cannot now reply in their own defence, require their 
ſons, to adopt the moſt favourable. Neither can they pet. 
ceive, how any can reject or undervalue any of the truths 
which they ſealed with their blood, without faying, upon 
the matter, that theſe holy men died as fools die. | 
Beſides, Sir, the people think they have ſomething to fay 
in the buſineſs, as well as you, before any change take 
place; and that they have a right to be previouſly ſatished, 
| Yer well as their overſeers. It was upon the expreſs condi 
on, of your declared attachment to the religious 2 
they profeſs, with a very ſolemn engagement to defend them 
Againſt © all contrary errors and opinions,” that they regeiyed 
you to be their miniſters, and promiſed you ſubjection. 
ave they not then a better right to be heard, in favour of 
retaining the profeffion they enjoy, than any have to more 
an alteration, and without their conſent, carry. it againſt 
them ? It therefore ſurprizes them exceedingly, that men, 
zealous for freedom of enquiry, and ſtrenuous ſupporters 
of the cauſe of liberty, ſhould ſo far forget their own prin- 
_ciples, as to diſregard the convictions of thoſe, who will 
to enjoy unmoleſted, what they have already attained ; and 
confer a kind of monopoly of right of conſcience, upon all 
who demand a change. If then, they are ſatisfied with 
the doctrine and plan of fellowſhip, they enjoy, not becauſe 
their fathers adopted theſe, but becauſe they believe them 
8 agreeable unto the word of God, and founded; upon 
t, where is your warrant to change theſe upon them, and 
even employ diſcipline to compel them to ſubmit to the 


* 


change, till you convince them tom the word of God, that 
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merey to prevent, I ſhould think, chat neither you, nor tige 1 
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the change is proper? Notwithſtanding all you hare ſaid, 
many remain unconvinced until this day; and unplicit de- 
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in the Aﬀociate Synod from  over- 3 
ture.” And here you call « the men who cauſe.diviionss -  —_ I 
in the body of Chriſt, peſtilences to the church and to the 
vorld, and ſay, they ought to be expelled; from every Chriſ- \- „„ 
tian ſociety.” Amen, Sir! No man can deprecate. more 1 
fervently a breach in our Syaod than I do, nor think lefs t 4 
the men that cauſe diviſion. The church of Chriſt is too 
much divided into parties, and oppoſing intereſts already; Fe 
and great muſt be our guilt, if by. our improper conduct, 

we ſhall be the inſtruments of increaſing them! Should 


that melancholy event happen, which I pray. God in his > -.- 


public, can in_candour charge it, upon £ brethren on out 2 
de, as you deſign us. To ſhew,our deſire to relieve.the = — 


minds of ſerupling brethren, we.conſented to a.review.of + 4 


the formula, we pled for an explanation of the things which nk “ 
had occaſioned ſcruples, if, upon inveſtigation, an explana®= 415 
tion was found neceſſary. We alſo acquieſced in the pre: 
amble, by way of explanation, if that would unite all parties, | 
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and none would ſtrain the terms of it, beyond ho grew and 7 
obvious meaning. But neither that has anſwered the pur- ; 


poſe: and I cannot help thinking, the diſſents by you. and | 
others, with the undue liberties taken by ſome, in conſe=- - 
quence of that deciſion, have rendered the expedient abor- 

tive. The cleanlieſt and ſafeſt method would doubtleis | 

have been, as was then ſtated. to the Synod,. to retain the Fre 

formula as it was and diſmiſs the petition: but, from a 

ſtrong wiſh to accommodate brethren as far as Wwe could, 

we acquieſced in the meaſure, although we doubted of its 

ſucceſs. Nor will peace or harmony ever be reſtored, till 

all plans of alteration be abandoned, for the preſent, and 

the minds of members on both ſides allowed to cool, and « 

brethren, in their friendly intercourſe, impart their light 

and views to one another... GON... 
Where then is the cauſe of ſaying the hard things againſt 
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us, fou have ſaid, hen we have gone every length we con 
viſtently can, with a good conſcience, to calc your ſcruples? 
We have conſented to try every "thing, except one, and 
that is a meaſure ſome will perſiſt in oppoſing to the very 
laſt! namely your forbearance, becauſe it is evidently in- 


tended to draw fo deep in its conſequences. And let me 
tell you beſides,” had this been as well underſtood, and 


brethren ſpoken out their intentions ag plaitly, at firlt, 36 
your Conſiderations have done ſince, a review. of our for: 


wula would not have been agreed to, with ſuch unanimity. 
Ihe queſtion no comes to you, and brethren in pour 
Views then; what will you do, in your kufn, to prevent 


diviſion and contention? Is not the call doubly 975 upon 


you, who 8 hive occaſioned all this confuſion, 


ur attempts to change the religious profeſſion of a body, 
which, we had mutually pledged ourſelves to one another, 


to ſupport and defend, to abandon — 6 project? Doez- 
not brotherhood, and equity, and Chriſtian charity, and 
moderation, and conſiſtency with your profeſſions of liberty 


of 'confcienee, call upon you to take no ſtrong nor violent 

F with things 
as they are? By petitions" and remonſtrances from every. 
corner of the Seceſſion againſt your ſcheme (and beyond 


meaſures with your brethren, who are ſatisfie 


all doubt they would have been ſtill more numerous, had 
the tendency of it been better underſtood) the ſenſe of mul 


titudes hath been ſufficiently expreſſed. Upon what prin- 


ciple of equity then, or of kerry, to'adopr your favourite 


phraſe, can you force your views upon a ſociety, who hae 
to publicly teſtified their ayerſion unto them, and burden, 


the minds and wound the conſciences, I ſhall fuppoſe even 


of a very ſmall minority, by mira them to a change, 


when they cannot ſce che propriety of change? If there. 


be liberty here, yon are for ſecuring to yourſelves the mo: 
gs: for thoſe who oppoſe the change can enjoy none of | 
ou cannot be forced, you ſay, to abide by that pro- 


it. 
feſſion you became bound by a vow to maintain: but you. 


would force us to give it up; aye and before you have ju- 
dicially inveſtigated, or ſhewn to our conviction, that we e 
are wrong. How muſt it aſtoniſh out of all meaſure the 


man who reads your pamphlet, and has heard the profeſ- 


ſions of moderation, and charity, by thoſe in Dt Sts 
reſbyterian 


to learn, that, under the plea of preſerving 
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{ubordination, , you. have begun to cut off congregations® 
who cannot ſubmit to you, in the changes you are attempts 


ing? Such ſtrotig meaſures. are undoubtedly an outrage 
upon your profeſſſon, of liberty and moderation, and, with 
all your gentleneſs and charity, teach us what, were you to 


ſucceed in your attempts, we may, ergect . Who, Sir, are 
the men that cauſe diviſion here? Does it not Teſt with 


you to withdraw the cauſe of diſpute; to ceaſe; ſrom any 


arther attempts to change; and both ſides to expreſs their 


ſorrow, as Well we may, for the evils that have hap ned? 


y x 


Let us ſatisfy the people under our inſpection with a de- 


claration of our attachment to what we profeſs, and ſtrive 
together, to reſtore. their confidence which is ſo much loſt, 
and e ſtudy the things that make for peace, and whereby 
one may edify another,” [This appears to me the only ef- 
fectual remedy, and the ſooner it is ad 


the overture be not adopted. The overture is not adopted, 
and yet no ſeparation hath been the conſequence. Nor 


can any ſufficient ground for ſeparation on your ſide be 


ſhewn. The great argument by many, eſpecially among 


their people, has been, that the alterations propoſed were 
matters of no moment; mere trifles; and how unbrother- 
hy. was, in any, not to yield in theſe few ſmall things to 


eir brethren ! If then they. be ſuch trifles, the retaining 


them can be no great hardſhip, either: and ſurely upon 25 
 trifles, brethten would never ſeparate from brethren. . Be- 
f ſides, allowing them to have been trifles formerly, yet in 


as much as our peace and unity depend upon retaining 
them now, they have become matters of gonſiderable mag- 
nitude. Had we ſeen the change to have reſpected mere 


trifles, ſome of us would have given you.no. diſturbance in. 
effecting it: but it appeared very different from the begin- 


ning, and every day's diſcoveries increaſe its magnitude. 
| , You pals over, page 29+ in. n, very coupon pmynners, 
circumſtance of very conſiderable importance; and that is, 


«if members of Synod have ſuch views of any part of our 
8 Ne . N 898 l * | 


£44335 c 


r 
ſeveral things, they wete perhaps not to be juſtified, yet the examples made 


of them becauſe they could not ſubmit to change, -renders theiy caſe a com- 
mon cauſe. Allowing they had been very irregular and even unreaſonable, 
why not endeayour in, * meekneſs to inſtru them that aroſe. themirlves 
1 e to gain or convince them, rather than proceed to ſuch 


— 
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Lou urge very ſtrongly the neceſſity of a ſeparation, if 
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agb“ and I Will add, how could young brethren,” wi 


honour and honeſty, take vows at ordination to maintain 
theſe things, i by be co nbrien 'to dem dow. tht 
they be retained," they muſt ſeparate? If a ſeparation: be 


neceſſary now, the call was doubly loud not ts Sonnet at 
| firft. - No man can deteſt more than I do the hidden arts 


of diſhoneſty? and therefore to avoid all ſuck appearances, 
it is neceſſary, particularly for late intrants into our body, 


to teſtify, for ſome time at leaſt, a reſpectful adherence to 
the principles of that body which, they have vowed upon 
_ oath to maintain: and as to the reſt, who Have had time to 
ſee matters differently, from what they ſaw at ordination, 
and yet have remained for ſome time paſt, without making 


any attempts to ſeparate, why not exerciſe this moderation 
a little longer? eſpecially as ſome of them have poſitively 
declared, that to retain the formula as it was would giye 
them no uneaſineſs | ee 
- But now they have declared their ſentiments, —and fo 

have, although it would have been much better they 

d not : or, immediately upon doing it, to have left the 


body, and reſigned their charges peaceably. But ſince 


they perceive miſchiefs'to ariſe from the attempt, they did 
not apprehend, is not that a ſufficient reafon for them, not- 
withſtanding their declaration, to defiſt ? and I would hope, 
upon calm reflection, and more mature inveſtigation, ſen- 
timents and views adopted and aſſerted, during the preſent 


ferment, would be found unſcriptural, and abandoned. 


« Brethren on your fide, you tell us, are required nei- 
ther to make, nor to impoſe any profeſhons contrary to the 
dictates of their own minds; and therefore no neceſſity is 
laid upon them, to depart from the communion of their, 
brethren.” © This argument, although in the mouth of e- 


very one who pleads for the change, appears a kind of pa- 


radox, at leaſt to me. Have we not uniformly declared 
it to be contrary to the « diftates of our minds,” to adopt 
forbearance as a remedy, in a caſe that hath never under- 
gone a judicial inveſtigation, iſo as to aſcertain the diſeaſe? 
Is it not contrary to the dictates of | ourgminds, under the 


unſcriptural diſtinction of eſſential and circumſtantial, im- 


2388 to change the principles of our Chriſtian fel- 
whhip, without apprifing the community of this; or by a 


direct appeal to the holy Scriptures, furniſhing us with un- 


bare. ni you of e . 
to the gur to go 2 

pat — of. "4 doubtful experiment, and b be the o 
caſion of ſtumbling to d many of the godly in our om. 
munion ?-—lg it not rin to the dictates of our minds 
aye and of your's-alſo, conſidering what you have fait a- 
bout the /olemnity of an oath, to become — 
nation to * maintain, aſſert, and defend, to rh u 
pruer,' the ſyſtem of revealed truth in our Cone 
Catechiſms, againſt all errors and opinions contrary Ot: 
to, and yet give our oonſent to a principle, and a meaſure; 
for admitting men of various views wi cer! to Þ-know 
not, how many things in our — and Catechiſmis; 
and ſo be wilder the poor Chriſtian people, with oppoſition 
of doctrine, by thoſe whom they call to break the bread of 
life among them? Say no more then, I intreat you, that 
we are required neither to make nor impoſe any profeſſion 
contrary to the dickates of our own minds“ A 

Is it not ſomewhat remarkable to hear you employ 28 n 
argument for your preſent meaſures, an anxiety not S 
{ diſcourage others from ſecking admiſſion into our com- 
munion, while you can preſs your plan even to the cutting | 
off of thoſe, who, for many years, if not all their days, have TE LN 
been in it already? To have been conſiſtent here; was jt 
not iridiſpenſably neceſſary. to exerciſe the utmoſt care, and 
examplify the moſt u d patience, and tenderneſs, and 
— in order to avoid offence to 3 ſingle individual, 
or drive, hat you may reckon, the weakeſt of our flocks 
from our fold? And whom would you diſcourage even al- 
8 you continue to require an unlimited aſſent to the 
Confeſſion of Faith ad formerly? It could not be; people 
from the Eſtabliſhment for that is required of all office- + - 
bearers with them as well as with us; and We heat of no 
complaint of that as a grievance. It could not be any from 
the Relief, for they have never, as far as I know, made 
that article an- exception either. It could not be the people 
of the Reformed Preſbytery; for. they have no! objection. 
to all ths power aſcribed to him in our Confeſſion, if he 
were one taken from among his brethren. Nor can it be 
brethren from the other de of the Seceſſion, for that is 
not the point of difference between us. Except Indepen- 
dents, &c. &c. I am at a loſs, to peroeive whom ORIG 
diſcourage by retaining matters as they are. 

K 5 _ 


As to ſcparation, if matters ſhould be deinen to Tuch ut 
along with you, I appeal to yourſelf, if in the event of ren 


ments and profeſſion we were when you took us by the 
hand, and welcomed us among you as your ſpiritual guides 


_ © warrant the change; leſt, in haſtily breaking the relation 


© poſition toward new untried ſchemes, on our part, hath 


d diſagree with our miniſtry, but have fallen out with gu 


- moſt unpleaſant conſideration ſtill occurs to one's min 
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ity, and you endeavour to carry your congregation 


ing congregations and families, deſtroying friendſhips and 
breaking the relation between paſtors and 2 the argy, 
ment be not all againſt you. We can with great propriety 
ſay to the-flock over which. the Holy Ghoſt hath made u 
ve ſtill maintain, that the relation between you and u 
was originally inſtituted. We are the ſame in our fent- 


St QC 3  .y.- 


If therefore you are for change, you would do, well toe 
very ſure you have the authority of God in his-wordt 


between us, you be offending God, and the charge d 
*.caufing divifion-attach-unto;you. - No-fickleneſs:nox . 


* provoked you to this; and therefore it is not becauſe hoi 
© own: profeſſion, that you go away. Lou, however, and 


your can employ no ſuch plea. You' can han 
no ſuch claim upon the conſciences of your conc, tive be 
them along with you, according to, the alterations you m m 
think it proper to make, in what you once affured then i 
was the profeſſion of your faith, as well as theirs: Nor cu 4 
you, in conſiſtency with that / freedom of enquiry vou re fu 
commend, do any more than leave it with Ä to hs 
judge for themſelves, without employing any fa ien oe 
ence to bring them over to your views. Nay, the faut , 
principle of freedom of enquiry obliges your friends to be * 
Juſt as zealous and active to circulate the preſent ſtatemen a 
for example, in reply to your Conſiderations, as they aver po 
in diſperſing your Conſiderations at firſt: at leaſt, that th he . 
_ : ſhould: reſtrajn their animadverſions, that no undue inf Fa: 
_ + ence, on one fide, may pervert jud; How far di 7, 
regard to principle will be exampliſied the event will d bow 
clare.— But would it not be ten 3 to page 
| your ſcheme, and never put the validity of all the 
rr 23 
- But ſince we muſt talk about ſeparation, and the unhapſi me 
-.circumſtances that have brought matters to-ſuch- a crifis, fay i 


r 
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which cannot fail to give great unenſineſs and offencey and 
that is, that proſelytes ſhould have been ſtill making to 
theſe views, and the Seceſſion at large kept in ſuch pro 
found ignorance of it. Never, for example, till your Con- 
ſideratins appeared to the world, was it known or fuſpect- 
ed, by the bulk of our community, that their Profeffor of 
Divinity avowed ſentiments ſo contrary to that church, 
whoſe youth he was training for the miniſtry. - Did not in- 
tegrity, and 21 and A require far more early 
intimation of ſuel a circumſtance? It amazed not a few 
in the Seceſſion, for years paſt, that there hath been ſuch a 
change of ſentiment among our preachers, and ſtudents in 
divinity; but upon the appearance of your Conſiderations, | 
the amazement ceaſed.” It is extremely natural for a diſ- 
ciple to be fond of his maſter, and even partial to his fa- 
vourite views; and in the preſent inſtance experience hath 
proved the truth of the obſervation.” But where is the fafety 
of any church, if the have one Renee and her divinity | 
inſtruckor, being of another, ſhall continue to train up | 
youth for the miniſtry, according to his views? 

With regard to your remarks reſpecting Arminianiſm and 
Arminia errors, page 3 iſt and _5 noe in order to ſhew 
the odiouſneſs of perſecuting principles, I wiſh you had not 
made uſe of them; Teſt fome readers, miſtaking your mean- 
ing, ſhould ' reckon Arminian errors not ſb contrary to the 
word of God, as they certainly are. Or leſt any ſhould 
ſuppoſe you entertain ſentiments favouring, in any particu- 
lars, the cauſe of Arminians. Neither is there any force* 
of argument, in ſtating their numbers, as an objection _ 
againſt the Magiſtrate's po4ver to proceed againſt them, if 
he poffeſs that power; or in telling us what one out of a2 
thouſand would hin upon the ſubject. A Magiſtrate ma 
polſeſs many powers which, in the circumſtances in Which 
he is placed, he cannot, nor would it be prudent in him, to 
exerciſe: and he may have powers which multitudes may 
think he has not. Still that is no argument againſt the 
power he poſſeſſes. Tour ſixth and ſeventh objections 
pages 32.35. will fall under review, in a more advanced 
% ̃ —˙ ( A CR ROOT A. 

But, Sir, cheſe are by no means the only objections to. 
the forbearance yu urge. Often has it been ſaid, and we 
lay it again, why condemn any article in our profeffion, till 
it be proved to be wrong? Never as à court hath the 
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Civil Magiſtrate, and 
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| Bynod. looked near theſe; diſputed articles. Some out of 


door reports; ſome informationof ſcruples concerningthem; 
Mr. Dick's Sermon, and; your Conſiderations in- favour of 


the overture of forbearance have excited ſtrong Prejudice: 


againſt them. But are theſe ſufficient to warrant” you 


ſentence a man either to baniſhment or death? Why then 


your greed, upon certain articles, whieh have never bee 


tried? I can enforee this objection with nothing ſo much 
in point, as with a few obſervations by yourſelf. Page 52. 


If we were fitting in judgement upon a man for his life, 

no conſideration would induce us to give out voice againſ 
e him, till we had ſeen with our own eyes, 2 is really 

guilty of the crime charged upon him, and th 

“ juſtly expoſes him to death, Nothing would be taken 


the erime 


« upon ri. The rules of legal evidence would be care- 


cc fully followed, If we. depended on the opinion of -the 
4 ii man on earth, in ſuch a caſe, rather than our own: 


„ judgement, would not the guilt of blood haunt us all the 
days of our life? Would we not ſhudder at the thoughts 
of that account which we muſt give, of all our actions 
« to him who is ready to judge the living and the dead?” 
—Now, Sir, out of your ou mouth comes forth the con- 


feſſion, Neither the Committee's overture, nor Mr. Dick 


Sermon, not your Conſiderations, are ſufficient to warrant 
the expulſion, of theſe articles rom our formula, till the 
rules of /egal evidence be carefully followed.“ 5 Nathiny 


t 1o be taken upon truft.? All your pains. then to — 5 
11; are 


theſe, and I am ſorry, you have ſhewn ſuch gaod willi ar 
loſt, except in ſo far as they excite prejudice-in the\public 


mind againſt them. For till the rules of eg evidence" 
carefully followed by the Aſſociate Synod, your forbearanc: 


becomes à moſt unneceſſary, and unwarrantable-meaſure. 
HBeſides, granting all you alledge againſt, the power of ut 
is obligation of our covenants to be 
true, yet how comes forhearance to be either à ſcriptural 
or a rational remedy? Much as has b e 
the minds af Ghrjſtians againſt theſe articles, 1 fhodld b: 
glad to know how forbearance is either a vindication; & 


truth, in this inſtance, or an expoſure of error. If cher 


be an error in our ſubordinate ſtandards, in theſe point 
you are for allowing it to continue; and forbearance 1 
act of indulgence for men to perſiſt in theſe errors. W 
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| 3s this, but a-manifeſt 3 the preſent and fuo- 
Cee ding generations? ( Their ſpiritugl inſtructers, wilt men 
0 ſay, have ſerupled, about the truth, or importande of certain 
| articlesthey profeſs, and their Divinity Profeſſbr has publiſhed 
i ſuch Conſiderations, concerning them, as ate calculated to 
Wo prejudice the minds of all who read them, àgainſt heſe 
f articles; and yet they are allowed to remain, With all the 
errors they are ſuppoſed to contain; and men are ſtiſl per- 
5 mitted to teach them, if they pleaſe, without any blame at- 
tached to the propagation of theſe errors. I can ſee no 
purpoſe, farbearance reſpecting [theſe articles would ſerve 
— one. And that is; that ſuch a ſentence would be an 
nidirect acknowledgement, that theſe errors really exiſt in 
C 
l 


our Confeſſion and Covenants: In proportion as this opi- 
nion prevails, and theſe defects remain, ſo will the credit 
- of theſe ſubordinate ſtandards fink, - As the inftances*of 
e forbearance in other points increaſe; their credit will fink 
i {till lower, till at length, matters be ripened for difmiſfing 
me Cenfeſfion altogether. I will not fay, you had füch a 
s proceſs as this in contemplation but I appeal to: yourſelf, 
5 if this be not the native tendency of the forbearanee” for 
N which p s . ue To. © 
y But ſuppoſing. you got your will, and forbearance were 
's adopted, let us fee how it will operate. It muſt either 
it operate as an agreement by the members of Synod, that 
Ie neither fide. ſhall 5 ſpeak at all, nor teach at all, his parti- 
7 cular views upon theſe two points; and ſo, inſtead of liberty, 
become a moſt unhallowed conſtraint, to conceal part of 
0 what is ſtill conſidered by us as the council of God. Or, 
io which is perhaps nearer the intention of it, it is meant to 
x be an agreement, to find no fault with one another, what- 
08 ever be their yiews, or their doctrine, upon theſe two points; 
| or upon any other points, to which forbearance ſhall-after- 
[2 wards he extended. 'Fhe-obvious conſequence is, that from 
vB that moment, the Seceſſion, admits-two ſets of 4preachers 
ll into her community: and from what hath happened in 
ſs other churches, the. tranſition of forbearance in-theſe'tw o 
be points will extend inſenſibly 49; others, 'withobt-the:-forma- - 
of lity of an act of Synod granting the extenſion: and thus, 
. 15 plague. once begun, it will be unpoſnble for you to 
tG top it. i hobo t rriong era 
Let me put a caſe here. Two. miniſters. of oppoſite 
yiews are colleagues in the ſame congregation, or, which 
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baearers, what becomes of them One of their inftruQtors 
hath taught them one thing, on the ſame ſubject, and the 
other hath taught another. What are they to do, in ſuch 
an oppoſition of doctrine? Are they to believe either, or 
to diſcredit both? This is their unhappy dilemma. Their 
"fouls are ſubverted.” Their faith is ſhaken. They are 
_ tempted to ſuſpect ſuch a thing as a reality in religion, 
when miniſters, in the ſame body, are thus oppoſed: to one 
another in religion. And muſt not the eaſe be the ſame, 
with reſpect to all the other non important doctrines which 
E e be for excluding, from the claſs of terms of fel- 


As to your poſitions, “ that the doctrines we profeſs 
may be all ſound, yet ought not to be terms of communion.— 
That they may be truths, and yet not of the importance of 
being terms of fellow ſhip.— That men may agree to differ 
without violating the bonds of charity or of chureh- em- 
munion,“ they are certainly very oppoſite to the doftrine 
of the church to which you belong.—I may be wrong, Sit, 
but it appears to me a very unſcriptural kind of charity, to 
tolerate a brother in any error. If he be wrong, by all 
means endeavour to put him right, and in doing fo, you 
perform one of the kindeſt offices of a brother. And for 
what purpoſe is the church called the gun and the ground 
of truth, but that her public creed ſhould contain ſuch a 
fummary of what her head hath laid down in his word, for 
directing the faith, and regulating %o practice of all her 
members; that none ſhall be tolerated} to avow or diſſemi- 
nate any thing contrary unto theſe ? 
A private individual may be ignorant of many doctrines 
of the goſpel which the church, to which he applies for 
admiſſion, profeſſes. And yet provided he avow no error 
contrary to her profeſſion; but declares himſelf willing to 
receive farther inſtructiou, ſuch an one, e weak in the faith, 
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to thoſe who are to be; the inſtructors of others. TI 


are ſuppoſed to be fo well informed, concerning the vrt. 


ous articles of but holy religion, a6 they are prafeſſed- in 


the part of the chutoh to which they offer themielves candi- 
dates, as to ſatisfy herioffice-beaxers concerningtboth their 


belief of all her articles, and'thier ſoundneſs, in-entertaining 


no ſentiments contrary to theſe - And is not this the — 


is to be admitted. But the caſe is different, with; refpeQ 


ing of Paul's rule, when he commands *« oſſice-bearers Hrʒj 
to be proved ooneerning.the myſtery? the E 1 


ut. > 
* 
: 


9 


After, then, ſuch a voluntary agreement on the part of the 


candidate, and ſolemn trial and admiſſion on che part of the 


church, with a public and deliberate pledge of himſelf to che 


church, WAP his fellow-labourerg, ;in the immediate pre- 


ſcnee of God as the witneſs of the whole ; 1 e 


thinking, that conſcience, duty, honour, modeſty, defer- 


ence, and a variety of other conſiderations, ſhould make 


bim very diffident of admitting any peculiar notion, . in op- 


poſitibn-to his avE&wed: profeſſion, and ſtill more 


about troubling the church with it. But if it ſo far. preſs 


men will be convinced it is indeed conſcienoe with him, on- 


ly by the. peaceable, orderly, honourable, apen, grate and 


tender manner, in which he propoſes his difficulties He 


will ſtudy ſuch a line of conduct, as to give leaft offence to 
thoſe wih whom he has walked together in fellowſhip. 
Nor will he. preſs his peculiarities upon the people of his 


charge, in oppoſition to what he was ordained by the church 


to teach, according to her creed, in order to i dra away 


of 


and of good order, that no man, of real tenderneſs of con- 


ſcience, will allow himſelf to practiſe ſuch lou diſfimula- 


tion: and whoever ſhall be. gullty of it, his plea of con- 
ſeience, muſt be very little regarded, by every conſcien- 


tious and ſenſible man. Te 


As to the uſe: of the term forbearance in Seripture, of 


diſciples after him.“ This is ſuch a violation of candous, - 


which you, and brethren in your views, are ſo extremely 


fond, at preſent, we with, for nothing more, than a candid 


and impartial inveſtigation of this point. Upon turnin 
up the Concordance, I find che term occurring dot ous 
frequently in the Scriptures. In the. Old Teſtament, it 


not the remoteſt alluſion, in its different oecurrences, to 
the religious fellowſhip of that diſpenſation. In the new, 
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Will infer from hence, a toleration from God to ſin, 
cauſe he delays for a time to puniſh. —Eph. vi. g. 


, | | 80 2 * 
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it's application to the uſe you and 


indiſputabie proof, 


pour friends intend by itz and of conſequeunce, . 


own prove, -onght not to bo adopted. I can find it o- 
curring only in five places, and thall adduce and examine 
each, in it's order. Rom. ii. 4. Or deſpiſeſt thou. the 


Nom. iii. 25. © To declare his rightevuſneſs for-the'remiſ- 


ſion of ſins that are paſt through the |forbearance; of God. 


In both theſe places, the term is evidently deſigned, to ex- 


preſs the patience of God, in delaying to inſlict u n ſin- 
= the judgements which: their "lag res ot 
by 
are exhorted to forbear threatening: - The original word is 
à different one, from that uſed in the two former inftan- 
ces, and might be rendered leave off threatening, or let it 
alone.— 2. Tim. ii. 24.—The ſervant of the Lord, among 
other qualifications, muſt be patient. Your better ſkill of 
the language will perceive, that the Greek verb, Fe 
rendered forbear, occurs there in a compoundet ſtate wit 

the — evil. And it might perhaps be render - 
ed, the ſervant of the Lord muſt hear i wnder. cuil. Bu 

no one would infer from hence, a licence to bad men to 
perſevere in doing him evil. The only other place of itz 
occurrence is Eph. iv. 2. « Forbeating one another in oye” 
his appears to me the only inſtance of occurrence, ih 
which, with the leaſt ſhadow of plaufibility, it can be urged 
as an example of its uſe, in church communion. It wall 
require a conſiderable degree of accuteneſs and ingenuity, 
however, to make this evident to any unprejudiegd mind. 
Some tranſlators of the Seriptures render the term in this 
place, ſupporting one another. But whether this, or the 
ordinary tranſlation, be given as the meaning, the connee- 


tion fixes its application, rather to the offices of kindneſs, 


and of forgiving of injuries, between private Chriſtians, 
than to the exerciſe of mutual toleration among /office- 
bearers, reſpeCting any point, or points of doctrine. 41 
beſecch you, ſays Paul, that ye walk worthy of the voca- 
tion Where with you are called.” That is general ex- 
hortation, and it hath a direct reference to the practice of 
private Chriſtians. In the next verſe, the general exhort- 
ation is applied to particulars. ' « With all lowlineſs, and 
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| eeknels// with Tong-ſuffering," forbe 
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ring, ' forbeating one another in 
jove: either ſupporting one another with offices of kindneſs, 


or in love forgivirigand overlooking the injuries, one may 


* * 4 2 


e done ansther: Endeavouring thus to preſerve that 
boly unity; iiconiſeqerite of belag all one in Chriſt Jeſus 
by the ageney and inhabitation of the Spirit, which. is ſo 
ſtrongly cemented, by the diligent 8 cacig of whatever 
ſhall make for'peace among Chriſtian brethren. This ſeems 
to de the natural, and unforced meaning of the paſſage. _ 

c But! is it not is Wee 1 here recom- 
e ecting articles of docktine, in order to prevent 
diviſions in the church! Then pu muſt underſtand the 
erhortation in the gd and fubſequent yerſes, to reſpect doc- 
trine alſo, © And if you' endeavour to keep that unity, re: 
... uniformly recommends 
in his word, and ſtudy to maintain peace, always in con- 
itency with'the-utity' of the Tyſtem” of truth, Knowi 
that t is but one body, '8&c. &t. you' will not have 15 
much uſe for forbearance, in point of doctrine, as you 
would have us believe. Nor des it appear, that the Holy 
Ghoſt deſigned this application of the term here, 
But does not Faul profelſſedly writs upon the article of 
forbearance, in church communion,” Roni. xiv. and beſtow 
a whole chapter upon the ſubje&t.” That is moſt readily 

anted. And I will alfo aſk you in turn, does not Paul 
pecify the arrirlet, about which the forbearance is to be 
exerciſed? IS ＋ in their own nature, and 
about which the Holy hath giyen no deliverance to 
his church in his word, are the true and proper objects of 
forbearance. By expreſs revelation from heaven, the cere- 
monial law had been declared, to be no longer a wall of 
ſeparation, between Jew and Gentile. But no where had 
the Holy Ghoſt declared it to be a fin, in _a zealous few, 
ſtill to obſerve it; and therefore he was tolerated in theſe 
obſervances. How that can be pled as an example to us, 
in this remote period of the church, is what I cannot un- 
derſtand, except in ſo far as forbearance reſpects things in- 
different in their own nature, although you, and ſome of 
your friends, have made great uſe of it to prove that men 
muſt be allowed to think differently upon many points of 


religion. No man, I grant you, has a right to preſs his 


private opinions, his peculiar notions, upon his brother; 
nor to urge kim to think, as he thinks; except he can ſhew 
. i * L F 9 SY ba 57 


the authority of Chriſt nr * 
both are 3 to yi. raking underſtandings, their imas 

tions, their high thoughts, to the _ obedience of Chriſt, 

ut neither is warranted, from his word, to tolerate. the 

other, to. think, or publiſh, ſentiments, different from. the 

mind of Chriſt; e if they be in the relation of 

gf church members, CE before yen 
- attained, as to profeſs the mind of Chriſt in the _— 

Thus I have attended to the objections you ſuppoſe ag 

che overture, and the anſwers Jou have given to Km I 

have endeavoured to ſhew that forbearance is no remedy to 

the evils, apprehended, in the principles we profeſs: I have 

| HI 7 into e in the holy Scriptutes, 

= | cannot find the ſhadow of evidence, of its eyer been 

=. — in the days of the apoſtles, in the communion of 

be | tte church, exce things indifferent in their own nature, 

Bi 4. | or left ſo b the Hol y Ghoſt. Is not the coneluſion from 

3 hence irreſiſtible, hat we have no watrant from Scripture, 

by for the adoption of forbearance, as a principle of Rs 
* in our preſent circumſtances? | | 

t the happy time may ſoon arrive, when « all de 

wratchmen of Zion ſhall foe, eye to eye, e 

W voice,” 18. Sn can dere ah 5 he 1534 RPO 
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Is former Letters, I have diſcuſſed what I principally” in- 
tended, by way of reply to your Conſiderations; and ſhall - 
be the ſhorter on what is to follow. It is not my deſign, 
to attempt any defence of our Confeſſion and. Covenants 
reſpecting the articles in diſpute, both as we are bound to 
ſuſtzin them'to be right, till, by a Judicial inveſtigation, our 
ſupreme Court ſhew evidence, that they are wrong; and 
becauſe they have been ſo well defended long ere now, by 


nh our late Profeſſor, in his Letters up- 
ren YOu ST RR Oe GU yon 
; meant to diſcufs, reſpectin the doctrine in our Confe jon, 


only with reference to the relative importance of theſe 
points, as terms of fellowſhip in the Chriſtian church, with- 

out declaring them to be either right, or wrong. Of con- 

ſequence, you make no formal attack, although your un- 

friendly views be Cy obvious, from the indirect 

hints you fo'oftelr tow e 

4 I am happy at your * chearful confeſſion, that unleſs 

2 ſufficient arguments can be given for alteration, no altera- 
a) tion ought to be made.“ You have; produced five argu- 
F ments, and 


appear, to me at leaſt, neither ſeparately, 
5 nor together, by any means ſufficient to warrant alteration, 
+ WH p=ticularly the alteration you propoſe, —Let us hear them 
* in m ᷑ .?... I NO a 
| Argument firſt., If the Confeſſion of Faith give Ma- 
giſtrates a power about ſacred things, which the Scripture _ 
docs not clearly warrant, neither the Confeſſion of Faith, 
L 2 


the ſubje& of enquiry? 


being typical of aur NA 


t h we Wy © PIR 


3 
munion, without an exception of the article in queſtion.“ 
—But why your Ix, Sir? _ You might as well have come 
open forward, and ſtated the queſtion fairly. Is it either 

ent or candid, firſt to tell us the queſtion was. not, - 


© whether the Magiſtrate has all the power which is aſcribed . 
to him in our public ſtandards;” and yet adduce as the very 


frſt argument, in ſupport of the vg propoſe, ſuch a 
broad inſinuation of the v 2 . making 
by beg 5 ueſtion? Why 
2 the thing as — which ought * 9 bye prov- 
You know very well, that it is not gn if, nor the 
75 8 eyen authority of all the members of Synod, in their 
out of door afſertiohs, that can be ſuſtained as valid objec- 
tions, ago either this, or any other part of our Confeſ-' 
— or T4 while, as a Wears , we re . 
to theſe, without exception. We are agroed, 
5 728 ought to be WP. d of exery pg - hath the 
pearance of being 4s Yrted by Scripture; only arti- 
6 es are en, 4 no means to be exploded begauſe individuals 
think ſo, till according to Seripture the church can make 
it appear that it is ſo, An opportunity was offered you in 
the Committee of Synod, to ſtate ang diſcuſs this very 
point; but you were one. of thoſe who declined it. "> 
act thus, w en diſcuſſon might have been fo ſatisfactory 
and ſalutary; and ſoon after, publiſh complaints and ſevere 
animadverl ons to the people, upon theſe very articles in 
diſpute, to recommend forbeaxance, as a term of ae 
will tempt ſome I am afraid to look upon this as ſome 
WM . the wiſdom ve 84776. above. _ 
ou ſtate in pages 36. 37. 2 a great many 7 
matical A deen 2 the NOM iſtrate's power about 
religion; and when you come to the « example of the kin ngs 
of Iſrael and Judah, we are like to loſe you, in the clou 
of duſt you raiſe, about : a change of Na prieſthood infer- 
ring a change of the — and the kings of David's family 


tion.” And yet 8 112 add, o not n that 
Chriſtian kings have not the fame * 6 are not bound 
by the ſame obligations, as the rock kings. What I fa 


is, that it © m8 partly be acconnted a difficult point to de? 


termine, w er yy have the ſame e or are bunt: - 


ed Lord, and 1 duties being 
incumbent upon N the peculiarity 7 that ach | 


by the ſame obligations. The inſerence from benes is 


elf, it will be better to continue things as they are, till you 
bechma Ban r +69 fs ng NN -H6y 

You alledge, page 38. that the crinie of hereſy came not 
within the ry of the criminal code of Moſes, '* elſe 
the Jews would have accuſed our bleſſed Lord rather with 


4 


their opinions.” I cannot help thinking, that according to 
God, that ſuppoſed crime came under the charge of blaſ- 


Phariſees not employing force againſt the Sadducees,” it is 
extremely probable the doctrines of the Sadducees were 
not openly avowed by them, till they were ſo powerful, 
that the force of law could not be way br 23 them. 
In our Lord's time, they ſeem to have places of 
chief diſtinction, and authority, in the Synadhrim, and 
therefore, although the Phariſees might dream their dream 
they durſt not reveal it. But upon our Lord's apoſtles be- 
ginning to-preach * the words of this life, the High Prieſt, 
we know, and all they that were with him, (being of the 
ſet of the Sadducees!) proſecuted them and puniſhed 
them, as hexetics, and (clafmatics. We are ſure from 
Paul's own defence, that he was perſecuted for hereſy. 


that after the way hich they call erefy,: ſo worſhip I the 


this charge, gives us a view of his ſenſe of hereſy, It was 
to believe and publiſh what was contrary to the law and 
tae prophets. * And inſtead of alledging that there was no- 
thing in their law to warrant ſuch a proſecution, a cirewm- 
{ance which this able leader would ine overlooked, 
he admits the right of law; but pleads not guilty of the 
charge. I. queſtion much, therefore, the juſtice of your 
remark, e that, in the whole of the Jewiſh hiſtory, ſecular 


the errors of any oft] 


p Jewiſh ſets, who were not ound 
in the faith,” | 


pains Since you are thus in the dark, upon this point your 


hereſy, than with blaſphemy, when he called hitnſelf the 
Son of God. The Phariſees, you add, hated the Saddu- 
cees, who were certainly heretics in out ſenſe of the word, 
&c. but they never ſeem to have dreamed; that the las- 
appointed force to be uſed, for compelling them to change 


the Jews' opinion of our Lord's making himſelf equal with 
phemy, rather than of hereſy. And with regard to the 


God of my fathers, believing all things which are written 
in the law, and the prophets.” Thus Paul, in repelling j- 
t 


ams were never Were fit to be employed, for ſupprgſſing 


— 
** 


» 


Þ + 
4 


” 


Hence are theſe remarkable words: But this I confeſs, p 


86 


It: is not part of my plan, to reply to the very looſe re, 
marke you have made, upon the proofs from Axtaxetres 
Herod, &c. Kc. pages 38. 39. 40. Nor to "anſwer 
plt your queſtions, under this argument: although! 
* the preſumption to think, a reply here not very dil. 
ll you have to ſay againſt the Magiſtrate's power evi. 
dently — — Horm oe ee fedlunly, about the 
rights of conſcience, I ſhall collect your principal obſerya- 
tons upon this as they are ſcattered in the different pages 
ef your pamphlet, and take the liberty of 3 a fey 
remarks upon them. You ſpeak of “ the unahenaþ|; 
rights of man to judge for himſelf in matters of conſciente. 
' —Liberty- of conſcierice.—Notions of toleration that. are 
now ſo common. As the principles of toleration are now 
almoſt univerſally approved, it is not to be ſuppoſed that 
many will decline our communion, for leaving out every 
thing that favours of intolerance. —Our venerable anceſtors 
had not clear views of the natural rights of men” &. 
Notions of toleration 1 grant you are very eommon, and iu 
3 very generally approved; bnt is that any reaſan 
us to adopt them; till we be ſatisfied from the Serip- 
tures of truth, that they are approved by the Holy Ghoſt! 
We had need to beware, Sir, left an undue ſolicitude, to 
accommodate the principles of our profeſſion, to the Jools 
notions of the age, be the rock, upon which we founder, 
molt excellent caufe. Before the natural rights of men were 
fo well underſtood among us, we were eminently diftin- 
guiſhed, for the purity and 3 of our doctrine, 
religious body. How diſmal and deſtructive will the change 
de, if by an exceſſive fondneſs to ſtudy, and to guard thele Wi me, 
adeal rights, men among us ſhall-depart from the purity of ¶ the 
the goſpel, either becauſe they have not ſtudied it, wich tro 
fufficient care, as a beautifully connected ſyſtem; or reckon Wtrar 
it inconſiſtent” with their notions of liberty, to entertain an. 
and inculcate the fame ſentiments with their brethren, in 
conformity to the various parts of that ſyſtem! 
The phraſes © unalienable rights of man to judge for 
dimſelf in matters of conſcience Natural rights of men, 
would require to be well underſtood by us, and their in. 
very accurately aſcertained, from the word of God, 

fore we indulge in the uſe of them. All the rights men 
poſſeſs muſt certainly flow from God. Men of conſe- 


2 . 8 2 — 28 ns „„ =G9o 


can poſſeſs no rights, either natural, or unallieng« 

ple, contrary to God's revealed will. Every judgement he 

forms contrary to this, muſt be an uſurpation of rights 

which do not belong to him. Conſcience being God's 

witneſs, and God's agent, · in the ſoul of man; poſſeſſes nu 

rights but what it enjoys from God; and of confequence, 
(an do, nothing again the truth, but for che truth l | 

The liberty of conſcience;: the toleration, and rights of 

92 — which you ſeem to plead, appear to me, to reſt 
| this principle, that, in theſe articles about which yo | 
at for toleration, men are independent of the'authority. 
either of the church, or ſtate. .: Nay independent of the 
WY :uthority. of God in his word, upon theſe articles. For be 
* i certainly intended one 1 meaning to what he hath re- 
vealed, in his word. „e in her office- 
bearers, as inveſted with power her head, profeſs ſhe 
underſtands the mind of the Spirit in theſe articles, how 
can ſhe, without violation of her truſt, grant u toleration 
to her members, to entertain ſentiments, in oppoſition to 
theſe? It is impoſſible ſhe can, without declaring, that her 
head hath. given no deliverance upon theſe, or left it as a 
matter indifferent, how men ſhall think, or n cones 


the mad- man; who, if his fetters were broken, would de- 
ſtroy himſelf. The conſcience, that judges or acta, con- 
con Bi trary. to the mind of the Holy Ghoſt in the Seriptures, is 2 
an an 2 is a guilty, is à perverted: conſcience. Iſje *© IX 
in man, who would plead for Nds to ſuch a conſcience, bo 1 
muſt be an enemy both to God and man. An enemy to | 7 
God in demanding liberty for his rebel to proſecute the \ 


M m. . , 

P. * will readil grant, that ene is ds much u. 

tt jured by the my apoſtacy, as any other faculty of the "i 

mind. By means of this, the conſcience. is defiled, is 

le Bi feared, is perverted, is. blinded; and by means of an evil 

1 Wind an erring conſcience, men depart from the truth. 02 

re BN Such a conſcience muſt inevitably lead men to their own = 

. deſtruction, if they be allowed to follow its dictates-. 'To 1 

6 4 WY afert an rg night to man, in theſe circumſtances, 1 

to jud =P e for himſelf in matters of conſcience,” appears to 4 

7 me, to be near akin, with aſſerting the natural liberty of I 

0 5 
* 


ends of his rebellion... enemy to man, in flattering him | 12 
"ith the notion, that it is liberty, to think or act contrary. e 
to any part * 1528 We can do n 1 
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nA againſt the truth, but for the truth,” and 
to 1 ſuch a toleration. 


right 
The church of Chriſt being the « pillar an 


he 


therefore hare ui 
d ground of de 


truth, by the public profeſſion which ſhe wakes,” of the 


various truths, revealed in the 


Scriptures; when Tum 


admitted a member, {till more, when I am 'ordained as 7 
teacher, . I deelare my ſatisfaction with every truth the 
rofeſſes, becauſe founded on the word of God, with the 


bmiſſion of my conſcience, as well as underſtanding,” to 
the authority of Chriſt ſpeaking in his word, in ſuppo 


rt oſ 


cat profeſſiun. You know. beſt, whether ſuch a fubſec- 

tion of the conſcience and underſtanding of individuals, l. 
ther of ember or teacher, to the wiſdom. and authority 
of the reſt, as guardians of the truth profeſigd” by "the 
church, in all its parts, be not meant by that ſaying df the 
apoſtle, © The ſpirit of the prophets,” or, as it is ſometimes 


the 
whi 


' leration, 


rendered, the doctrines of the prophets, are ſubject to 


1 The doctrines which they profeſs; br 
ey, in the exerciſe of their underſtanding, and 
conſcience, prepare to teach others, are ſubject to the 
Prophets. 

enquiry, they ſhall adopt any thing, contrary to the” faith 
af the goſpel, their liberty, in this reſpect, inſtead" of to- 


he conſequence is obvious. 


If, in their free 


Il be checked, reſtrained, and corrected. And 


if any hall perſiſt in the exerciſe of ſuch unhallowed l. 


berty, the 
Ee 'Oc 


ſhall prevail upon any 
tude- of ſentiment to. 
think differently upon any part 


ſhall be | caſt out of the fellowſhip of the 
ail theſe things our anceſtors have diſcovered 
„if not more juſt, views than we have done. 

however, a rage for. greater liberty of conſcience 
art of the church, to give lat 
ir teachers, and members, to 
of revealed truth; and 


ſo deſtroy that unity in ſentiment, and profeſſion which 


is the glory of the church of Chriſt;—if this rage ſhall 
tempt men to tolerate opinions and principles, concerning 
part of revealed truth, inconſiſtent with one another; 


* 


ſincerely deteſt, as ſubverſive of the purity of 
and which, I hope, ſhall never witneſs in 


Af this toleration ſhall coaleſce men of jarring ſentiments, 


to many parts of revealed truth, provided they 


Sece 


2 upon what you call eſſentials, —then, Sir, that is dhe 
liberty of conſcience, the toleration in the church, which 1 
eden 


Hut what fay you to the Magiſtrate's authority, to cur. 


end 


. 
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6 9 ce I cannot 11 lp the article bn queſtion is to us . 1 4 
ſuch, impo it as to Juſtify us in Wr Þ it a term of = = 
communion.” —Perhaps, | 


2 ou ſuppoſe 
of COMING! among us, and becauſe the v manner in ES -. 


Befides, your own | pin of fellowſhip, page 55! ebliges 


duty to retajn the article, to abanidon your meaſure 48 alt6- 


of bringin 8 it about. eee being | Ns 


his; Wee fon criptures't | Fs 

onthe oi e ANG Ro 

ſcience, when its diQtates were ee to God's epd | 

will: and till you can thew, that God hid leſs concern''ts EL 

prote&t the riglits of conſcience then; than he hasnowyyou ' | . Þ 

will-find IE .confiderably kiotty a and obftinate — 4 „ 

your ſcheme, We ce Pegs) ; 

In concluſion” upon this; af t, 5 me ſu 

have ſhewn to a * our 8 con 

tains things reſpecting the Magistrate power, -which*the 
Scriptufes do not clearly yearn; the won ven un ker 

from this, is, that an ipweſtig ph of the point is weren, 


ſo as to have it corre ed; ut by vo means, "that forbear= _ 
ahce oy that 7 is the” 2 e "This wok * „ 
er e ow hy 1 40 n i 

” : 2 . eee 3% 3 \ af "AY | 5 Lab 6s . \ 7 2 


N * 8 * 4 - 


Sit, you would 


not have the Ja or defect 2 your —— — rule of ws .- 
a church's fellowIhip. Her articles may be — ee V 
althoygh you don't {2 them to be ſo. Nay jt Gan -- 15; 1 
the fake 1 SE ot this article had been as unithportarit | . . 

yet in as much as occaſion is apprehended © =o 
taken from hence, to introduce an unſeriptural plan 8 = 


, Rn 
Se 


which you are for dropping this article, would leave an im- _ 
putation boch upon it, and upon the Confeſſion where it ä 
remains, it ceaſes to be the unimportant thing, you 


you, to retraCt this argument. The "peace of the church 


will not only be hurt, but be deſtroyed, if you preſs this 
matter. I bf bone uence becomes now a moſt important 1 Rn 


prey inexpedient, ' if not ſonitthing worſe; and from 
nceforward, give up the rojef, Till — in vier, gh 
the ſame object, endeayouring only to change the method 5 


ba conſidering what hath * in ripening” this 
uſineſs' 1 its pretent 3 


* 1 ; 
90 A Rf 


e « 1s the dof of the Magiſtrate e 
to ſuppreſs hereſy, oi ſuch importance as to juſtify us in ex. 
cluding, or in expelling from the office of mipiſter, or elder, 
all who cannot chearfully promiſe before God, that he 
will hold it faſt to the end, and never prove luke- warm, ot 
indifferent, about it? — This, Sir, appears to me extremely 
2 * and with reſpect to the credit of our profeſſion, and 

the genuine principles of your brethren, from whom you 
ziffer, a moſt unhandſome way of the queſtion. 

It is laid in ſuch a manner, as to give the iated Synod, 

eſpecially at this time, the moſt hideous air of intolerance, 
if it ſhall refuſe the adoption of your forbearance: and your 
| brethren, who are cont for what you are; d to 
maintain, are ſubjected to the moſt undeſerred obloguy, 
in the view of readers, who know no more about the true 
cCauſe of their oppoſition, than appears from your ſtatem 

| caſe you know to be this, much better than 1 2 
ſtate to you. We aſſert, that if the doctrine, ſuppoſe the 
Magiſtrate's wer, or a 2 you chooſe to ſuppoſe, be 
of divine a ority and rly taught in our bibles, it is to 
be held faſt by us, as much as any other part of gur pre- 
feſſion. Neither do we reckon it free of the charge of ;pre- 
ſumption, to talk of any truth of revelation, as unimportant, 
| till it be pronou unimportant, .. by God. For. his 

thoughts, eſp * D matters, are often f 

as our tho if be not in our bible, let 
Jo judicially 8 and then you may diſmiſs it de- 
| — £5 ts if it be e bath revealed to 
ou and the church hath WIR: to the profeſſion of 

it, why refuſe to retain it? 


I would therefore, ak. you in turn, thould a candidate | 
either for the miniſtry, or elderſhip, acknowledge this arti- 


cle to be a revelation. of God, which, you know your pre- 
ſent ain og bers and br would declare, that he could 
not promiſe, before God, to Id faſt that truth to the end, 
— never prqqve luke warm or indifferent about it, would 
u really, notwithſtanding this 1 admit me 
ere, beſides, would be your warrant for admittin 
Would not his refuſal give juſt reaſon to ſuſpect his 52251 
ſhip to truth, in other articles. Tou 8 « that truths 
are of greater, value, beyond all calculation, than the richeſt 
poſſeſſions.” If then God hath revealed any truth for the 
chutch to maintain, 12. from a candidate, in 


"I 


- p * 1 PI * 
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that church, | to en Fr hola it Git; is 92 dent Wee ER | 7 


call upon her, immediately to ſtand up in its San, and 
allow none of her teachers to caſt a e is more va 


1 


luable than the richeſt poſſeſſions. 11 he be 4 gnorant ot 


the article, by all means inſtru him. Tf he have f ſcruples, 3 


hear them; nor proceed i in the exerciſe of authority, 1 D 
= at the ſame time, uſing all due pains to reach convic- 
But if, after he is inſtructed, he ſhall wilfully refuſe 
a "kill it, againſt all oppoſite errors,” under the novel 
whim, that it is not of ſufficient impottance, to be retained 
as an article of profeſſion, then, T acknowledge mylelF ſo 
uncharitable as to aſſert, that he can ſcarce be allowed to 
be a faithful man,” in other things. And it is to faichful 
men only, the goſpel miniſtry is to be committed. For 
che that is faithful in that w ich is leaſt is faithful alſd in 
much. 18 he that is wnjult in the lea,” is . ä 
in much,“ 
You ſay, p page ww « that our Lord ſombtlines Gecnbel 
and ſometimes exprefaly prohibited his diſciples to Publ 
ſome of the moſt important doctrines of religion.” "And | 
from this you infer, c that although the doctfine concern. 
ing the power of the civil M wer as defined in our Cori 
ſeſſion of Faith were inconte! le, yet it appears to be a 
doctrine not neceſſary nor, uſeful in the t ſtate of the 
vorld.“ A very fecble and inaccurate ' concluſion” frem 
your premiſes! They were moſt important dockrines which 
ou ſay our Lord prohibited his diſciples to publiſh; there- 
ore it is a warrant for us alfo not to publiſh or profeſs moſt 
portant doctrines. That is the concluſion” if you reaſon. 
airly. And as to the article in queſtion not appearing = 
eceſſary nor uſeful, in the ate ſtate of the world,” 
either was the ordinance of ao, Hm 0 
he friends of the bridegroom, while the bridegroom was 
ith them, but that was no reaſon why they ſhould confider | 
aſting as an unimpertant article of revelation, becauſe th 3 
re not called, to the immeiliate exereiſe of the duty. 
Our Lord had important reaſons, you very ly te- 
nark, for 5 — Kc. as for every other part of his con- 
ut? And beyond all doubt he had. But Where is the 
emoteſt hint that he had the reaſon you would wiſh to 
raw, by way Nein from his condua? You know 
ery well, 3 whatever dockrine he 1 97 proper not to 
aye publiſhed; he ſpecified that to his diſciples; but never 
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© kung the — 0 own conjeXure, or 
| Hep might form, after amuſing themſelves, inthe 
: We variety of their ſpeculation,” to ſuppreſs the publication of 
What, 5 pleaſed. Till, chen, you can ſhew, that the doc, 
trine, about the Magiſtrate s power, is laid under this pro. 
hibition. by our Lord, che inſtance, you here adduge, cin. 
on ng account, ſerve x0 ou urpole. Nay, it is a Again 
I Ms For as it would a piece of de 

| ſumption, and. bnful perverſion of our Lord's orders, 14 
28 of the diſciples ae his conduct here as a: warrant, 
to drop rop any dectrine of 1 religion, — to conceal anf trut 
: ee to their deluded apprehenſion, did not a 5 of 
| V great importance, (indeed the 9 never {truck then) 
e e ae great M1, 94. Þ it, we ſhall make: 


ſimi ar attempt. 
7 the appeal you have made to the "Jas Mr. "Brown 


page 9. you have pledged yourſelf to pay much 'defergnc 
to his authority. I ſhall cherefore Ani this argument 
| as quite inſufficient to warrant alteration alſo, by refreſhiiy 
ir mind, with à few. ſentences from his Letters on T6 
jon, ſhewing the light i in Yu he Newed the congud 
you are ſo zealouſly urging.” .. 
27 Page 63. < Six, ave you in an K erin 
ner, . renouriced. theſe Confeſſions of F " 
| publicly as you ſolemnly ayowed,. if not alſo ok 
edfaſt adherance to the Weſtminſter one, at your. pp 
tion? Dare den one day, call God, angels and Fond 
witneſs, u fincerely avow That Confeſſion of Fa 
;to be the San non of your Faith, and that you Wer 9 
believe the WHOLE DOCTRINE contained 1 in it, to A* found: 
on the word of God, and will conltantly Idhere 2.0 an 
maintain the ſame: all the 15 of your Wi; and the 
light, reproach, revile and attempt to confute an 7 
artiche it? Have you ſuffered as much for a wu 
maintainance of. the intrinſic power 155 the church, and 
Cbriſt's ſole headſhip over her, as his ſpiritual 2 
che compilers and cordial adherers to that Confeſſion; ba 
done? If not, modeſty, as well a * e have 1 
ſtrained your revilin ge 94- pon the whot 
Sir, I readil grant, t + a 1 * of cavils may be ſtart 
againſt the Magiſtrate's power about religious matters, mb 
_ tioned in our excellent ſtandards, as may be againff er 


divine truth, the moſt. Fundamennys not PM and 


FT. application 11 it to 3 may * in es 


the pre 
circum 
erer ſpecious;, nor difficulty of upright performance of duty, 
but demonflrative arguments gf" its 5 will warrant my 
renouncing a principle, which I 2 ſo ſolemnly cſponſed, 
in ordination” vows and covenants; with God. Perhaps, 
Tindal alone hath: raiſed as many e again 
the divine authority of our bible, as have; $0) can be, raiſed 
N 9 7 power of Magiſtrates mentioned in our ſtand- 
" ards;. an d yet wo, wo, wo for ever, to my ſoul, LA on that 
account, I renounce it as an impoſture of Satan{!” 
In what light theſe ſentences may, appear to your- ind, 
I know. not: Hut to mine, they appear moßt ſolemn, and 


pointed. And with reſpeQ to preſent meaſures, : do they 5 


not cut to che quick? Are they not as pointed, as if ” 
had been expreſsly written by him to his. uccedſor i in office 
1 wiſh, Bir, you had never been embarked, in YA A, dd 
honourable, and to d me, and fn SA. 
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ces, not a little, dit cult. But not cavils how= 
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005 — The SK e already Pe their Entiments © 


mY the atticle in queſtion, conßidered as an N * 
| communion.” 'Then, Sir, what need-of ap Act Kol forbear 
ance? If the Synod hath done alread ou want, why 
ſtir up all this ſtrife” 8 — it. As 10 —5 9 

and our warni ing Ka 5g An hs , to which 15 refer, as 
your ee 0 at you ſay, {he have not them at hand; 
and therefore cannot examine the juſtice of your ſtatement. 


But is it fair, although it ie the caſe, to produce fide | 


_ phraſes, out of former deeds, when no judicial declaration 
was intended to be made, upon that preciſe, point, as an 
authority for your pv Ry part This can ſcarce. be called 
ſpecious reaſoning, far leſs ſolid. But ſince you admit the 
authority of deeds, in former times, if you pleaſe, I will 
preſent you with one or two, more in point than this.— 
The act of aſſembly 9 to ſevereſt cenſure, any 
who ſhould ſubſcribe the Covenants and then ſpeak againſt 


them, or who ſhould ſpeak, write, print, teach, or preach * 


any doctrine, tenet or opinion contrary unto any head, ar- 
' ticle, part or propoſition of the Confellion of Falch of this 
church What do you ſay to this, Sir? If there be ar- 
gument in your reſerence, there | is fall more Bere. Recon · 
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cile your conduct in writing and printing againſt our Con- 
 Teffion, with . retuſal of an inveſtigation of this, je 
and I pledge 7 * to ſhew, there is no argument in the 0 
argument you here adduce.—What do you next fay to the a 
Synod's Appendix in the Act and Teſtimony, given.already a 
in-a foot note, in which even yourſelf, as wes of court, 1 
condemn, and teſtify againſt, the looſe and unſcriptural vi 
principles, which your prefent Confiderations arè intended p 
to recommend? I am for the Synod to be conſiſtent; and tl 
they can be perfectly conſiſtent with all the ſentiments for- fi 
merly expreſſed, about the article in queſtion, and yet ſpout 01 
your favourite overture. But, how they can be conſiſtent de 
with former ſtanding acts of the church of Scotland, to pl 


which they have profeſſed their adherance, and een with 
their own” Appendix, and yet protect you from cenſure, is. 
ſurely a confiderably up-hill bufineſ dll 
Tou tell us that Mr. Walker repels, with fcorn, from 
Seceders a charge of compulſory principles in matters of 
religion, brought againſt them.“ But why not tell us like- 
wiſe, that he has reſcued the Confeſſion, from the charge 
of containing bloody or perſecuting principles? If you ac- 
knowledge his authority in the one inſtance, are you not 
equally bound to admit it in the other: Tour queſtion, 
Why were not theſe brethren called to an account for de- 
parting from our received principles? comes with an a» 
-mazingly good grace from you, Sir! © © 
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(4.) * The conſequences of paſſing the act or of refuſing 
to paſs it. For the power which Chriſt hath given to his 
ſervants, add you, is for edification, and not for deſtruction. 
All things muſt be done by us for the edification of the 
church, for promoting her peace, liberty and welfare. 
Amen, Sir! We unite moſt cordially upon theſe ſenti- 
ments; although in the application of them, we may differ 
moſt eſſentially, From the length of this argument, you 
ſurely reckon it a very ſtrong one; and in nothing can your. 
zeal for the overture appear more remarkably, than in the 
enumeration of diſmal conſequences you predict, from the 
1 0 * 5 e 5 
« Principles of liberty, you ſay, religious and civil, are 
now uniyerſally current Wang us. Books on theſe ſub⸗ 


8 as L * 8 1 
8 


jets, fall into the hands, of our young men in the courſe 
of their ſtudies; by Which they are taught, that no man has 
a right to, impoſe his own religion upon other men. The 
arguments are at leaſt plauſible, and inſinuating, if not ſolid. 

The doctrine fixes itſelf on their minds, an without doing 


violence to their own judgements, they will not give their JE 
profeſſion of aſſent ig the doftrine, that men who err in 
their religious opinions are to be proceeded againſt by the 

fword of the ciyil Magiſtrate, Can. you” keep fuck books 

out of the hands of our young men; or, would you wih to 

do it? Can oh binder them from. adopting. notions ſo 
plauſible, ſo congenial to the loye of liberty??? 


Here the truth comes out {till more fully. Political no- 
tions, connected with very looſe and exceptionable ſenti- 
ments about liberty of conſcience, have had too much in- 
faence, in exciting diſlike at our religious profeſſion, and 
are here aſſigned as the true cauſes of it. Our Profeſſor 
of Divinity too, being perhaps as much enamoured with 
theſe notions as might have been wiſhed, this is not to be 


young men's attention as frequently to theſe books 

ſtudies, as is conſiſtent with that application which. is ne- 
ceſlary, to © conſider the great number of articles contained 
in our-Confeſſion, with ſo cloſe. attention, and be. ſo fim 
eſtabliſhed in the belief of them, as Scriptural truths, as to 
declare before God their firm belief of them,” Impreſſed 

with ſuch views as theſe, reſpecting the neceſſity of the 
cloſeſt application to the ſtudy of Divinity, in order to a 
conſcientious, and judicious aſſent to our religious princi- 

ples, at licence and ordination, might it not have been na- 

tiyely expected of you as 4 ſervice of love, as well as of 

I uty, that you would employ both your Influence and au- 

I bory in entreating young men to beſtow their undivided 
attention upon this great object, and not ſuffer it to be di- 


f erted from this, by reading and ſtudying © thoſe books 
. upon liberty, which may fall into their ok. It is with 
cat propriety you deſign the ſentiments taught in theſe 
15 books notions: as there are many notions afloat at preſent, 


eſpecting liberty, both religious and civil, little correſpond- 
ng with the mind of the Holy Ghoſt in the Scriptures, or 
onducive to the welfare of civil ſociety; and moſt un- 
loubtcdly, you would not have your divinity-hall to be 
ouyerted into a nurſery of ſedition. Tou tell us that theſe 
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ſuppoſed to be wholly without its influence, in „ . 
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notions ate ** plailſible and N ting, and therefore the 


become the mote dangerous, If they be not dk. 

© Inſtead chen ef countenancing ſuch . notions, or el. 
SY | prefling yourfelf with ſuch” an air of. ſatisfaction in their 
5 v 


wour, was it not your duty to warn our, routh 2painſ 

ſuch reading, as was inconfiſtent with our religious profer- 
Fin, and to expoſe the danger of young men, pointing do 
the holy miniſtry, allowing their minds to become inflamed, 
with political ſpeculations? By the ſame accident, books, 
upon liberty of will, and upon the ſufficiency of human 

| x<afon, may fall into the hands of young men ! © The ar- 
ments are at leaſt plauſible and infinuating. , Can pon 

* Bes ſuch books out of their hands; or woul you with. Wi. 
do it? Thus except you were at more care, to fortify the | 
minds of young men againſt the errors. and evil tendeney of Wl 

- theſe, than you have been, in pointing out the dangerou Wl 
extremes, to which the other have, or may be carried, the N 
Seceſſion might ſoon be overrun with men of Armin Wl . 
and Socinian blaſphemies. Infer not from hence, wust! 8 

am inimical to real liberty. Let it be of the rational an A 

ſcriptural kind, and I wiſh to be as zealous for it as\ duty * 
requires. I have however no ſcruple to ſay, that there an 8 . 
principles of liberty "I current among us at preſent, 4-8. 
together inconſiſtent with the word of and. being c. _ 
culated, to make us fall out with our religious — "a 
ought carefully to be avoided by us. Eſpecially as eg. 
reſent rage, there is ſuch eminent danger of men's ſha 
ing their religious creed, by their notions of liberty, rather — 
than regulating their ideas of liberty, by the word of truth 
And how far the Conſiderations, I am at preſent exams ; 
ing, favour ſuch evils, the reader is left to judge for hin. =. 
1 „FC «Ü§ÜQ . 

Is it fair to employ ſuch ſmooth and flattering languarn 
in ſpeaking about the love of liberty, and the doCtnine i 4 | 
its favour fixing upon Young men's minds; and, in tht — 

u 


1 | fame ſentences, to uſe ſuch harſh and violent language, "8. 
7 | ſpeaking of the magiſtrate's exerciſe of his power? Mes then 
— according to your ſatement, bythe uni 


of the civil magiſtrate ! But you know very well, that Min 
. on the principles of thoſe who give the ampleſt power Mar 
= | | the civil magiſtrate reſpecting religion, it is only alter 4 
bY | ry other mean hath been uſed, to convince the mind, Ag 
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% 
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- 
| 
Nn 
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perſuade the exroneous, of che evil tendency of their errofsy, 
it is only after all pains and patience have been uſed, both I. 
by miniſters, and magiſtrates, to induce them to renounce. Lg 


dar errors; it is only after the perſon; perſiſts in contempt = 
i of all means, and becomes obſtinate, that ſtronger meaſures . 
e to be uſed. - But for the leaſt miſtake, or difference in 

- Wl ccligious opinion, you repreſent the Magiſtrate as inſtantly 

to proceeding to diſpatch the tranſgreſſor. hy ſuch attempts, 

d, to aſperſe your brethren, and to render the doGrine in our 
cCoafeſhon odious ?, The ſame God who bath inveſted Ma- 

i Liſtrates with their power, hath preſcribed the crimes they 1 
*. are to puniſh, with the degree of puniſhment according to 

d the crime; and wherein the law of God is not explicit, for 

0 their direction, let them incline in the exerciſe of power to 

| the merciful ſide. ene e, eee 
of No man, it is readily granted, has a right to «mpoſe his 

W 8 own religion upon other men.“ But if church officers. in 
he the exerciſe Ls op; hc powers -frem Chriſt find men under 

T their inſpection, avowing religious opinions contrary to the 


profeſſion of the church, they have a right ſurely to oblige 
them either to retract theſe opinions, or to expel them 
from their communion, if after every means uſed to re- | 
clim-them-they ſhall continue obſtinate. And that is not 
impoling their religion on other men.“ But is not this en- 5 
croaching upon the rights of conſcience juſt as much, as - EY 
when the Magiſtrate, in aid of the church's authority, ſhall ; | 


S 


A employ his power in diſcouraging and marking out thoſe 
4d a3 unprofitable members of ſociety, whom God in his word 
oy condemns for. maintaining errors, and opinions, danger ous 
W the ſouls of men? | 


As to your queſtion, © Would you with to keep fuch 
books out of the hands of young men? You know better 
than I can tell you, that by a deed of Synod; miniſters in 
general, and our Profefſor of Divinity no doubt in particu- 
lar, have it in charge, to inform themſelves of the b 
our ſtudents read; with a view to direct their ſtudies into 


* ſuch a channel, as ſhall, eſtabliſh their minds, and give 


them juſt views, of eyangelical truth. 5 


Where then would have been the impro riety, or in- | ' 
| conſiſtency of our Profeſſor, or any other of us, caution- 55 . 
ing young men againſt. reading Tom Paine's Rights of 3 


Man, and againſt the adoption of hjs notions about liberty, 
cauſe they are plauſible; eſpecially if theſe. be contrary 
; , | N F | A 
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5 51 5 
to our religious profeſſion, and they will have one day tg 
declare that to be the profeſſion of their faith? And here, 
Sir, I would appeal to yourſelf, which would have been 
the wiſeſt, moſt prudent, and honourable method; 'whe- 
ther to have endeavoured in the manner ſtated above, to 
have prevented the confuſion we experience from the dif. 
like, which theſe plauſible notions. about Tiberty have ex- 
cited at our religious profeſſion, reſpecting the magiſtrate ? 
—or to allow theſe notions to operate their effect, and then 
come to the Synod, and to the Seceſhon at large, and tell 
them what has happened;' demanding, them at the fame 
time, to alter their formula according to the taſte and hu- 
mour of the times, becauſe the train of reading, which, our 
Profeſſor of Divinity, in his ardent love of liberty, hath en- 
eouraged our young men to purſue, renders this necefſary! 
The Synod, by your own confeflion, hath made ſuch de- 
clarations reſpeCting enforcing religious duties by civil paitis 
as clearly demonſtrate, that as a body they never approved 
of any ſuch principle. If young men after this ſtill enter- 
tain obſtinate ſcruples againſt the Confeſſion, and you per- 
ſuade them they would be very unconſcientious, if they did 
not, who I beſeech you is to blame? Have you not by the 
hard things you have ſaid againſt the Confeſſion and'Cove- 
nants, both laid and left needleſs obſtructions in the way 
of young men, and therefore are accountable before God, 


for. the miſchief- that may be the conſequence?” Exceed- 


ingly ſtrong language I grant you, but it is your-own! 
And if nos be — 8 ee of it to Yourſelf, only 
think, how thoſe, equally undeſerving at the very leaſt, muſt 
feel, for whom it was originally intended. e 
The folemnity of language you uſe here is an evidence 
that you are much in earneſt. But does that charity, which 
you fo warmly recommend, warrant you to aſſert your zeal, 
and expreſs your fervent concern for the ſouls of men, at 
the expence of your brethren? * For a world, you es. 
claim, I would not be the guilty cauſe of withholding bread 
from one ready to periſh with hunger; for ten worlds," 
would not be the cauſe of withholding the bread of life, 
from thouſands of periſhing ſouls.” But we, who refit 
your overture, muſt be the guilty cauſe of withholding the 
ead of life, which you would ſo generouſly beſtow! No, 
Sirz 'no! We repel the charge with indignant regret, that 
you, or any of your brethren, ſhould inſinuate the remoteſt 
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ſuſpicion, that in wehſing the change you meditate we are 
| not ſuitably zealous for the ſalvation of men. Since you 
compel us to recommend ourſelves, we ſay, that we will 
| not yield to you either in zeal, or conſcientious tenderneſs 
ä for the ſouls of men. Nay, it is becauſe we are animated 8 
| with a jealous dread leſt-ſouls be endangered, by the 1ntro- | 
; duction of erroneous teachers into our fellowſhip, through 

ur ſcheme of alteration, that we ftrenuouſly reſiſt it. 

« You will admit thoſe who can bend their conſciences 
into a compliance with what appears convenience or neceſ- 
ſity; but you-exclude thoſe who are too honeſt to ſwear 
any thing which they cannot ſwear without clear convic- 
tions of duty.” The firſt part of this ſentence is a very 
tremenduous charge indeed. Thoſe who have taken the 
formula without any objection to the doQtrine of our Con- 
ſeſſion reſpecting the Magiſtrate's power in religion, are 
men © who have bended their conſciences into a compliance 
with what appears convenience or neceſſity.” And ſuch 
unprincipled men muſt thoſe of all other denominations be, 
who declare their belief of the whole doctrine of our Con- 
feſſion at ordination, as well as we do. Or, if you reſtrict 
your accuſation only to ſuch young men as have not made 
any objections to the formula, as it ſtands, how uncharitable 
to repreſent them as ſtifling the convictions of conſcience, 
from convenience or neceſſity, becauſe they expreſs no 
ſcruples! And © we will admit thoſe.” We will connive 
3 plaint and accommodating conſciences! 
Anothe le feature of your Chriſtian charity, when 
we are the objects of it! And indeed, you are fo very 
liberal in your beſtowal of it upon diſciples who are up to 
your own views, that you have little to ſpare for ys. Theſe 
ne * are 00 Hangſt to ſwear any thing which they cannot ſwear 
ach without clear convictions of duty. And we exclude them! 
eal, What baſe truckling kind of characters muſt you conceive 
us to be! Very different from thoſe upright ſpirits of the 
oY age, who in adopting * notions ſo plauſble; ſo congenial to 
* the love of money” have become ſo very hung, that, at all 
cents, they muſt have the religious principles of this part 
life, of the church modelled according to theſe notions! and 
eſt icruple not at the moſt violent meaſures in order to accom- 
the pliſh their ends! Had you ſaid they were too honeſt, to 
No, diſturb us in our profeſhon, but peaceably left us, to con- 
that nec with others more conformable to their views, I would 
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ho would overturn them. Can it be expected, that 


men againſt the article; and raiſe ſcruples and difficulties 
in thoſe, who otherwiſe might have had none. If the Pro. 


character to the world, fo 


1 
* 
14 


_ 
have underſtood you better. For © while that maxim ſtand; 
recorded in Scripture, that evil muſt not be done that 
may come, nene ought one day to profeſs before God and 

men our religious principles to be theirs, and vow at ord. 
nation to ſupport theſe; and the next, take part with thoſc 


ſuch young men ſhould come into the miniſtry with divine 
approbation, and with the fulneſs of the bleſſings of the 
( Wo Saba 
Jour ſtory of the miniſter in the days of Proteſtant per. 

ſceution is well calculated to prepoſſeſs the minds of young 


feſſor view the caſe in this light, who has had ſo long time 
to _ it, it muſt certainly be very dangerous for us to 
acquieſee in it. n e 

The caſe of brethren already in communidn with us, 
preſſes, you think, ſtill more immediately on our attention. 
A neceſſity is laid upon them, from their deſire of be. 


ing approved of Chriſt at his appearance, honeſtly to declare 


their ſentiments, let the conſequence be what it will. When 


they delare their ſentiments, you muſt Expel them from your 


body,” By this, Sir, you have ſurely decided your own fate, 
and perhaps more ſeverely than your brethren of 3 
aber: 199 would have done. In a _ of inſtances, you 

ave declared ſentiments the very reverſe of what 'we pro- 
feſs, as a religious body. You have been abundantly ſen- 
ſible of this at the time you were compoſing theſe Conl- 


derations. That maxim ſtill ſtands recorded in Scripture 


evil muſt not be done that good may come.” Why then 
mut up your brethren in the Synod to ſuch an hard dilem- 
maz either to expel you fron their body; or to expoſe theit 

r want of confiſtency, and of im- 


partiality, according to the view of diſcipline you have jul 


now given, even for- all the good of ſerving your cauſe by 


« declaring your {entiments?* And this hath become the 
more glaring, as an iuveſtigation of your pamphlet was de- 


mandedl of the Synod, and they refuſed. As to the © n+ 


caltty laid upon brethren to declare their ſentiments, let the 
conſequence be what it will,” after the ſolemn manner you 
have ſtated it, I am bound to believe them much in earneſt. 
But their caſe hath two ſides and two neceſſities it ſeems, 
und you have given us only one of them. Necgſity is lat 
upon them by a moſt ſolemn vow, © as they ſhall be approve 
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attempt the changes they meditate. Neceſſity was laid up- 
on thera alſo not to declare the ſentiments to which you 
allude; far leſs to take ſuch undue methods . 
them: and I cannot help «< honeſtly declaring my ſentimen 


here in turn, that at the bar of the Judge this will be found 


the frongeft neceſſity of the two. Whit a pity, theſe bre- 


*thren were not conſtrained by their necethty fooner! or 


been able at leaſt to contain themſelves a little longer; till, 


in a more calm and undiſturbed ſtate of ſociety, the matter 


underwent a deliberate diſcuſſion, and perhaps they might 
have been brought to views more conſiſtent with the ſim- 
plicity of the goſpel; and their firſt neceſſity and expuron 
would have been prevented. 8 Fi 


« This, you add, is unavoidable; if the articles in queſ- 


tion are not to be made matters of forbearance. And for 
what do you expel them? for being of the ſame principles 


with yourſelves. For you have already declared, even as a 
coutt, your diſayowal of compulfory meaſures in religion.” 
I have neither deſire nor intention to miſrepreſent you in 
any thing., After then the conceſſion you have here made, 
how can one ſuppreſs his aſtoniſhment, that we ſhould have 
heard ſuch an outcry about the perſecuting principles of 


Seceders! That we ſhould have been troubled with a peti- 
tion to our Synod, for © neceſſary reform,” and told by you, 
that without this, © uſeful members will be expelled the 

body; and the door ſhut upon uſeful members that may 


enter.“ And all this, although as © a court we have al- 
ready deeclared our diſavowal of compulſory meaſures in 
religion.“ You acknowledge there is no difference of prin- 
cipie among us; and in proof of it, quote the deciſion of 
our ſupreme- court. What more then would you have ? It 
is ſurely competent for a court, to explain the ſenſe in which 
they underſtand any expreſſion in any of their ſtandard 
books. And is not that explanation the light, in which 
the article is ever after to be viewed ? You ſay ſuch an ex- 
planation hath been given. You ſeem pleaſed with it. You 
refer to it in proof of what you ſay. Why then continue 
diſſatisſied ? What would you more? Why preſs forbear- 
ance, when by your own acknowledgement we are agreed ? 


* Of conſequence, thoſe attached to what we profeſs, and whom you and 
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of Chrift at his appearing, neither directiy nor indireQly ts 


Jour brethren are driving ſo forcibly from our communion, muſt be confi- 
fered by you as M members. OM pos | 


Why all this exanble on the Synod, and expoſure-of, QUT» 
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ſelyes ta the world, dqting about queſtions and ſtriſes of 


words, when there is no difference about doctrine expreſ- 


ſed by them?” Where then can be the need of reform, when 
yau. acknowledge the neceſfary reform already made ? 
Ah, Sir! your darling idol freedom of enquiry,” and /j. 
beriy of conſcience,” muſt be carried into the houſe of the 
Lord, and forbearance muſt ſtalk before, to. make way for 
its admittance | elſe we ſhould never have heard fo much 
about the power aſcribed to the magiſtrate in our Confeſ. 
tion, nor, finee you acknowl us agreed, would it have 


been ſuch a difficult matter to ſettle. the difference. 
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20 your ſcheme of forbearance, it is at once an unſeriptural 


* 


VU pan this article you have employed much ſolemnity of 
language, and made ſuch alluſions as muſt operate. very 
powerfully upon a ferious mind, who views the matter in 

— light of your ſtatement. Neither are theſe, who can- 
not accede to your plan, much indebted to you for any _ 
great exceſs of charity, and moderation; in the opinion you 
form of them, or of their conduct. « They are men of 
blood!“ page 52. „They do what lies in their power to 
deprive others of the means of living uſefully to the church, 


and of diſtributing the bread of life to hundreds of _ 


They do what in them lies to infli an eccleſiaſtical dea 


upon a conſiderable number of brethren, whom they love, 
and whom they highly eſteem, for no other reaſon but 
their averſion to campulſory meaſures in religion!“ Page 


55-———In one point of view, I feel no uneaſineſs at ſuch 
compariſons, becauſe conſcious of having done nothing to 
deſerve them. But in another, I confeſs myſelf much hurt 
in ſeeing a pamphlet coming abroad in ſuch an unconſtitu- 
tional manner to the world, from our Profeſſor of Divinity, 
and holding up, in ſuch an hideous light, the conduct of 
brethren, who wiſh to be as tender, and zealous of pre- 
cious and immortal fouls, as its author can be. . 
Fou ought to recollect, Sir. that we are far from arro- 


gating to ourſelves the exc/uſcve privilege of preaching the 


goſpel to our fellow men. Others do this as well as we, 
wich whom, on other accounts, we cannot walk in fcllow- 


hip. Your ſtrong and ſolemn language, about depriving 
hundreds of the bread of life, cannot therefore apply. We 


have told the world our views about bloody principles and 
compulſory meaſures already, and ſpurn the accufation. As 
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innovation, and no remedy to the evil. If then, eicher 
thoſe that are not of us, or thoſe in our connection, de- 


clare after all they are not ſatisfied, without the adoption 
of forbearance, as a remedy, we tell them we are extremely 
ſorry for it: but cannot acquieſce. But ſurely in all this 


we offer violenee to no man. We do not injure a gls 


ſoul; although we ſay we are reſolved to abide by our 


feſſion, notwithſtanding the ſtrong language, and hard 


ſpeeches of Mr. Lawſon,” who” is undoubtedly the official 
guardian of what we are defending,” till * /zga/ evidenc# be 
adduced that we are wrong. * SEP Perz | SET IO 

You fay, page 59. * that we ought to avoid not only all 


evil, but all appearance of evil; and to cut off all occaſion _ 


from them tliat wiſh to reproach us. And ſo we ſhould. 


Your Conſiderations of confequence ſhould never have ſeen 


the light ; and replies to them would have been prevented: 
Only ſuch as are friendly to our profeſſion ought to have 
taken part of this miniſtry witk us; and the violent mea- 
ſures in train to change it upon us, ſhould never have been 
attempted. But how can forbearance upon the point in 
queſtion cut off occafion'to reproach us? Will it not rather 
give occaſion.Theſe men,. might the world ay: have 
diſcovered very little zeal for the truth indeed!” They af 


fected to find great fault with the Confeſſion, and Cove- 


nants. But inſtead of aſcertaining what is wrong in theſe 
articles, and ſo guarding their people againſt the error, they 
have agreed to become more jarring in their ſentiments 
than ever. By introducing a principle of toleration of op- 


polition of ſentiment, and doctrine, among their teachers, 


they muſt in the event ereate much perplexity, and diftrefs 


of mind, to the Chriſtian people; and tempt theni to irna- 


gine, there is no difference between truth, and error; and 
that the man incurs no blame, who thinks contrary to the 
mind of the Holy Ghoſt, in certain doctrines in his word, 
any more than the man, who thinks according unto it? 
Upon the whole, Sir, when I read the ten pages yon 
have written on this argument; when I meet with 
proteſtation againſt withholding the bread of life from thou- 
fands of periſhing fouls; when I come to the hard neceſſity, 
in which you repreſent brethren, who have declared their 
ſentiments againſt our Confeſſion, reſpecting compulfory 
meafures; and eonſider the compariſon you draw between 
theſe, and the perſecuting mother of abominations, I feel 
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exceedingly, ſhocked indeed at ſuch a view of matters, atid | 
- wiſh to examine evidence again, leſt we be. indulging - 


ing in 

miſtake. But upon turning up the Confeſſion dels, — 
taking things as there fecorded; upon comparing ↄne part 
with another, and recollecting particularly the defences in 
its fayour, and the light in which the matter, hath been all 
along viewed by the Seceſſion, all theſe unfavourable. im- 
preſſions are entirely removed. Your argument appears 
altogether - n/ufficient; and after your declaring us agreed, 
according to your act of the ſupreme court, diſavowing come. 
pulſory meaſures, am exceedingly amazed, you ſhould ſtill 
urge ſo many odious things, to increaſe any reader's diſguſt, 
both againſt us as a body, and againſt our Confclon, f "The 
adherance to the Confeſſion, without any exception, pro- 
feſſed by us at ordination, is the ſame that hath been pro- 
feſſed, as far as I know, by every denomination of Preſby- 
terians in Scotland; till the late political fermentation be- 
gan to operate, and therefore, why hold up the Magiſtrate's 
power about religion as a point of ſuch ſingularity in our 
drehen.. in a6 e eee 

Your laſt Ax uνEwur is drawn from the prayers we offgr 
up, that the breaches among the lovers of the name and 
goſpel of Chriſt may be healed.” And here you talk about 
« dealing falſely with God, unleſs we uſe all means com- 
petent to us for obtaining thoſe bleſſings for which we make 
requeſi.'—Certainly, Sir, we would be dealing very falſely; 
nay, our conduct would amount to an inſult of the moſt 
high God, if we ſhould pray for theſe bleſſings, and take 
ſteps for bringing them about, which himſelf hath not; pre- 
ſcribed in his word. So incompetent is forbearance to effect 
this, that it appears to ſome, as oppoſite to the method 
God hath laid down in his word, as the two poles. The 
point, about which you are contending here, 1s no article 
that divides any. Preſbyterian denominations among us. 
Independents haye long had the ſentiments about the Ma- 
giltrate's 2 U you patronize: but with regard to Preſby- 
terians, they have never ſeparated from one another upon 
this point. It is therefore a very curious argument in fas 
yours of forbearance, to propoſe the union of Chriſtians, 
by means of it, in a point, upon which they have never as 


yet ſeparated. With regard to an union with Independents, 
you {ay church government ought to be a term of com · 


munion; and therefore while is maintained, your for- 


| 165 | 5 | 
hearatice could nbt unite them with you either:, A cet» 
tain denomination indeed calling themſelves Preſbyterians, 
but who profeſs to hold commumion with all the lovers f 
Chriſt, hath ſparred conſiderably with Seceders an account 
of their perſecuting principles too: but even them, your . 
forbearance cannot unite, any more than Independents, as 
Jong as the form of church government is no article of 
communi$n with them. Your argument here, however, 
ſerves one purpoſe, and that is, to prove, that your for- 
bearance is nothing more than an opening to other altera- 
tions, beſides thoſe which have, as yet, been brought into 
view. a 1 | | | ELL . 
« If we ſincerely wiſh for a coalition, you ſay, among 
the various parties of Chriſtians that appear to entertain a 
ſincere regard to the name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, we 
ought willingly to ſubmit our received notions to an exa- 
mination, in points wherein they differ from us.“ And - 
who ever refuſed this? We are perſuaded it is becauſe. 
people have not ſufficiently examined the cauſes of the ſe- 
ceſſion, and the true principles Seceders profeſs; but ſuffer - 
themſelves to be impoſed on, by every malicious calumny 
which its enemies have ever been ſo induſtrious to propa- 
gate againſt it, that ſuch ſtupid prejudices are entertained- 
at Seceders. And beyond all doubt, were people more 
under the influence of zeal for truth, and leſs actuated by 
pride, by paſſion, and by prejudice, there would be fewer 
diviſions by far in the Chriſtian church. But becauſe 
others are diſpleaſed at you for the teſtimony you bear as 
a diſtinct body againſt their departure from the ſimplicity 
of the goſpel, would you, on that account, fall from your 
profeſſion, and unite-with them, while they adhere as tena- 
ciouſly to the evils againſt which you have teſtified, as 
ever? — Then why not Joi Rowland Hill, and his friends 
in Edinburgh and elſewhere, in their Union cyurcn? For 
except in talking a little more looſely about modes and forms 
than you have done, I humbly apprehend there is littie dif- 
ference between you, as to the principles of union, 'How . 
then can you, or any of your friends, take offence: at your 
people for favouring the views of theſe men, by reſorting _ 
to hear them, and giving them in other reſpects their coun- 
tenance? You yourſelves have ſet them the example, by - 
proclaiming a difavowal of theſe very articles, in your own 
profeſſion, which have ever been peculiarly offenſive to 
| * . | 
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many of them; and the applauſe, beſtowed upon you, from 
that quarter, for what you have ſaid about the Mayiftrate's 
power and the obligation of our Covenants, is à proof, to 
me at leaſt, where they think you are verging; and of this 
others are not without their fears. 
Whenever qur God pours down his Spirit in order to 
effect ſuch a very joyful, and moſt defirable event, as an 
union among the friends of truth, I firmly believe it will 
be accomplithed, by a very different method, than the to- 
leration of diverſity of principle, and opinion, about any 
part of his revealed will. We are expreſsly told, that 
cc when the Lord ſhall bring again Zion, her watchmen 
ſhall ſee eye to eye: and then the conſequence, « they ſhall 
lift up the voice, with the voice zogether ſhall they ſing.” 
This, I humbly apprehend, is an incomparably better prin- 
ciple of union, than your forbearance. Each party ſhall: 
then have their eyes opened, to ſee, and their hearts brought, 
to confeſs, and renounce, their reſpective errors. Being 
made to ſee eye to eye reſpecting the various truths of 
God, this harmony in ſentiment will produce and cheriſh 
harmony in affection: and then an union at once ſcriptu- 
ral, glorifying to God, ſatisfying to all concerned, and emi- 
nently edifying and laſting, will be the conſequence. In 
order to all this, it is neceſſary to hold the truth, and re- 
nounce no part of it, till it be proved to be wrong: to en- 
deavour as much as poflible, to maintain unity in ſentiment; 
concerning the various truths of God, eſpecially among 
ourſelves, who profeſs to walk together in the fame church 
order; and make every exertion for extending the know- 
ledge of every truth which God hath revealed to us in the 
Scriptures, and we profeſs to maintain. $2 
If I dare venture a declaration of the wiſhes of my own 
heart, in this great concern, I am verily in good earneſt in 
my prayers for the union of the friends of truth. Moſt 
gladly would I rejoice in ſuch a defirable union: and con- 
tribute any ſmall endeavour in my power towards it, in 
conſiſtency with what appears to me the path of duty. 
But in the preſent ſtate of matters, were all denominations 
to make the experiment of coming together, upon the prin- 
ciple of mutual forbearance, reſpecting all things in which 
they have hitherto differed, except you brought them to 
unite better in their views, the experiment would tend little 
to the ſatisfaction, ediſication, and comfort of any of tht 
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parties, and ſtill leſs to the intereſts of religion. We may 
talk about being united as we pleaſe, while each retains his 


own views, he could not diveſt himſelf of a ſeparate inte- 
reſt; either. And whatever noiſe ſome: make about their 
liberality, I find thoſe who make the higheſt pretentions to 


it, and who have moſt to ſay againſt the;bigotry of others, 


more unreaſonably: tenacious of their looſe peculiarities, 
than any bigot, to whom the term bigotry is moſt /ibera/ly 
applied. Neither harmony, nor genuine affection, which 
ſo eſſentially neceſſary for walking together in Chriſtian 
fellowſhip, would be cultivated. Coldneſs would at length 


burſt out, into ſuch feuds and animoſities, as would termi- 


nate in ſeparations, perhaps more diſagreeable, and diſ- 
honourable to religion, than the firſt, And moſt un- 
doubtedly, whatever you aſſert to the contrary, an union, 
upon the principle of forbearance among the different de- 


nominations, would be a renunciation of all the articles of 


truth wherein you at preſent differ from them; and, with 
a bad grace, you could ever after aſſert them. 

« But ſay you did the apoſtle Paul renounce the doctrine 
that the middle wall of partition between Jews. and Gen- 
tiles was broken down by Chriſt, and that the enmity even 


the law ot commandments contained in ordinances was 
aboliſhed in his croſs, when he communicated with the be- 


lieving Jews who were of a different judgement ?” This 


you call a plain example, and with it you mean to put to 
filence, the lying, or erring lips, of ſuch as view the abet- 


tors of your ſcheme as apoſtatiſing from the truth. But 
{top a little, Sir! Let us have a fair ſtate of the caſe; and 


perhaps it will not appear ſo very plain, nor ſo favourable for 


your purpoſe, as you ſuppoſe. Neither will it filence the 
lips, you call /ying and erring, which charge your ſcheme 
with apoſtacy, ſo readily as you think. Paul came to- a 
part of the Chriſtian church, which had received very un- 
tavourable reports concerning him. 'They believed them 
to be true; and were ſo much prejudiced againſt him, that 
his uſefulneſs was loſt them, till theſe prejudices were re- 
moved, by his conforming to the rites of Moſes ſtill in uſe 


at Jeruſalem, while he continued there The true ſtate of 


the caſe ſeems to be preciſely this. Since the decree of 
Jeruſalem, the Gentiles were exempted from .conforming 
to the Jewiſh rites. The believing Jews knew, and were 
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fatisfied with this;* ſo far were they from * being of a diff. 
rent judgement, as you aflert, from Paul, reſpecting the great 
principle of Chriſtian liberty among the Gentiles.” They, 
on the other hand, ſtill conformed to the rites of Moſes; 
becauſe the Holy Ghoſt had never declared it to be unlaw- 
ful in them to do ſo. The acknowledged rule with regard 
to both wag this; the Gentiles were not obliged to con- 
form, nor the Jews to renounce, theſe rites. The charge 
accordingly againſt Paul was, that, in oppoſition to this ac- 
_  knowledged order in the church, wherever he went, he 
taught all the Jews among the Gentiles to forſake Moſes, 
ſaying, that they ought not to circumciſe their children, 


neither to walk after the cuſtoms.'+ In order therefore to 


contradict this malicious repreſentation, Paul became as a 
Jew, to the Jew; and in doing ſo, he ated in perfect con- 
formity to the principle of union, and fellowſhip, then in 
practice in the Chriſtian church. Upon the ſame princi- 
le, he circumciſed Timothy, and ſhaved his head at Cen- 
chrea, becauſe he had a vow. 33 ; 
This being the caſe, and I appeal to the hiſtory in Acts 
xxi. 20,440. in proof of it, how, I beſeech you, does this 
ſilence any lip, upon the matter at iſſue with us? His com- 
municating with the church as a Jew, was perfectly con- 
formable to the acknowledged practice of the church; and 
no mote than a proof, that he was not the diforderly per- 
ſon, his enemies repreſented him to be. On the contrary, 
when he miniſtered among the Gentiles, he as ſtrenuoully | 
aſſerted their liberty, from 'all ſuch obſervances. In all 
this, he examplified the moſt perfect conformity, tothe 
acknowledged laws of the church. Tet. 
Mr. Lawſon of Selkirk, on the contrary, hath troubled 
the church to which he belangs, and diſturbed her peace, 
by introducing real innovations of a moſt ſerious nature in 
their tendency, and by afferting many ſtrange things neyet 
before heard by her. He hath of#ended many of the pec-' 
ple of God, and grieved ſeveral of his brethren by the 
unfair attack he hath made upon their | profeſſion, al- 
though he had no ſuch commandment, nor warrant, ſo to 
do. * What is it then?” Singe Mr. Lawſon hath adduced 
his own example, it is to be hoped, he will have both the 
good ſenſe, and religion, to take it. Paul was at pains, 
nd expences, to ſaliqy his brethren the Jews, he was nei 


TAR xv. 22. + AR, xxi, 21. 


the diſorderly perſon, he had been reported to be. So muſt 
you, Sir, be at all pains to ſatisfy thoſe-in your preſent con- 
neCtion, that you are a more conſiſtent, 'and orderly Sece- 
der, than your Conſiderations repreſent you to be. After 
Paul's example, it is incumbent I you to diſavow every 


thing, contrary.to. the acknowl doctrine, and order 
of the church to which. you belong; and give afſurance of” 
your readineſs to conform, in all things, to her doctrine, 
fellowſhip, and formula. But in theſe things the Se= 
ceſſion is wrong, and I want to put her right?—So. you - 
ſay! But you ought not to have gone wrong yourſelf, in 
ſuch a praiſe-worthy attempt. We are not to do evil that 
good may come, is a maxim ſtill in the Scriptures; and 
« you ought to give no occaſion to them that ſeek occaſion.” 
You ought, beſides, to have given your proof poſitive from 
the word of God, we were. wrong, elſe you ſhould not have 
ſaid it. , , bs | 
You aſk, page 65, * Did the apoſtles of our Lord make 
the liberty herewith Chriſt maketh his people free a term 
of communion to the helieving. Jews?“ If, by the liberty 
wherewith Chriſt maketh his people free, you mean the a- 
bolition of the rites of Moſes as far as reſpected them, I 
anſwer, No: and for the beſt of reaſons, becauſe they had 


no ſuch warrant, Exemption from the obſervance of theſe 


rites properly reſpeQed the Gentiles. But with regard to 
the believing Jews, their Maſter had given them no ſuch 
orders, E VT 

Pid they betray that precious doctrine, you add, by 
the indulgence which they gave to theſe erring Chriſtians? 
I anſwer, they had no indulgence to give, becauſe Chriſt 
never ordered the Jews to renounce all obſeryance of their 
rites. Of conſequence they were not ſuch erring Chriſti- 
ans as you would inſinuate. The truth of the caſe ſeems + 
to be this :—The law, injoining the obſervance of theſe 
things, was no longer in force, as by the incarnation and 
croſs of Chriſt the end of it was fully anſwered. Still, 
however, it was never declared unlawful for a Jew to ob- 
ſerve his accuſtomed rites. He might do in that according 
as his own convictions, and the edification of his fellow 
Chriſtians might require. The Gentiles, by the decree of 
Jeruſalem, were exempted from any conformity to Jewiſh 
rites, except in the caſes ſpecified in that decree, to pleaſe 
the offended Jews. don't know what you mean by * ris 
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gorous terms of communĩon. The terms of that time were 
all things that Chriſt commanded ; and in the preſent in- 
ſtance, the Gentiles had to abſtain from meats offered to 


idols, from blood, and from things ſtrangled, to pleaſe 


their Jewiſh brethren. But not the flendereſt ſhadow of 
forbearance in your uſe of the term in all this, although 
you ſeem much inclined: to hold up this as a. pretty direct 
proof. Very unfortunately for your ſcheme, however, e- 
very thing is ſpecified, and fixed.  'The Jew cannot impoſe 
his rites upon the Gentile. Nor the Gentile look down 
upon the Jew, in as much as in certain articles he was to 
conform to Jewiſh abſervances. But, Sir, with regard to 
our very diſhonourable ſtruggle, have you ever prqved the 
articles in diſpute to be of the very ſame nature with the 
rites of Mofes, and to be abrogated by the death of Chriſt? 
Have you ever reaſoned from the word of God, like the 
_ apoſtles at Jeruſalem, to fix and define ſome ſpecific deli- 
verance, for the conſolation of which the church might re- 
| e Nay, even although you had proved theſe articles to 
elong to the ceremonies of Moſes, which will perhaps re- 
quire all the penetration, which our modern new light 
poſſeſſes, to effect, ſtill the example of the apoſtles makes 
every thing againſt you. For like them reſpecting blood 


and things ſtrangled, to pleaſe thoſe in the Seceſſhon, who 


cannot ſee the matter as you do, you are bound to retain 
theſe articles as they are. | 1 1 0 Re 

Such is the regard theſe primitive office-bearers had to 
the uniformity of the church, in her profeffion, that even 
ceremonies, although acknowledged to be abrogated, were 
retained as terms of fellowſhip, when the peace and harmo- 
ny of the church of God required it. Let us ſuppoſe then, 
which I by no means grant, that the power of the civil ma- 
giſtrate about religion, and the obligation of our Covenants 
upon poſterity, were of the very ſame nature with things 
ſtrangled, and blood, yet for the peace, and harmony of 
the Seceſſion, you ought to retain them as formerly, out of 
reſpect, and love, to your brethren, who can by no means 
fee it their duty to acquieſce in alteration. This is perfectiy 
agreeable to the initance yourſelf hath adduced; and there- 
fore you will bow, it is. hoped, to the authority to which 


you have made the appeal, in imitation of © ſuch meekneſs 


of wiſdom.” _ | 
Thus upon a ſurvey. of your five arguments, for the 
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changes intended to 7 che adoption of the 
Committee's overture of forbearance, I for one aſſure you, 
judgement againſt your ſcheme than ever. It appears to me 
neither rational nor ſeriptural; and with regard to its ten- 
dency, corruption in doctrine with all its correſpondent 
evils will be the conſequence. Thus a moſt excellent cauſe, 

which unity and purity, in the ſyſtem of revealed reli- 
gion, have been maintained for -upwards of ſixty years a+ 
mong us, will in the iflue be loſt. And whenever it ſhall 
happen, that a corrupted and erroneous prieſthood ſhall 


make their appearance in the Seceſſion, our thurches ought 


inſtantly to be ſhut, ſince the deſign of their erection will be 
defeated ; and people, i. ot aware of the change, in reforting 
thither in. queſt of the bread of life, be poiſoned with the 


grapes of Sodom, and the cluſters of Gomorrah. Neither, 
Sir, am I ſingular in my apprehenſions reſpecting the pu- 


rity of doctrine in our body. Brethren, of different views 
upon the preſent queſtion, are united in very ferious alarms, - 


with regard to the introduction of another goſpet among 
us, than the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt 3 and are verily per- 


ſuaded that ſomething decifive ought immediately to be 
done, to prevent ſuch an alarming evil: only, among o- 
ther bad effects of theſe unpleaſant diſputes, differences 
here are likely to-enervate exertion, and "ſuſpend co-ope- | 


ration, till the ſeaſon be loſt. And perhaps had the ſame 
zeal, and labour, you have employed about the magi- 
{trate's power, and the obligation of our covenants, been 
ipent in impreſſing the minds of our youth for the 


miniſtry, with a lively ſenſe of the magnitude of their 
work; with the indiſpenſable neceſſity of experimental 


godlineſs in their own ſouls, to fit them for it; and with 
the ſacred obligations upon them, in their doctrine to 
new uncorruptneſs, gravity, ſincerity, found ſpeech that 


cannot be condemned, they might have ſerved a far more 
valuable purpoſe. And there is the more need for all of 
us, as far as we have opportunity, to uſe every endeayour, 


to ſatisfy ourſelves, that all our youth be ſound in the faith 


in its various articles; and that their method of preaching 


be of the kind, that is beſt calculated to-inform the under- 
ſtanding, to affect and awaken the conſcience, to comfort 
the hearts of the godly, and in all their diſtrefles and duties 


to lead them to Jeſus Chriſt the way, the truth, and the 


that inſtead of any conviction, I am more confirmed in my: 
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ſhould be unawares brought in, to corrupt the doctrine, 
and ſo become the guilty f wholeſome 


and ſavory food from — gr * 9a ſouls, and we 
be the guilty cauſe of introduci o ſuch a ſtation. 
That we may be directed and bem to fc « to. com- 
mit the things which we have received among many wit- 
neſſes, e 
. | 
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Baske oſ Covenant muſt ſurely be a very heinoùs crime, 8 
in the eſtimation of Jehovah, when, according to the Scrip- 
tures, he ſo uniformly purſues that fin, with the moſt 
marked tokens of his hot diſpleaſure. . For breach of co- 
venant he threatens Iſrael to c appoint over them terror 
and conſumption, and the burning ague that ſhall con- 
ſume the eye, and cauſe ſorrow of heart. He will bring a 
ſword upon them, that will avenge the quarrel of his cok ĩ 
venent . For breach of the Gibeonites covenant, ſo late 

as in the days of Saul, ſeven of his poſterity were puniſned 

with death; even although as many objections might be 
made to that tranſaction, as can be offered againſt our Na- | 
tional Covenant, and againſt our Solemn League and Cove- | 
nant . For breach of Covenant by Zedekiah, by his prin- 

ces, and the people of Judah, in the days of Jeremiah, this 

is the denunciation, I will give the men which have tranſ- 


greſſed my Covenant the princes of Judah, and the pri- 1 55 


ces of Jeruſalem, and all the people, I will even give 

them into the hand of their enemies, and into the hand ot 

them that feek their life ; and their dead bodies ſhall be 

for meat unto the fowls of the heaven, and to the beaſts b 

the earthy.” For Zedekiah's breach of Covenant with the 

king of Babylon, who at that time had him his captive, and 

weuld diate to him many, if not all, the conditions of it; 
+ Ley. xxvi. 15, 16. 23. 4 Joſh, iii, 2 Sam, xxi. 1.10. 

IS Jer, xaxiv, 172%; - e 
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ſhould be unawares brought in, to corrupt the doctrine, 
and ſo become the guilty cauſe, of wikheling wholeſome 
and ſavory food from thouſands of ing fouls, and we 
be the; goiy-conle/af-intraduct n 

That we may be directed and Iped of God to com- 
mit the e which we have received among many wit- 
| won faithful-men who ſhall be able to teach them to 
| vo gona: hes. my" op ee n » 
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Bargen of Covenant muſt ſurely be à very heinovis crime, 
in the eſtimation of Jehovah, when, according to the Scrip- 
tures, he ſo uniformly purſues that fin, with the moſt 
marked tokens of his hot diſpleaſure. For breach of co- 
venant he threatens Iſrael to d appoint over them terror 
and conſumption, and the burning ague that ſhall con- 
ſume the eye, and cauſe ſorrow of heart. He will bring, a 
ſword upon them, that will avenge the quarrel of his co- 
venenthy For breach of the Gibeonites covenant, ſo late 
as in the days of Saul, ſeven of his poſterity were puniſhed” 
with death; even although as many objections might be 
made to that tranſaction, as can be offered againſt our Na- 
tional Covenant, and againſt our Solemn League and Cove- 
nant}. For breach of Covenant by Zedekiah, by his prin- 
ces, and the people of Judab, in the days of Jeremiab, this 

is the denunciation, I will give the men which have tranſ- . ' 
greſſed my Covenant - the princes of Judah, and the prin= A 
ces of ſeruſalem and all the people, —I will even give 
them into the hand of their enemies, and into the of ; 
them that feek their life; and their dead bodies ſhall be 
for meat unto the fowls of the heaven, and to the beaſts of © 
the earth g. For Zedekiah's breach of Covenant with the 
king of Babylon, who at that time had him his captive, and 
weuld dictate to ha n i not us conditions of it; 


+ Ley. xxvi. g r. | + wh itt, a Sam, l. 1.—10. 
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| theſe are the words from the Lord: « Shall he proſper? 

Shall he eſcape that doth ſuch things ? Or ſhalt be break the 
= | „ covenant and be delivered 7. Thus faith the Lord God; az 
x. IX © I live ſurely. mine oath that he hath deſpiſed, and my cove. 


8 his own head. And I will ſpread my net upon him, and 
he ſhall be taken in my ſnare; and I will bring him to 
Babylon, and will plead with him there, for his treſpaſs 
which he treſpaſſed againſt me“ Add to all this the 
words of Moſes to Iſrael, a little before his death. Deut. 


hath the Lord done thus unto this land ? What meaneth 
the heat of this great anger ?---Then men ſhall fay, becauſe 
they have forſaken the covenant of the Lord Gol of their 
fathers.” HY W 444 ee 658 on 
+ Theſe and fuch like ſtatements, from the word of God, 
have taken a very firm bold of my mind. We ſee from 
hence, that even many improprieties and faults in framing 
agreements by covenant m which God is called, either as 


tion, he great object of our National Covenant and of 

the Solemn League and Covenant, being to ſecure our re- 

ligious and civil liberties, againſt all the attempts of adver- 

£ ſaries to ſubvert them, and to ſecure: their preſervation: to 
2 the lateſt poſterity, Why ſtiould advocates for liberty have 

a | ſo much to fay againſt ? They are an engagement by 
the Covenantcrs in their own, and in the name of their po- 

- ſterity, to maintain our holy religion in all points as theſe 

are expreſſed in our Confeſſion and Catechiſms, with the 

government, worſhip, and diſcipline, of the church, in op- 

poſition to all errors. Even allowing all the faults which 

objectors may alledge againſt the manner of entering into 

p theſe Covenants to be true; granting that very ſtrong and 

| Improper methods were taken to procure a more univetſa 

| afſent to them, white the articles, which by theſe Cove- 
| nants, we become bound to maintain, are the truths of 
' © God, we cannot be relieved from theſe obligations. by 
' our formula, every iutrant into the miniſtry, elderſhip, 
and deaconſhip, recogniſes theſe obligations as binding up- 


* © Fzck. xvii, 11—22, 


- 
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nant that he hath broken, even it will I recompenſe upon 


xxix. 24, 25. Even all the nations ſhall fay, Wherefore | 


a witneſs, or party, or both, do not invalidate its obliga- 
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en himſelf, and the belief of their obligation upon 
ty, as part of his profeſſion. We may therefore 


The Aſſociated Synod may go the length of expunging the 


article. from our formala. Fooliſh young men may even | 
venture to ſay very unadviſed things againſt them. Nay, 


ſuppoſing the very mention of them were even exploded 


71 


from our ſociety, their obligation will be as firm in God's 


1 


te i 
THO oe Le . pet | Ag wr ggle 
to burſt theſe bands aſunder, till we die, while God conſi- 
ders them as binding, not a knot of them will be looſed. 


account. as ever; and all our attempts to burſt through 


them, will only expoſe ourſelyes the more, to theſe threat- 
ened den which he executes with ſuch ſeverity, 
_ | N de 


2ovenant- breakers. . | 


tan demonſtrate what article of truth, dr what. point of 
morality, is injured by acknowledging their perpetual obli- 
gation, or by retaining the magiſtrate's power as it is ex- 
preſſed in our Confeſſion, why expoſe ourſelves to ſuch a 
tremendous riſk, by attempting change? To reject them, 
in our circumſtances, is to run riſæ. To retain them, 
and the queſtions as they were, concerning them, the in- 


conveniency of ſcruphng brethren excepted, is to run none. 


Our Covenants will never bind us to retain any error . and 
upon ſuch a diſcovery, let it be corrected. But why any 
man, who is pleaſed with our Confeſſion and form of 
church government as an ordinance of Chriſt, and conſi- 
ders it as his duty to defend theſe againſt all oppoſite er- 


rors, thould find difficulty to acknowledge the obligation 
of our Covenants upon poſterity, and to require ſuch an 


Till, therefore, men unfriendly — theſe _ 3 * 


acknowledgement of others, is perhaps not very eaſy to 


conceive. If, however, he be'diffatisfied with theſe, if he 


want a change, and particularly with to form religious con- 
nections with theſe, whoſe tenets are condemned by our 


Confeſſion, and Covenants, he is compelled, in point of 
conſiſtency, to make every effort, to ſhake himſelf looſe of 
ſuch engagements. This, perhaps, may account for a great - 


deal of the demur which hath riſen of late, about our ac- 

knowledging the perpetual obligation of our Coyenants up- 

on poſterity, or about aur retaining this queſtion in our 

formula. Loyalty to the king, too, with a very particular 

engagement to maintain kingly government, in oppoſition 
c | P 2 | ; , 
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to repubſican principles, is alſo very explicitly recognifed in 

72 5 r Coe” as the ers Ie them were abuſed by 
their adverfaries for diſloyalty, Whether the political con- 

5 tentions of the times may have created a diſlike at them in 
, tbe nunds of any, on this account, I ſhall leave to others to 
determine. But whatever be the motive to be relieved 
from theſe obligations, ſuch are our peculiar cireumſtanees, 
that attempts to change, except theſe be very clearly de- 
monſtrated from the word of God to be expreis duty, muſt 

be extremely dangerous and difficult, when ſo many ſtrom 
| holds and ſecurities muſt be broken through to effect it 
You have beſtowed a few pages upon our Covenants, 

the tendency of which ſeems rather to raiſe doubts in the 
mind concerning them, to excite prejudices, and give con- 
ſequence to objections, which enemies from the very begin- 
ning have ſtarted to them, than to give any light on the 
ſubject“. Long ago fatigued in following you through 


. 


l beg leave to tranſcribe a ſentence or two from the late Principal 
;  Robertſon's Hiſtory of Scotland, in which he expreſſes far more honour 
ble ſ-ntiments both of theſe tranſactions, and of the men who were en. 

gaged in them. than you have done. 975 bt 
Wen rouſed by any extraordinary event, or alarmed by any public 
danger, the -people of Iſrael were accuſtomed to bind themſelves by 3 

« ſolemn. Covenant, to adhere to that religion, which the Almighty 
« e{\abliſhed among them; this the Scots conſidered as a ſacred precedent 
«which it became them ro imitate. - Almoſt all the Popiſh prince 
8 re ag joined in a league for extirpating the reformed religion, and 
6 ing could be more natural, or ſeem more efficacious, than to enter 
into a counter-afſociation, in order to oppoſe the progreſs of that form 
« dable conſpiracy. To theſe cauſes did the Covenant which is. become ſo 
famous in hiſtory, owe its origin, At the juncture, in which it wa 
*. firſt introdpced. we may pronounce it to have been a prudent and las- 
© Gable device ſor the defence of the religion and liberties ol the nation; 
© nor were the terms in which it was conceived, other than might have ben 
expected from men alarmed with the impending danger of Popery, and 
© threatened with an invaſion by the moſt-bigotted, and moſt powerful 
« prince in Europe. Thus far that ſenſible and elegant writer. You 
however ſpeak in a very different ſtyle concerning our Covenants, and 
tak occaſion, from the attempts of deſigning men to repder them ſabler- 
vieut te cheir political purpoſes, to excite the prejudices of the preſent ge 
neratien againſt them. I am ſincerely ſorry that in this attempt you ae 
in ſuch company.—All, who oppoſed theſe tranſactions, fo remarkably 
countenanced of God, at the time they happened, —Independents from 
that period to this, Ihe zealous premoters of the vnron ECuvncn it 
pr-icnt, with Mr, Rolland Hill in the rear, bauling out theſe obpowens 
terms, © extirpate, ſuppreſs, and overcome, Prelacy, 9 Schiſm, &. 
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fuch a variety of ſentiment, novel, and, as./appears:to me, 


unſcriptural, I mean not to remark upon all your doubts 
and objections ; eſpecially as replies to moſt, if not all, of 
them, have long ago been made with much better know- 
ledge of the argument, than I dare pretend to profeſs. 
In reply to your reaſoning in pages 67, 68. I refer to Re- 
marks upon Objection 2. You 5 once and again, reſpec- 


ting the obligation of our Covenants on poſterity, that the 
diſpute is only about words. Some have different views 


from their brethren of the meaning of certain expreſſions.” 


Why then doat ſo much about words, as to excite alarm 


in the minds af many, and convulſe our body by urging an 
alteration concerning words? Mind your on Remark, 
according to Paul's doctrine, thoſe who waſte their time 
and their temper in ſtrife of words, are proud, ignorant, 
and delirious. If ideas concerning the obligation of our 
Covenants' upon poſterity be the ſame, only the words are 
different, ſurely then the words in the formula, ſo long 


ſanctioned by practice, are entitled to the preference; eſpe- 
tially as the peace and edification of our Community re- 
quire ſuch a continuance. This is no more than what, up- 


on your own principle, and conceſſion, ought to take place. 
Any thing elſe will be © doating about words. 

As to what you ſay again, about their being unneceſſa- 
ry to be retained as terms of communion, this has been 
anſwered already. Even although they were mere cere- 
monies, which they are not, but granting fey, g ſake of 
argument, they were as little binding upon us as the Sinai 
Covenant, yet if the peace'of the church require their con- 


tinuance, if many in your communion. will be ſtumbled to 


ES 


* 


Ac. as his ſtrong objeRions againſt the profeſſion of a part of the church, 


which he ſeems by no means to underſtand, are your truſty and well- 


beloved friends in this bufineſs. And indeed fo fferce is Mr. Hill for mo- 


deration, that he will allow very little quarter to any, but thoſe who are 
ju? as looſe about what he calls forms and modes, &c. as himſelf. And 
is it not pretty remarkable, that the N expedicnt, which was experien- 
ced by our forefathers as ſo efficacious for ſecuring and promoting the 
cauſe of civil and religious liberty, ſhould be regarded by their polterity 
as ſuch an impediment in their way of enjoying it? A fufficient reaſon, 
it is humbly preſumed, for all to inveſtigate matters a little more maturc- 
ly, leſt the liberty, that ſets them and us at ſuch variance, ſhould be found 


in the iſſue, not to be of the right kinds F 
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it you fhall preſs ſuch a meaſure, does 
loudeſt manner, upon frong brethren to teſtify at leaſt. thus 
far their love to thoſe who are weaker, as to deſiſt 


3 


ſuch a degree, thatthey 
his call in the 


from their attempts of alteration for their ſake. To diſplay 
their ſtrength, by'caſting them out from among us, as. an 


effectual method-againſt any farther trouble with them, is 


but a coarſe preſcription, ill comporting with the meekneſ 


and gentleneſs of him who will not break the bruiſed 


reed, nor quench the ſmoking flax, and inſuffcralle is 
men fo loud in claims upon moderation... 
Lou think that moſt of the arguments whiclr have bow 


uſed in defence of the overture, reſpecting the magiſtrates . 


power, will apply to the Covenants : Then the anſwers, 
if there has been any weight in them, will apply in like 
manner.——lt is pleaſant to be aſſured by your authority, 
that brethren on both fides are * equally zealous for our 
covenanted reformation,” page 69. J if U ſo then why ſeruple 
at the obligation of the theſe Covenants upon poſterity, 


which were intended to ſtrengthen and inſpire mutual zeal? 


Aud indeed decency, and duty, and a becoming care to 
have their ſcruples reſpected, require every ſcrupler to 


ſpeak and act with the greateſt — and re ſpect for 


theſe engagements, leſt he be harder bound by them than 
he imagines: For who could reſpect the difficulties of that 
man, about the obligation of theſe Covenants, who having 


acknowledged it with all the ſolemnity of an oath, and up- 


on this declaration had obtained a charge, was inrolled in 
our courts, an« received by the right band of fellowſhip as 
a brother; if he ſhould afterwards revile ſuch tranſactions, 
make” them the ſubject of his jeſt, and laugh at thoſe who 
could not join him in his mirth ? Would you not reckon 
iuch a charaQter more fit to be ſubjected to the ſevereſt ten- 


tures as a prophane fool, than to have a Synod gravely 


to deliberate, how to relieve him from what he would 
call ſcruples? I ſhould tremble at the thoughts of men of 
this deſcription getting in unawares among us: who hoſtile 
to theſe tranſactions, name and thing, exzrt themſelves to 
the utmoſt to bring the patriotiſm, zeal and magnanimiiy 
of our godly anceitors into diſgrace, in order to propogate 
tue errors which they reſiſted even unto ble od. Leſt any 
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fuch . you will agree with. 


me, that more than ordinary. vigilence ſhould be uſed by - 
all of us at this time: For I am much afraid Sir, your con- 


fiderdtions, and our preſent- diſputes, will be viewed by wa- 


ny, as giving no ſmall countenance and e to 
15 ad verſarie. 


I beg leave to rice upon cle collidiration' in this . ; 
page. No terms of Communion in the Chriſtian churck 
ought to depend on any other authority but that of the New _- 
Teſtament, which no where declares, that our public Co- 
venants ever exiſted? On this, account you think it queſ- 


tionable whether an acknowledgement of the obligation of 


theſe on us ſkould' be à term of Communion.—I wiſh an 
undue fondhefs to confine: reſearches of Chriſtians to the 
New Teſtament, in all their Ideas of doctriue, worſhip, = 


government, and deſeipline, has not made you forget your- 
{elf a little here. Was not theecree of the Synod of Je- 


ruſalem a term of Communion ? And af you look into the . 
ebate upon that occaſion,” you will find the authority of 
the Old Teſtament ee their deciGon. By your _ _ i 


ackrowledgement, ©things ſtrangled, and blood, were 

hibited the: Gentiles for ee Jews ſake, and the peace of the 
church.” It was undoubtedly upon 'the authority of the 
Old Teſtament, that theſe obſervances were ever terms in 


the church of God. And was it not out of the refpe&t which _ 
Chriſtians ſtill had for theſe Old Teſtament obſervances, 
that they were continued, by the decifion of the Apoſtles ? 
Beſides, if * all ſcripture be given by inſpiration of God; if - 


what{oever was written atore:ime were written for our learn- 


ing, that we through patience and comfort of the Scriptures 


might have hope; I would with to fee ſome better au- 

thority than your own, to eſtabliſh the makim you have 

2 laid down, FeſpeCting terms of Communion in tbe 
New Toflament church. Eb 


Theſe Covenants you will grant, were taken in awprels | 
imitation of ſcriptural example; and as the Scriptures of. 
the old and New Teſtament contain one complete rule of 


faith and manners, if the doctrine be fully eſtabliſhed in 
the old teſtament, the faith and practice of new teſtament 


believers are to be directed by it. I ill then you can 


prove that all examples of Jewiſh covenanting were done 


away by the death of Chrith, your conclufion is ſurely too 
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1 The ry teſtsment s the ſource. 1 the 

© = apoſites. drew all their; arguments, in reaſoning with the 

| Jes concerning jeſus of Nazereth as the tru Meffiah. 

r 8 Io theſe, they „ e made their a peal; 5 ditec 

46 Z ted the. fajth of their hearers to the a bh of God di. 
y played in them; and upon | the ee of the peoples 
e Faith in the trye Ne through His game, 
according to the Scriptures then in uſe, they . 

"Thos this term of Communion, and perhaps the moſt of 

| _ .themin uſe at the beginning, in the Chriſtian — 275 

pPended upon the authority of the Hoy Ghoſt Tpeakin 


| | "the Uid T Aamwit, Had then the cireumſtances the 

Sn CBI church required ſuch. an aſſociation as that of our coyenant- 

A, ' | . ing fathers, beyond all peradventure, the example of the 
'H ___  - ſaints-in Old Teſtament times would have been their ditec- 


1 tory in this,. And for good reaſon, 'becaula it was their 
5 common practice to nge their appeal to Old Teſtament 
Fe $1 Scripture in all their ien, and 1 in N difficult fic * 


* 755 [4 | 3 they had to take. 126% , 

. 1 | Tou exypreſs in general a great reſpect for "hole Obi 

* a IN. Oe tranſactions. It was quite unneceffary then, and not = 

. dtogether conſiſtent with your ordinary avowal, to ex 

+ 5 yourſelf with a kind of air of taunt, in the conclafion which 
M's a vou draw. The New Teſtament no where declares that 
: | 85 — | theſe Covenants ever exiſted. And how could it, when 
"IE | they were made and ſworn about fifteen! or ſixteen hundred 


after the New "Teſtament was written? But neither 

did the New "Teſtament declare that our Confeffon of 
Faith ever exiſted, or any of the formulas and teſts of or- 
thodoxy in uſe in the church as terms of fellowſhip in ſuc- 
ceding ages. What then will you make of theſe. b By all 
maeeans caſt them away upon your. principles, fince © the New 

- Teſtament no where. declares chat they ever exiſted!“ At 

any rate, our Confeſffion muſt be purged of all the proots 

taken from the Old Teſtament, in ſupport of its various 

- artiches, if a profeſſian of adherence to it thall de a term 

© of communion in future; as. no term of -communiont in 

ruhe Chriſtian-church ought to depend on any other aytho- 
rleity, but that of the New 'Teftament.* What need to'be- 
ware of your new doctrines when we ſee where they will 
land us? Hark you, Sir! Don't you take parents bound 
in erg to keep up. the wor{np of God in their, 14 


2 


F 
Wo be "# 
W 
> + oo oe... 205 4 


—— 


% a 
— ts. —— — —— 


"a0 


4 C . * * * - . - 
r eons” — ſ er... ie. — 88 * , \ * „ 
— CG $ 4 A, . « * @ : «. wid . " 
- l * —_ * be If — te —ę-—¼ — — 4 — — — << ii dr IS 444 I S 
o - - * 
£ = 
. , , " 


- 
88 


2257 „ SY ao e Cams 


af. itn 


a £& 


WI F Ge. * 2 
| * n . 
ee "ey r 
— 0 af ty * * 
t < * 2 
g — 5 *. 1 
Ty bs 
x 4 
_ -*% 
. 0 
Fl 


wo his Siri, 120 n bh: * hams TEL 
this a term of commumon! Perhaps, ene 
Al obſetvatice ef this Tel. depend ups upon no other 1 
than that bf che New Teſtament, hg may puzzle You. en. 
ceedingly, to find that part of family devotion. exiſting in 


| the New Teſtament in a5 obvious te is, 4 to Na My 
plain Chriſtian pr that indeed it is But with 
the kelp of che Old; beth he and you may 5 out. of the 


agen Nay infant baptifm, Sul parents engagementg 

| 10 the b: ne of their ene, are greatly indek ted to the 
ame authority. . 

_ "Theft things bein! fo, chen 131 anſwer may be more eaſily 
275 to what you fay page 70. that ee it is a point ce 4 . 

difcuſfed from Yeriphire whether thele Covenants were 

ſworn with fuck cifcumſtances as to make them a natior 
deed, and therefore” it can make no part of the. Faith of 
Chriſtians. © What is not found in the law and the teſti- 
mony is not ar article of Chriſtian communion impofed 10 } 
Chriſt.” ' This hath much of the appearance of a log! | 
quibbte. We in the Seceſſion are by far too late in ftart- 
ing ſuch a difficulty. | For from the beginning, the Seceſ- 
bon church is ſtated upon tlie prineiples of the church of 
Scotland, and the Covenants by which our anceſtors ſwore 
to theſe principles were regogniſed as ours. Of conſequence 
whoever ſhall become a Seceder, and become bound at or- 
dination to maintain; and teach the principles profeſſed by 
Secedets, is, in virtue of this church relation, under the 
ſame obligation to maintain theſe as our anceſtors. . Dift= |, — 
culties confequence about their being a 8 deed „ 
cannot in the ſmalleſt degree gf58 chen e wen upon Os 
us. And as te © a diſcuthon of this} m Scripture,” 

in the natute of thing s it was inipoſlible % the men eren 

of the generation in Spich theſe Covenants ah! 3 Zed t 
diſcuſs from Sctipture, that they were ſworn with by 
cumſtances as to make them a n ajional "deed, "os pak | 
have reſted upon the 5 cer f theit ſenſes or. of = 
credible witneffes.” The ſecond or, Rica generation by 1 
ſtudying the Coveitants themſelves, 5 Pe records 1 > 
church or 2 ot 125 concerning them, could obtain 
the evidence, Wh ich the nature o the caſe "nip _ . 8 
chat theſe were religious deeds gone 7 by 1 P „„ 

name of children; _ lers, for * | 
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3 happene1, or they had been the ſubject of a prophecy. But 
| he, | 15 uch 
a relation ſubſiſted as that which hath juſt now been ſtated: 


ws 


, _— ' . . - / 
po \\ 
. = 


| ENDS V 
fied tion; by. princes and nobles and repreſentatives, - 
1 0 


e nations they repreſented. This could not be 
learned from the bible, except the part of the bible record - 
ing it had been written at the time, or ſince theſe events 
f 


were ſufficient to ſatisfy any reaſonable mind 


and after that, you may call the Covenants then ſworn 4 


- national deed, or any thing elſe wa pleaſe, the relation, and 
the obligation by them, will perhaps be a very difficult mat- 
ter for you to caſt off. 4 oo 


As to the point of their being a national deed, or the 


| Covenants themſelves, if you will, (net being found in the 


law and the prophets, and of conſequence not being a id 


. communion impoſed by Chriſt, —The ſame argument will eq 


ly ſerve the purpoſe of one, who would reject a profeſſion 
of adherapce to our Confeſſion as a term of communion; 
or a profeſſion of adherance to the principles of Seceders, 
in oppoſition to the errors againſt which they have born 
teſtimony. Neither of theſe is in the law and the teſti- 
mony! But, Sir, if the law and the teſtimony contain ex- 
amples of ſuch tranſactions, and we be expreſsly command- 
ed of God to vow and pay: if the ſpirit of prophecy fhiall 
declare of new teſtament times, that the friends of God 
ſhall ſay, « Come and let us join ourſelves to the Lord in 4 
perpetual covenant that ſhall nat be forgotten: if our forefathers 
after theſe examples, encouraged. by ſuch promiſes, and in 
obedience to ſuch commands, entered into theſe engage- 
ments both for themſelves and us, the authority from the 
Scripture is not ſo very obſcure on this point as form would 


inſinuate. As then we learn from the © law and the teſti- 


mony' that he that vows either in his on perſon or in his 
anceſtors muſt pay, the preſent article is perhaps not ſo 
foreign from a term of Chriſtian communion, in the cir- 
cumitances of the church of Chriſt in this land, and im- 
poſed by his authority, as you would have us believe. 
Ton ſay, page 73. your brethren dare not come under 


. 


an oath, unleſs, in their own view, as well as in other men's 


view, the words of it expreſs the ſentiments of their minds.” 
Our anſwer is the ſame. We are ſatisfied with the man- 
ner in which the queſtion in our formula is expreſſed; but 
have ſtrong objections to your alteration, and the form of 
expreſſion you are for ſubſtituting. If therefore theſe bre- 


ads under ſuch difficulties reſpeQing the e 
expreſſion preſently in uſe, we cannot relieve them, for we 


| labour under the ſame, with regard to their s. In ee 


ho, u ur own principles of liberty 
ſhould give way to his e The one who is 1" 


with what he Nas ſworn to maintain, till he be convinced 
of the error, and who is reſolved to maintain it. Or the 


other Wilo, without any compulſion, took the ſame gath, 


* 


dut inſtead of maintaining the article, fays he has ſeruples 


about the expreſſions of it, and mult haye a change? Nay, 
if his brother conſent not to the change, he will compel *. 
or cut him off! 

Vou will furel . allow us to haye conſclences 2s well as 
you. Although the oath both of us have taken to aſſert, 
maintain, and” defend? our preſent principles according to 
the formula holds not your conſeiences, yet it holds our's, 


Nor can we, in conſiſtency with our convictions of our 


vow, yi demand. Would you uſe compulſory 
. (ne in eddi cal ben een pull meaſures. ay the 
very-occafion of all your difficulties? 

As to eivil pains and Tae which are . as ſuch 
a ſtrong objection againſt theſe Covenants, and upon which 
you have faid ſeveral things, I am ſorry to add, indecently 
ſtrong, it is pretty generally agreed I believe, that they were 
enacted in terrorem, or to keep the enemies of theſe Co- 
venants in awẽ, rather than . N= an diſpoſition in theſe 
men to put them in execution. after all, it will per- 
haps be difficult to adduce inſtances, of theſe penal ſtatutes 
being ever put in execution, except againſt perſons engaged 
in traitorous plots againſt the ſtate, as well as moſt avowed 
enemies, to the progreſs' of reformation ,.in the church. 
Neither are we bound to follow up theſe penal ſtatutes, 


giving it even your own way, except we were placed pre- 


* 
— 3 —ͤ— — * 


— 


— 
— 


ciſely in their circumſtances; and expaſed to their jeopar- 
dies. And were it fo, from the very ſtrong meaſures you 
have taken already, i in point of Bk cenſure, I have every. 
reaſon to conclude that e even thoſe, whoſe expreſſions againſt 
civil pains and ties in religion, have been moſt violent, 
would not he altogether averſe to the uſe of them, if their 
own perſonal ſafety were at ſtake! It is one thing for us, 
reclining at our eaſe, and perhaps waxing wanton, in the 
enjoyment of * very privileges which e noble patriots 
a e 
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EARS for us, at the price of FER voodoo renin 
| their conduct, te e wich an indecent- ſeve- 
ſome of their meaſures; and to ſtand. in their place, 
and make experiment of ou new {pcoulations, baut n 
of conſcience, and the rights of man. 55 
These, Sir, are remarks ITS e occurred to mey- in 
the perufal of your Conſiderations, N have been ex-. 
tremely glad you had ſeen it your-duty, to hay e manifeſted - 
ſuch: a refpect for Scriptural order, and regard for the peace 
and N chat part of the church, 2 have - 
ſo lon oyed fo man rivileges, and pent your years 
and WET th much þ Bod, [to „to the fouls at men 
as never to have commenced au 4 in che buſine It 
would have prevented replics, which many of you ſenti⸗ IP 
ments have rendered ſo neceſſary. | It would have fupprefied ; 
a great deal of ſtrife. It would have prevented an exper / 
ſure of meafures, * 1 the foo of religion. And 
* ſhould you and your brethren perſiſt in your plan, in © 
fition a al chat hath been ar the conttoverſ 47 ang — vo 
pofure you may aflure your{clf i is ag pet ſcarce — Ra 
wiſh only to be underſtood, but to draw, 2 vail at 8 
over the reſt. The © harſh imputations 400, which Fo 
feem to refage page 14. woul alſo have been -avgi 
Nor would occafion given to us to complain, 
perhaps with more buch of Cain: treatment. Had you | 
allowed a diſcuſſion when we pled for it, perhaps ſome edi - 
fying explanation might have ſettled all differences.  'That 
ſeaſon however is untortunately loft. - The preſent ferment, 
and jealouſy, and firife, — 2 unqualify us for the grave 
and diſpaſſionate difcuſſion which the caſe requires. 
thing from one fide will meet with oppolition from the 
other, as all attempts toward an accommodation have hi- 
therto ſhewn. — But were the affair diſmiſſed from am 
us as if it never had been; were our minds allowed to _ 
upon the ſubſect; were time allowed to dehberate upon 
the nature, and to avert to the hurtful tendency, of the new 
fcheme of fellowſhip of which you are ſo fond at preſent, # 
I doubt not but you, and others, will change your view, 
and God by his Spirit may direct us to zuch a deliverance, © 
as ſhall rite) and edify all concerned. This I call an 2. 
FECTUAL REMEDY to our preſent diſputes, if you and your _ 
brethren would "VF. be induced ta take It Nay. I beg _ 
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leave. to add, it is the only one. Puſh your meaſures,'ank - 
a divifion is unaveidable. Difmiſs the cauſe of contention, 
and contention will ceaſe. - Puſh your meaſuxes, and you 
render nat a few. of your brethren. a tumbling-block, and. 


anto them. You rent ſeſſions; you rent congregatiansy 


you rent families; you give occaſion to-every degree of 
defamation, miſrepreſentation, and detraction; while on- 


lookers on all Gdes either grieve at ſuch an unſeemly ſight, 
if religious; or if profane, laugh at your folly, and con- 
demn your raſhneſs, for the ſake of mere ſcruples, to create 


To this meaſure I can perecive only one objection, but 
ſt 


am afraid, ſome will co it as a very ſtrong one; ane 


that is, that brethren haye declared their views ſo fully on 


the diſputed points, that they cannot well, in r at 
with their declarations, conſent that the matter be diſmif 


ſed, without obtaining ſome change. That I acknowledge 
to be a conſiderable embarrafiment, and am ſorry for tha 
brethren Who have ſtept ſo much out of order, as to de- 
clare themſelves unfriendly to any articles of our fellows, - 


ſhip, and at the fame time occupy the place of judges to 


preſs a change. Being parties ſo deeply intereſted. in ſuch 
a great queſtion, the {tation of petitioners, not judges, was 
the one which a free and uninfnenced diſcuſſion, of the caſe. - 


required, —After all, could any thing in conſiſtency with 
our profeſſion, have been adopted to relieve brethren from 


ſuch af it I for ove, would, for their ſakes, fins - 


cerely have wiſhed it. But that at preſent ſeems imprac- 
ticable. And granting it be both embarraſling and unplea- 
ſant unto them, they will no doubt haye the religion ang 


good ſenſe of taking every thing into the count and of, 


two evils, ſubmitting to the leaſt, Let them place their 


individual und perſonal inconvemencies on the one fide, 


and the immenſely greater public calamity of rending, not 


for the preſent gnly, but for generations after, ſuch a profs. | 
pering part of the church of Chriſt on the other. Let them 
recollect beſides, that all their difficulties, according ta 


their own acknowledgement, amount only to /cryples abo 
* Should the- wonderful and gcatt art of pctiſbing * duns ln irres, be. 


employed, ip converting this remedy into a drug of ſome-appoſite quality, 


it is to be hoped the reader Will haye mare good ſenſe than be impoſed on 
by ſuch low quackery; nor diſplay ſuch want of underſtanding, as to reckon 
the ridiculous tricks of the mountebapk, dreſſed up in a fool's coat, a ſulti- 


went argument for recommending his powders and plaiſters. 


7 
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to maintain; but as our late worthy Profeſſor well obſeryes, 
nothing but What is found "al/alutely ſinful can warrant x 
change, in our circumſtances, ' Let them remember alſo, 
that we, on the contrary, are conſtrained not merely by 
ſcruples, but by poſitive duty, in conſequence of the oath 
by which both of us are bound, to ney” our preſent 
M till, by a clear manifeſtatipn of the truth, it bs 
to be wrong. And they will certainly allow poſi. 
tive duty to have the preference to mere ſcruples, and 
cheerfully acquieſce in thoſe things that make for Peace, by 
abandoning all attempts to change. 
Tou have ſet your argument for change in the yeyy ſtrong. 
. eſt light which it will bear; and Real” wal wili be as 
little diſpoſed to give up your point as any'; but every thing 
you have ſaid 13 upon the principle, that theſe 1751 
cles are not of ſufficient importance for being terms of f 
lowfhip. But then you have acknowledged, that what 
is conducive to the peace of the church ought to be a term 
| of communion; and therefore to be confiſtent with yout- 
ſelf, you are obliged to acquieſce. Nay more, other bre. 
thren, who have taken a EK 50 actiye part in pfeſfing 
this buſineſs, have declared, that theſe articles, as they at 
prefent ſtand, do not aggrleve their minds; only they were 
deſirous of relief to their brethren. But have not cireum- 
ſtances occurred, much more than to counterbalance ſueh 
a deſire, laudable as it is to indulge brotherly love, If that 
can be gratified in confiſtency with duty ? The would not 
furely cutoff one brother, to caſe another, Huey would 
not mar their own uſefulneſs, and deſtroy their own com- 
fort and reſpectability, both with their own people, and 
athers 3 nor would they violate the moderation which they 
profeſs, merely for the ſake of trier which they have de- 
clared theſe things all along to be, Beſides, if a general 
union be your object, you defeat the very purpoſe of your 
exertions, if you ſtiall preſs your plan of union with ſuch 
violence, as to render a gy 3 among your i con- 
nections unavoidable. For by your own acknowledge: 
ment, if you ſhall ſeparate, you cut yourfelf off from 
eyery body of Preſbyterians in F With whom 
then, would you form your union? If not with Preſbyte- 
xians, then with Independents, with Anabaptiſts, and other 
; | 3 . TONE 
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to make that trial, as a plea againſt retaining things as they 
are; when you yourſelves were not pleaſed with the trial 

ropoſed ? You are. bound too, in point of candour and 

rotherhood, in your turn tv relieve our difficulties, when 
we yielded ſo far to yours; nor can we yield any farther 
according to our preſent light. Your diſſatisfaction, and 
the diſſatisfaction of others, defeated the object of union 


intended by the preamble. Nor can you refuſe, that eve- 


ry ſtretch was made, to , accommodate the difficulties of 
brethren upon that occaſion. _ Although, ſome were de- 


cidedly of opinion, that to retain the formula, without any 
preamble, was both the ſpeedieſt, and the ſureſt method of 
ref EIS yet if all would unite upon it, and no at- 


tempts be made to explain away the common ſenſe of its 
language, we were willing to acquieſce; becauſe not a jota 
of our principles was by that explanation given up. But 
whenever the conſequences of your diſſent. became obvious; 
whenever it appeared, that oceaſion might be taken from 


that explanation, to propagate opinions, and carry on mea» 


ſures, ſtill according to the original intention, I for one 
wiſhed it Acne on account of ſuch abuſes. This 
much I beg leave to ſtate in my own vindication, againſt 
any impufation of inconſiſtency, which I know have, been 
made to me and others, becauſe we conſented to the pre- 
amble,andafterwardshave urged the neceſſity of giving it up. 

Anxious for the reſtoration of peace, and the preſexva- 


tion of unity in our connection, I humbly beſeech fathers 


and brethren, to indulge me with the liberty of intreating 
and expoſtulating with them, in this public manner, as they 


denominations, whoſe principles, according to your Pres 6 


N wy more, why ſo reluctant to retain the formula, and 
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3 would tender the peace, and edification don of 
is part of the church; as they would remove ſtubling- 


8 ets out of the WAY; both of the people, and of office. 


irers; 4s you extipguiſh thoſe blazing fire-bratids 
of animoſity and ſtrife, by which we are in ſach danger of 
being confutned one of another, to drop theſe nieaſures, 


to Gifmiſs the bufineſs as if it had never been; and, neither 
directly nor indirectly, attempt the ſubverſion of the reli- 


ious principles, and fel ip, we enſoy, till it can be 
wn, to the conviction of all R pre- 


fent errors conſiſt. I know there are not à few of us, far 


froth being keen in this bafinefs; only not awate of the 
conſequences, Have hitherto gone along. Matters However 
no coming to ſuch a iſſue, it is firmly hoped ſuch bret 


Vill ſee — now in a different light; and exert themſel 
to 


revent farther evils as they have it perhaps much f 
With regard to you, Sir, conſcious that you are fat bet- 
ter qualified to give me counſel, than I to employ intreaty 
with you, I am aſhamed to uſe it; and yet cannot help tes 
tifying at leaſt good will to e farther ſtrife, by uſing 
the moſt fervent intreaty, that at the approaching meeting 
dt Synod, you would totally abandon all farther Ho | 
for the preſent, to change. Let the preamble be diſmiſſed; 

and ſuch declaration made by the Syuod as ſhall reſtore 
tonfidence between all the miniſters in the Sereſfion and 


. 2 


1 gg that henceforth, as brethren in the fame 
ip, 


fellow and miniſtry, we may * follow the things that 


make for peate, and whereby one may edify another.” 


But if you are reſolved to perſevere, I feel it my duty, 


fince we in the miniſtry are by no means the only parties 


concerned, to turn to the elderſhip and deaconſhip in our 


communion, as well as to the Chriſtian people, and to urge 


my requeſt with them, after aſſuring you, that I am with 
5 50 > reſpect, and regard, for you and your beſt 


T TH 
Tour moſt obedient ſervant 
Atwrox, 22d May, 1799 Vu. TAYLOR. 


. 


4 v 3, Wi 
A 
* 8 
$ G1 
1 
g * 
o 
* 00 
Py 
b Ws 
8 
« Fs 
* 


923 2 * / TILA F - 4 V N 7 * * . as. we T7 4 * 
f . * , * ' #y * g * >, 88 
— : . ts 
E F . 8 W 4 1 * . "= 4 
= CES „ „ : Ef : "RS 3 +. 
A \ * Y % © 
- . 
, * a . : 4 4 W 4 * 5 IE” 
oe on WS The 2 Bi re hes at 
* n e | a ee ee 
= - 4 


e 


* * * 
2 5 4 : 8 $44 2 N 
: 5 * * $4 poets Fm «as 73 
1 „ 1 . * 4 - _ - 
* 4 * e 2 * * q K 0 e 2 
| , : - N 3 _ 
7 N 2 o „ 2 
8 4 = ” * * 2 
J — , 1. 1 7 g 1 
it 4 -- 6 x : 2 7 2 
| hm . 1 , : TAE : * 
N i „ ** 1 by we 7 SP Ad ret, P ; . N T 
5 123 „ S 5 n " 
& : y 
/ , ” 3 1 5 . a8 : £5 | 15 i214 
* 7 F.—% 7 2 * a le - 
: X {iba * 


ve . 
. 2 * . 


1 
14 : . * ö 
. , „ 3 * Fo 
"'» 4 : g - 
| | . , Sd IF 
* "19.4 — ” x * » 
a * , % 0 1 . 


1 n 


Je 
8 — 


* 


0 «4 ia . 
n * 15 — | . De © * 
ö : | * + SLE 


ey . WL. . 


2 


Tub Nh F ig b if bee bb put 6 odd 
The ſame obligations by which we are bound to. aſſert; 


maintain, and defend' the truths eee laid upon 


you. How then can alterations, er in juſtice or con- 


ſiſtency, be made to eaſe our minds who are miniſters, till 
you be fully ſatisfied as to the propriety of them and be 
aſcertained from the holy Scriptures, that you are warrant- 

ed by your ordination vows, to give your concurrence to 


ſuch a meaſure? No man will ſuppoſe, that you are to be 
compelled to ſuppreſs either your convictions, or your zeal, 
in defence of our doctrine and fellowſhip, which you. were 
ſworn before God, and the world, to maintain Tou have 


had the opportunity of reading our Profeflor's Conſidera- 


tions, for, I believe, they were very extenſively circulated; 


You muſt now judge for yourſelves the juſtice of theſe re- 


which can be put upon them ſeems to. be this: S0 very 


marks upon them. The moſt fayourable. interpretation 


looſe is his language, in ſeveral parts, that it will admit of 


meanings and con equences, which, perhaps, he never in- 


tended. But even with this charitable allowance, is there 


not enough remaining to ſatisfy you, that, inſtead of the 


bittle ring alteration about the. rhagiſtrate's power in our 


Confeſſion, and about civil pains and puniſhments in our 


Covenants, the meaſure of change propoſed and urged bʒß 


him, draws exceedingly; deep, and involves in it conſequen- 


ces, which are not generally perceived ?---That,it will ope- 
rate in the iflue a compleat change in qur articles of fellow- 


ſbip, introduce an oppoſition of doctrise among our public 
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gene and open a door for the propagation e 
Id vou either he ſatisſied that any or all af theſe con · 
| ſequences natively follow, or have even fears concerning 
them, does it not then become a moſt ſerious queſtion, 
how far vou cay be acceflary,- by your ſilence, or by 
; Pour concurrence, to "ſuch changes in a prof, 
| which you have ſworn to maintain? At any rate, 
is it not at beſt but a very doubtful experiment, although 
all concerned had gone into it? And ſurely after five years 
bot contention about it, it is five years. too fince i it 
/ ought to have been laid aſide 3 and we allowed to.enjoy. 
peace and tranquillity, by retaining our profeſſion, and the 
formula as it was. It cannot be deemed out of order to 
addreſs you among the reſt in this particular mauner. It 
is on behalf of what we are mutually pledged to ſup 
to the utmoſt of our power: and with an _incomparabl 
better grace, and far more juſtice, may we call upon o 
another for mutual aſſiſtance, than any can call you off, to 
act an - oppoſite part. Permit me then to entreat you, to 
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—_ exert. yourſelves in your, ſtation, by petition, by remgn- 
_ 2 (FR ſtirance, or by whatever other meth you can employ your 
1 1 1 influenoe in conſiſtency with integrity, and good order, to 
bl | prevent thoſe evils, by reſiſting the preſent attempts to 

* | change, by ſoliciting an immediate diſiniſſal of the cauſe of 


ub | our preſent contentions; and who knows, whether you are 
+ come to your office, for ſuch a ſervice as this, as a means of 
reſtoring us to our former happy circumſtances ?_. | 
Peace calls upon you for this. If, by petition, py 
. ſtrance, or any other proper mode of i intreaty, you can be 
be the inſtruments of reſtoring this png to the aſſociation, 
i} will not the bleſſing of peace makers deſcend upon you? 
N Wuth ſolicits ſuch a ſervice from you. You perceive 
1 what freedoms have already been uſed with the truths uwe 
1 have hitherto profeſſed, ſince this contention began, and 
0 how. many notions have been recommended by all the in- 
_ == | nence of our Profeffor of Divinity, totally inconſiſtent 
* ; with the ſcriptural plan of fellowſhip, we have hitherto en- 
oh joyed. It then you would contribute your endeavours. to 
. | maintain truth and unity among us, as far as a firm ffand 
. FS for what we preſently enjoy can be inſtrumental of* this, 
i let me beſeech you, with ſpirit and onanimity to ſtand forth 
= upon the preſent occaſion. 


"The Credit of Refgion cls upon you. Can apy dg 
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ſerving the religious principles we profeſs. Add to this / 
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be a greater reproach to religion, ot ſirengthen more effoc-, 
tually the cauſe” of its enemies, eſpecially” of. the infi de! 
world, than the contentions and ſtriſes of its profcfled.. . 
friends. And could ever a time have been worſe choſen 

than the preſent, when the moſt ſtrenuous” exertions are 
making, to ſap the very foundations of our faith and hopes, 
to introduce a diſcuſſion like. this, to diſtract and divide 
the friends of religion, When the common cauſe fo loudly 
calls for union and co-operation? Exert yourſelves then, 
to the utmoſt, to reſcue religion from this reproach, and, 
the Seceſſion from the odium, which contention and di- 
viſion mult inevitably draw down upon it. Were our late — 
worthy Profeſſor to lift up his head from the grave, ang 
look around our ſynod, both to thoſe whom he trained up 
for the miniſtry, and thoſe who have ſucceeded, the pre- 
ſent ſtruggles about change, in thoſe very points which he 
hath ſo ably defended, would give occaſion for that remark xx 
in his Addreſs to Students of Divinity, {till more than'any © | 
one thing that had taken place, when he wrote it. „ The T 
Seceſſion, although it be, on many accounts the cauſe f 

God, hath been ſhamefully injured, by thofe who have e- 

ſpouſed it.“ What need then for every one to contribute 
their endeavour to wipe away this reproach, and if poſſible _ | 9225 
recover our reſpectability by preventing diviſion, and pre- e 


that the proſperity, and edification of ſuccerding generations, . + RM 
call upon you in the loudeſt manner, A molt dreadful 1 1 
woe will be to us ! if we have enjoyed privileges, and feli- 
gious princples which coſt our fathers ſo dear, and in adher- 
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ing to which, purity. hath been ſo long preſerved among. 0 
us, but from an inclination to change, and rage for tolera- 1 
tion which the Seriptures of truth do not warranty we ſhall” | | 


either adopt meaſures, or acquieſce in'the e es of them, 


that ſnall involve generations to dome, in ntiouſneſs, 3 
confuſion, and error }!! JJ. ĩ˙ ůnkxe / | 1 
If error be in our religious profeſſion, far be it from us — 
to plead for retaining it. Let regular and conſtitutional 1 
means be taken to convince us of ſuch error, and wiſdom 5 4 
and prudence be exerciſed both as to the time, and manner 
of making ſuch inveſtigation, and we deſire to be as ⁊cal- 3 
ous to have it corrected as our brethren. But let us not be 1 
deceived by mere aſſertion, or general rumour, or ſuſpicion _ | 
without proof: and till the proof can with edification be "Oo 
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particularly wiew of reſtoring peace to our body, 
you alk what. 4 can by no means refuſe, either in 
mt 


11 of equlity, or 1 conſiſtency. with the principle of li- 
| bery ſo wad 95 yogue at preſent. In ag equity 
the cn Rs to. retain what they vowed to maintain, 
d exacted of you the very ſame engagement. And with 
regard to conſiſtency, if they bs t for cc ry mea- 
ſures themſelves, they cannot ſurely compe/ us cuntrary to 
our expreſs duty, to renounce our profeſhon to them. Let 
me beteech you particularly, by the meekneſs and | 
nefs of Chriſt, to keep united in your affections exer- 
tions, and, in the ſpirit of meekneſs, take every eonſtitu- 
tional and regular method of aceomplifbing your object. 
4e If there be therefore any conſolation in Gi iſt, if any 
comfort of love, if any fellowſhip of the Spirit, if any bow. 
els and mercies; be ye like. minded, having the ſame love, 


being of one accord, of one mind.“ 


T0 TH CHRISTIAN PEOPLE. | 
YOU. too, Brethren, are greatly intereſted in our pro. 
ſent meaſures, When we were ordained among you, 282 
teſt of our orthodoxy, friendſhip, and zeal for the various 
articles profeſſed by this part of the church, we declared 
both our belief of, and adherence. unto them. Upon this 
condition, you took us for your miniſters, and promiſed. us 
all ſubjection in the Lord; we on the other hand, accept- 
ing the charge of your ſouls, with the expreſs eb/igation, of 
teaching you all theſe articles, we. had thus openly profel- 
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_ Ted, as our own belief. NL TO exon >: oy 
I beg leave to call your attention very particularly to this 
conſideration. None of us then, under pain of cenſure, 

and then of depaſition if perſiſted in, dare teach you any 
thing, but what this part of the church of Chriſt hath pu- 
blicly adopted, as the ſyſtem of revealed truth for the fal- 
vation of men. We have bound ourſelves by an oath to 
conform in all things to the church's profeſſion, and to pro- 

pagate it with fidelity and zeal. Should therefore any 
reacher, or miniſter, entertain his hearers with any pecu- : 
Far notions of his own, or of any other whom he adopts, 


8 rh which: ye, 8 
of his faith, ist he not prove 


dely era man of 6 onſeihl of fob: = 


ing aſunder the moſt obvious Pongs of all On 
church order In reſpect of ſuch den you my bre- 
thren are the proper guardians of ouf profeſſion, as it is n- 
ly, in your: hearing they are committed ; and to: yum it be- 
s, by complaints, regularly preſented to Seſſions, or 

| Prefbyterics to crave a redreſs of grievances before their 
er courts. I wiſh to be nerforkty-y W e here: Ie 

is far from my wiſh to cheriſn a ſpi av — 
grumbli amo le, where there is no ca or 
_ of kn. eee e LE reachers and miniſtera, with- 
out taking the ſions of obtaining redreſs. For it is 
no more than fair, for 2 — a8 "think they have cauſe to 
complain, to give e the object of the complaint an opportu- 
nity of 8 him 2 $ — 57. too is the only pro- 
ET of remo out of the way of 
— edification. 425 wh re is ſufficient eauſe for 

s, the Chriſtian pe people-are undutiful to their 

—— undutiful to thechurch, undutiful to the teacher, 
undutiful to the courts, undutiful to their own conſcience; 
but above all undutiful to our God and Redeemen, to hear 
error taught, and not take the regular ſteps to have the 
teacher of it reclaimed; but continue to murmur in private 
on account of it, and yet allow the evil to go on, Thus, a 


great bulwark to the truth is intruſted to your k wha 
are the Chriſtian people; and if you neglect to it, 


you will be the very firſt to ſuffer by the 

In our preſent diſputes, your edification, your comforts. 
and your reſpectability as part of that religious body ta. 
which you belong are all moſt deeply W ee Matters 
have now come to the criſis, when you muſt either acqui - 
eſce in the changes propoſed, and hazard all the conſe 


quences; or ſtand up in o er to ſuch meaſures, and 
be the inſtruments of fete unity in our body, and 
that conſiſtency of — - we have kitherea maintained, 


It is your nviolable priviloge, by petition, . nh, com- 
plaint, by remonſtrance, to let your timents be known, 
to the ſupreme court, and at this time ſuch an intimation 
5 abſolutely neceffary. Your religious ons 
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2 not but the; $riepids'of. 
tra of addreſs here | 
you in public, e 4 
, to remove you from your ſted- - 2 
ming and equitable is it, Rada we 
call upon u to maintain it, and adviſe you to the regular 
— e As Upon our united-co-operation-an& - 
I thing, under depends. For when our 
voice, our intreaties woukt be difregarded, the lan- 
ge of firmneſs on your part, of e trutbha 
you profeſs, and of your reſolution to perſiſt in avowing 
this attachment, will moſt aſſuredly obtain the deference: - 
and reſpect which are mort, both to preſerye our ſreli- 
gious principles till any part of them be ſhewn to be con- 
trary to God's will, and to prevent diviſion. Di- 
viſion among the profeſſed friends of Chriſt ; is a moſt grie- 
vous calamity; and to you we look as the great mean in 
the hand of God to 3 it. Be either indifferent in this 
affair, or ſtrengthen the hands of ſuch as are bent on 
change, and diviſion is unavpidable. Be united in craving | 
the formula to be retained, and all contentions . it om | 4 
ceaſe; and diviſion will be prevented. * 
Let compaſſion for brethren who have alrea a5 been bunk, | 
from theScceſhon; becauſe they cannot acquieſce in change: 
— Compaſſion for many miniſters, elders,” and deacons, 
whom the anne 5s of preſent changes will compel to fol- 
low:—Compaſſian for congregations which are in danger 
of being torn to pieces: Compaſſion for miniſters, and 
other. office-bearers, as well as private Chriſtians, whoſe 
minds are great! aggrieved by preſent meaſures, but from 
an horror at farther diviſions, are in the greateſt perplexity 
as to the path of may OL ART fora for our bleeding cha- 
—— as : religious' body;—Nay more, let compaſſion for | | 
both ſides, who if their minds were only allowed to cool 
might be better united in our views, than may at preſent” 
be ſuſpectedʒ but above all, compaſſion for à profane and 
infidel world, who become hardened in a eminent de- 
gree by ſuch Arrifes and contentions among the friends f 
religion —rouſe all of you to make every regular effort in 
your power, to have the cauſe of our * inſtantly - 
removed. Let not the preſent; period of the Seceſſion be 
W | 
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glecting ſuch a momentuous opportunity, when you cannot R 
recal it. Of theſe things I beg leave to warn you. Deeply 
impreſſed with the evil tendency of preſent changes, I co | 
ceive it to be duty to impart my impreſſions to my brethren  _. 
of the fame fellowſhip; and after trying every regular m: 
. thod in my power as an individual to prevent them, ſhould ; 7 REY 
they take place, I hope I am. blameleſs. This I take to be 3 
my duty. It is now left with you to confult What is yours. . 
. Guard particularly againſt, your own ſpirits. Keep unit- 111 
ed as congregations. Avoid going into factions-. Draa, ñ 
not oppoſite to gne another. Nor fly off in detached parties, : 


Many in the Seceſſion not int 
in the preſent controverſy, and many 


of yourſelves and others. Ponder well the path of 11 2 „ . 8 


1 
A ; 
| "% m ROS as! 4 —_— . 3 e | 
ther oſſice-bearers or others for ut Lncls-to wha! we pro- © 7 LIN 
fefs: $4 ir-reſtoration, whog 1 tha N ol is ſu A e os eg. 
moſt defirable object. Neun m F . bt 
indifferem to their ſuſfering co 8 n by 


ſent meafures,” becauſe not aware of ther evil tendency 5 
theſe circumſtances have - greatly emboldened brethren ian 
their proceedings: of late, in order to crufh all Oppoſition 
unto, and afford every indulgence and protection to the fa. 
vourers of, their new ſcheme. The preſent ſolicitations e 
are deſigned to apprize ybu of ſuch things, and to call your 
attention to our real condition, leſt by rr to concur 

now, you haſten calamities which it is in your power at 
preſent to prevent, but allow this ſeaſon to paſs, and am 
greatly afraid, you will have cauſe ſeverely to regret ne- 


when every thing does not happen according to your wiſhes. | 2» 
This both injures your cauſe, and weakens the hands both 
feet; ſo as neither to take fuch ſteps, nor to utter. 
language as to afford occaſion to thoſe moderate men, who 
are fo full at preſent of the lopping ſyſtem, to cut you of! 
Should it unfortunately happen has our miniſter, or 
any of your elders, or deacons, or members, are of con- 
trary views, know that as long as you take regular ſteps in 
declaring your ſentiments, they have no right to oppoſe ou. 
to diſcourage you, to thwart you in your attempts, nor to 
talk diſreſpectfully either of you, or of your meatures. Nay © 
conſidering the indulgence they themſelves have experiene . 


ed, ſuch a conduct would be moſt ungenerous, and totally — _ Fl ag 

inconſiſtent with thoſe pretenſions to candour, and md 

ration, and free enquiry, which they have for a while paſt EET 
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re, 
r petitions ma Abe bein 
be with yo alſd in CR 
| of what you” Ez 
Mp ppoſite:publicat 2 i e Try * 
ee ET oo tht _ | 
- Inn, ren, i ity, and * 
vourable one to retain your: 1 Hiviien 
may never after be enjoyed han A general nd unte e 
ion, however, from y of lebe Seceſfion will 
In allibly ſucceed. The meaſurt 3 — by 
ſome, but it is neceſfaryʒ nor is it by any ee, 
as thoſe taken already by the other fide, even to the 
off of ſome; becauſe they will not ſubmit to changes ti 
3 ſee them to be right. Inform yourſelves beate 
order by which petitions are tranſmitted to 
. be ee accurate in adhering to everx 
2 — 52 Let your be expreſſed with mild - 
ness das gen to the courtꝭ nor perhaps is it necef- 
ſary to introduce any aiſculion in defene: of che articles 
we profeſs. They are in our they are; and it 
is time enough to defend them, When they are brought td 
# regular trial. Should any of your peti W 
reſulal of tranſmiſſion, if informial, Rnd to 1 
© carredted;. if after this it be refufi a¹ n 
N Tt up by prov: 


nally, 
INE in peace: ane God of: 
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